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I qrri depressed so I must be crazy i 


Window 

on 

Jordan 


Star Staff Writer ■ . 

EVERYONE^ KEEPS asking-him, “What’s wrong 
with you?" His answer is ahvayis tbe same: Nothing 
w.wrong, I am fine.” But maybe he hadn’t realized 
mat be began to loose his temperabout silly things, 
wen isolating himself,' refusing invitations from 
hisfriends to meet and spend time, together. 

The nagging question continues to bother him, 
ewtmally pushing him. to figure out that he needs 

help. As an educated person he wants to visit a spe¬ 
cialist, but the ^stunn" he could face makes him 
c 9mph'**Jy forget that option. He already hears peo¬ 
ple lurking at the back of his head saying are you 







mad to go to psychiatrist, what would people think? 

But there is an alternative: to see that “good man" 
who lives just up the road. His wife urges him on 
because of the nagging she receives from her 
friends. Believing that it would do no good, never¬ 
theless be makes an appointment to see that "good 
man" who really dabbles in hocus pocus. 

At the moderately furnished house, but in a confi¬ 
dent tone, die old man tells him that a mysterious 
power controls his life—tfaai is why he suffers from 
obscure symptoms that dominate him completely, 
so he needs to spend more money. 

Months after that, our hero discovers that he is the 




victim of blackmail: He becomes broke and his 
health deteriorates. At last, he goes to a physician 
who recommends him to a specialist. 

A number of sessions and he is back to normal, all 
his suffering was traced back to the beginnings of a 
depression caused by the routine of his daily life. 

“AH you need is to take a vacation for a couple of 
days," were the last words he heard from the psychi¬ 
atrist, who was very friendly and different from the 
image he previously had of them. 

This case is not the first and will not be the last 

Continued on page 2 
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new life into peace 




v. <r\ 


By Ghassan Joha and 
1 urgency dispatches 
frHE VISIT to Jordan, Mon¬ 
day, by Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat was. an impor¬ 
tant step for the on-going 
consultations between Jorda¬ 
nian and Palestinian officials. 

The visit. which', came' 
ahead of a peace summit that 
is due to start, today, Thurs¬ 
day. IS October, was .fol¬ 
lowed on Wednesday -with a 
similar visit- by the,. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

HRH Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, held talks with the 
two leaders during their visit. 

„ Jordan has reiterated its sap- 
sport to the Palestinians and- 
r urged Israel to comply with 
die US proposals; Prince 
Hassan aid Mr Araftrt were 
optimistic that the next stage 
of the talks will pave the way 
for the final status 





Prince Basstm with BenyaminNetanyahu 


negotiations.' 

- Prince -Hassan ■ later said 
that Mr Netanyahu’s surprise 
visit to Amman puts Jordani¬ 
ans in a realistic atmosphere 
and full of hopeful optimism. 



■ . Both Arafat and Netanyahu 
will take part alongside with 
the US President Bill Clinton 
in the peace talks, due to be 
held at the .Wye Plantation 
near Washington. 

While President Arafat said 
he hoped that an agreement 
will be reached. Mr Netan¬ 
yahu stressed on the usual 
Israeli demands that peace 
can’t be reached without 
security. 

The past week, however, 
was .marked with severe 
clashes between the Palestin¬ 
ians and Israeli forces in Heb¬ 
ron, the ravaged fires in north 
Israel, and return of Ariel 
Sharon to politics. 

The fires have destroyed 
hundreds of hectares of forest 
since first broke out early on 
Sunday in north and central 
Israel. No deaths were 
reported. 

It was not only the woods 
that were burned, but also the 
nerves of both Israeli and Pal¬ 
estinian peoples. 

Two days before the sum¬ 
mit, Mr Netanyahu set a strik¬ 
ingly pessimistic tone after 
gunmen militants opened fire 
on a pair of young Israelis 
near Jerusalem, killing one, 
and wounding the other seri¬ 
ously, just hours after the 
Israeli army has eased restric- 

Continued on page 2 


A Royal Air Force GR7 Harrier taxies before taking off on a sortie from Gioia del Colle in Southern Italy. 
The Harriers are part of a combined NATO force gathering to react to the current crisis in Kosovo in the 
wake of Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic , just as news of an apparent resolution of the crisis comes in. 
After weeks of tension and threats of airstrikes r President Milosevic finally agreed to withdraw his forces 
from the province. The agreement came on Tuesday , 13 October, following the US special envoy Richard Hol¬ 
brooke's intervention . Reuters 


brookes intervention . Reuters 

Tiff among Islamists 
is a storm in teacup 
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AlFarhan 


By Ibtisam Awadat 

Star Staff Writer 
THE ISLAMIC Movement 
dominated the headlines this 
week after the controversial 
declaration by Dr Ishaq Al 
Farhan. the former secretary 
general of the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF). He shocked * 
many when he said that the 
IAF should be dissolved. 

“The party should be dis¬ 
solved and limit its work to 
the Muslim Brotherhood.” Al 
Farhan was quoted as saying. 

If the party didn't want to do 
that he said, then the party 
would need to "detail a plan 
to activate the IAF, by mak¬ 
ing it a more adhesive and 
flexible force to participate 
in political life." These views 
were excerpts from a speech 


delivered by Dr Farhan at the 
opening session of the Shura 
Council, last week. 

The motives for his views 
is to do with the fact that 
political parties in the coun¬ 
try are in a bad shape. He 
said that they have suffered 
from the governmental 
restraints, which has prevent 
parties from merging. Yet, 
this is not the whole story. 
He also added that parties are 
in need of financial support 
from the state, to put an end 
to the accusations that they 
are receiving finances from 
external sources. 

However, not everybody 
agrees that the problem is 
restricted to finance. Dr 
Abdel Latif Arabiyat. IAF 
general secretary, said that 


Singer’s snub leaves UN officials singing blues 


By Craig Turner - ' 

UNITED NATIONS—Elton John s last- 
minute decision to drop out of his newmrt 
gig as a "messenger of peace left UN 
officials feeling perplexed^ and a bit 
snubbed Tuesday, the LA Times- 
Washington Post News Service reported. 

Folks here are used to shuttling between 
warring factions in hopes of arranging a 
cease-fire or engineering an emergracy 
food drop in a faraway land, but dealing 
with the shifting whims ofjm* of pop- 
dom’s biggest Btars is new territory. 

For months, UN officials b&ve bcen 

talking to representatives t of the ^misn 
singer-Bongwriier about joining thewster 
of celebrities whom Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan has recruited in «L«ffbrMo 
bring greater public attention to the good 
works of the United Nations. - . 

John was to have been honored for his 
work raising awareness—and millions of 
doUan—in the fight against the worldwide 


nr 


AIDS epidemic. The feeling was that 
John'* activities would reinforce the work 
of a Geneva-based UN agency that has 
been a leader in chronicling the spread of 
the disease. 

. The performer was'supposed to have 
received his symbolic lapel pin depicting a 
dove of peace from Annan on Tuesday and 
then meet with reporters at UN headquor- 
ters. Late Monday after- 
noon, however, John's man- . '>* Vn 

ager, Colin Bell, delivered • _ 

an apologetic letter to TjT/< v 
AnnanS office saying that X -L vJL 

the recently knighted star 
had determined he couldn’t 
do the job justice right now 
and asked for an indefinite *■' 
postponement. 

"After much deliberation,” Bell wrote, 

“Mr John does not feel be has sufficient 
time to honor this commitment in the 
proper manner and give it the support that 


it deserves.” 

UN officials scrambled to rescind their 
press announcement of the award and can¬ 
cel the news conference. At least one 
high-level operative was left muttering 
about “prima donna" behavior. 

A spokeswoman for John was 
decidedly defensive Tuesday in 
explaining the decision, saying 
<k^jm that the accumulated pressures 
of recording and touring, rais- 
. iag S3 million a year for his 

T J own AIDS foundation and 
■iL til otbef charitable work caused 
■. -y the late change of heart. 

"He had to listen to what 
his heart whs telling him," she 
M '' ■ ” said. “He didn’t want to take 
on a title and do nothing." 

She added that John still is interested in 
becoming a peace messenger at some time 
in the unspecified future. “Yeah, sure," 
was the skeptical response of the UN 


insider—who insisted on anonymity, just 
in cose John does come on board. 

Annan's peace messengers, who include 
actor Michael Douglas, former Los 
Angeles Lakers star Magic Johnson, opera 
singer Luciano Pavarotti and others, have 
varied and unspecified duties. Generally 
they include appearing at occasional UN 
functions, saying nice things about the 
organization and, as Douglas put it in a 
speech to a UN disarmament conference, 
"lending my fame to your cause." 

Gillian M. Sorensen, the assistant secre¬ 
tary-general in charge of the program, said 
the extent of John’s activities had not been 
fully defined but added that the singer hod 
not been asked to raise any money for 
U.N. AIDS programs, which might hove 
conflicted with his own foundation work. 

She added that Annan still is planning to 
attehd one of the singer's New York con¬ 
certs this week,! 


the reasons for “the crisis in 
the party" date back to when 
it boycotted the 1997 parlia¬ 
mentary elections. 

“We lost quite a few of our 
active members then, as they 
chose to participate in the 
elections rather than adhere 
to the party line,” Dr Ara¬ 
biyat said. 

“Our stance was justified 
at tbe time, as it reflected our 
rejection of a number of gov¬ 
ernment policies such as the 
‘one man. one vote.’" he 
added. 

Today, Arabiyat believes 
that the IAF has recovered 
from the effects of the boy¬ 
cott. and is now back in an 
even stronger position. 

Discussions concerning the 
role of the IAF took place 
during the meeting of the 
Shura Council, which was 
devoted to the internal proce¬ 
dures of the party. However, 
the Council failed to pass a 
recommendation from the 
executive bureau of the IAF, 
to decrease the number of the 
members in the Shura Coun¬ 
cil from 120 to just 80. A war 
of words followed the 
meeting. 

The IAF was formed fol¬ 
lowing the implementation of 
the Political Parties' Law in 
1992. The objective behind 
its formation was to bring the 
different Islamic trends 
together, especially the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood and the 
Independents, to form one 
political arm. 

Some observers say that 
the latest outcry by Dr 
Farhan is justified since the 
IAF is affiliated to the Broth¬ 
erhood in all its decisions. 
The 1997 boycott was a 
prime example of this, as it 
gave the impression that the 
IAF was not independent 
anymore. 

Continued on page 2 
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National 
dialogue , 
a sole 
option at 
this 
critical 
stage 

By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 
THE ONGOING dia¬ 
logue between the gov¬ 
ernment and civic soci¬ 
ety institutions is 
gaining momentum, 
amidst an encouraging 
atmosphere that " is 
involving all parties. 
Any move to enhance 
the cooperation and 
coordination among all 
sectors of the commu¬ 
nity is a step in the right 
direction. 

Whilst the Govern¬ 
ment is keen to increase 
the level of cooperation 
by outside institutions, 
there are still some 
political parties who are 
reluctant to accept tbe 
challenge. 

The man in the street, 
meanwhile, is generally 
all for such an initiative, 
seeing it as a positive 
step—one that the for¬ 
mer government should 
have employed—which 
shows the current gov¬ 
ernment’s desire for 
greater dialogue. Cau¬ 
tion is still needed, how¬ 
ever, because despite the 
Government's good 
intentions, there has 
been more words than 
action. 

The debate for a 
national dialogue was 
launched by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, and 
he has ensured that 
action is indeed taken. 
The Prince has met with 
Muslim Brotherhood 
leaders and representa¬ 
tives of the Professional 
Associations, in an 
effort to combine efforts 
for the well being of the 
country and to help 
bridge the gap in confi¬ 
dence that has opened 
up between the people 
and the Government. 

The move is also in 
line with the designation 
letter issued by His 
Majesty King Hussein 
to Dr Fayez Tarnwneh's 
Government in late 
August. The Kingdom is 
passing through a criti¬ 
cal stage at the 
moment—especially on 
the economic level, with 
the rising levels of 
unemployment and pov¬ 
erty—so it is vital that 
the speeches and state¬ 
ments are converted into 
action, 

In a news conference 
held recently. Prime 
Minister Dr Fayez 
Tarawneh told the audi¬ 
ence that, “The dialogue 
currently being launched 
by the Government is 
not an ideological lux¬ 
ury... It is a serious 
move aimed at reform, 
and to assist in targeting 
new ideas that will 
hopefully lead the coun¬ 
try and the citizens 
towards prosperity." 

He also called on ail 
political and parliamen¬ 
tary parties, economic 
activists and labor fed- 

Continued on page 2 
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Prince around town 


AMMAN (Star)—Ammanites spent several 
hours with His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent and those who accompanied 
him headed like Prime Minister Dr Fayez 
Tarawnah on a tour of some districts in 
Amman, Sunday. 

The Prince who went to A1 Nuzha, Ai Hussein 
Camp, the downtown area, Qoeismeh and Wih- 
dat was shown around some of the projects that 
are currently being carried out by the Greater 
Amm an Municipality. 

Prince Hassan also inspected the Al Urdun 
road project which costs JD 10 million to link 
the southern parts of the capital with the north¬ 
ern parts of the Kingdom. ■ 
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I am depressed so 
I must he crazy! 


Regent stresses need British businessmen express 


for quite diplomacy 


confidence in Jordan 


Continued from page 1 

since the old traditional mental¬ 
ity that has spread in our soci¬ 
ety came to consider psycho¬ 
logical sitcss as a sign of 
insanity which no one can cure 
but traditional old men. who 
have some kind of mystical 
power>. In reality that is just 
fraud. 

The psychiatrist is a very 
important person. At some 
<tage in our lives almost every¬ 
one pays him a visit Feelings 
of depression, isolation and sol¬ 
itude are healthy and normal 
symptoms if they are effec¬ 
tively handled. And in that 
respect, if we judge this person¬ 
ality or that one as a crazy one, 
then all the people would be 
considered lunatics. 

But part of the psychiatrist 
.-teieotvpe has been depicted 
and perpetuated by the media, 
that "he is a person who was 


obliged to study medicine 
upon his father's wish, but 
because he arrived late at reg¬ 
istration at university, he had 
to study the only field that 
was left to him: psychiatry. 
Through the numerous series 
and films, the psychiatrist tries 
to comically reflect his failure 
on his—most of the time— 
healthy patients. 

But we need to be fair to 
these doctors and not to under¬ 
estimate their profession, the 
first should be for the media to 
cake greater responsibility. 
“Craziness doesn't exist in the 
psychiatrist's dictionary, since 
it's a legal term and not a med¬ 
ical one" said one of these 
psychiatrists. 

To avoid reaching the edge, 
force yourself to choose the 
right path from the beginning, 
give the psychiatrist a visit, 
and don’t give a damn about 
people’s gossip!! 


AMMAN, (Petra)—Information. 
Minister Naser Judeh on Satur¬ 
day said that the phone call car¬ 
ried out Saturday between His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, and Egyp¬ 
tian President Muhammed 
Husni Mubarak focussed on 
exchanging views mainly on the 
crisis between Syria and 
Turkey. 

Judeh told re porters follow¬ 
ing the regular session of the 
cabinet that both sides agreed on 
die necessity to restore to quite 
dialogue and to refrain from 
using force, encouraging them 
to achieve a peaceful solution 
for this crisis. 

The Regent expressed appre¬ 
ciation to the Egyptian endea¬ 
vours and President Mubarak's 
mediation between Damascus 
and Ankara. 

Jordan, directly, follows up 
the peace process, particularly. 


between the Palestinians and the 
Israelis, the minister said. 

The statements of Palestinian, 
Israeli and American officials 
have been clear and have shown 
the existence of progress in the 
negotiations through agreement 
on many points, the minis ter 

Judeh expressed Jordan's 
optimism regarding the summit 
which is to be held in USA 
between President Clinton, Pres¬ 
ident Arafat and Prime Minister 
Natanyahu. 

Responding to a question 
regarding the government's, 
stand concerning the nomina¬ 
tion of Ariel Sharon as Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Israel, 
Jndefa said that this is an internal 
Israel affair. "We. in Jordan, 
deal with the Israeli government 
as a government not with- indi¬ 
viduals," Judehconcl tided. ■ 


Amman, (Petra)—British busi¬ 
nessmen on a visit to Jordan 
expressed confidence in the 
Jordanian economy and said in 
interviews with F^tra, that the 
Kingdom has become an eco¬ 
nomic attraction zone for 
businessmen. - 

The delegation consisting of 
12 British companies of Busi¬ 
ness Link, Milton Keynes and 
North Bucks is on a tour in Jor¬ 
dan, Syria and Lebanon to 
enhance British-Arab ' eco¬ 
nomic cooperation within the- 
context of Euro-Arab partner¬ 
ship agreements. 

British businessmen pointed 
out that the achievements of 
Jordan entitle it for further eco¬ 
nomic prosperity. Jordan 
enjoys political stability and 
security while economic indi¬ 
cations raise optimism as Jor¬ 
dan’s cash reserves total more 
than $1.4 billion, tbe dinar 
exchange rate * is -stable-end 
inflation rate is low, they said. 


This visit, the businessmen employ Jordanian labour and 
said, is an indication of Brit-. ' give the-international business 
ain’s confidence in the region’s community more confidence to 

political and economic future invest in Jordan,: Mr Wilson 
and its peoples* ability to sue- added, 
pass all tensions. . . . On ^ other .hand. Head of 

, Five Bnush tosmess ddega- &British delegation David- 
hons visited Jordan m 1998. : B rooks smdloSm-does not 
two more delegations are due 1 

to visit tbe Kingdom later this 

yg__ ion. its economic conditions 

“Anglo-Jordanian relations m bc ^ er &mtiios epfm any 
are historic; their mength countries and ‘T am pptimisac 
stems from die directives of of-Jordan's economic future," • - 

His Majesty King Hussein, die- . • he stressed, 
follow-up of Crown Prince . ' Members of the delegation 
Hassan and the British govern- welcomed Jordan's approach ^ 
merit’s keenness on boosting - to make Aqaba a free trade 
and continuing the special rela- zone and sawMbeywiff review- 
lions between the two-coun- . ^ possfoaity investing nn 

tries,? economic .antfeoro- . MadQurtfiedfodustrialZone, 
mercial advisor at the Bntish- :^- 

SSJJIJLJP" wiU make investments in the 

British 

have investments in Jordan, the - 
most- recent, of .them. is.-Rdlte i. 

KdycerT%^^vestmeS6'tfe!ji^ 


AMMAN (Fwraj-His Royal 
Highness Crown; Prince Hassan it 

on Monday received Dr Kamal T 

Idris, general director of the. 
International Organization of 
Intellectual Property Right. Tbe 
meeting focussed on discussing 
the Jordanian proposal to estab¬ 
lish a regional office in Jordan' 
for die organization, die matt er 
which is to be discussed during - 
di e coming meeting of ihe Arab 
ministers of culture. Discus- 
sions focussed, also, on means 
of ' frttwmring cooperation 
between tie organization and 
die Jordanian National library, 
and the- Industrial Property Unit 
nf the Ministry of fodusny and 
Trade. ' 


Jordan observes World . 

Food Day 

Amman, (Petra)—Jordan joins 
the world to mark the Worid 
Food Day on 16 October, orga¬ 
nized by the Food and Agricul¬ 
ture Organization (FAO) under 
the-tide “Women Feed the. 
World." Agriculture Ministry 
Secretary General Hashem 
ShbooL who heads the national 
co mm ittee of the celebrations 
said the ministry has prepared a 
special programme to mark this 
occasion. Tbe programme aims 
to hi g hli g ht the woman’s effec¬ 
tive role in food production 
through her participation in var¬ 
ious agricultural activities. 
Shbool said.' Tbe program Will 
shed light on the importance of 
projects carried out in coopera¬ 
tion wi t h the World Food Pro¬ 
gramme (WFP) food-related 
agricultural policies in Jordan, 
he added. 

Chinese official visits Petra 
AMMAN, (Petra)—General 
■Director of Jordan News' 
Agency , ‘ Petra,. Abdullah 
Etoum, on Monday received 
Chu Bang Zhao Director of 
: niinese Foreign Affairs Mints- 
fry's Information Dep ar t m e n t. 
:lbe discussions focussed on 
reviewing fit-ids of c o ope ra tion 
between the two friendly coun¬ 
tries. particularly, in the field of 
information. ■ r - — ■ 

’ UNRWA - ■ 

Amman, (Petra)- A workshop 
-oa tite-best jue-of laboratory 
services .opened Monday at the ; 
UN Refief and Works Agency . 
(UNRWA) in Amman with,tbe 


- jTS afized iti lair serincJSf in 
: UNRWA’s five fields of Opera¬ 
tion. Jordan, .Syria, Lebanon , 
the West Bank -and Gaza Strip. 
Director of the UNRWA health 
p ro gramm e in Amman Nasha'at 
Amman said the four-day work¬ 
shop aims to upgrade laboratory 
services at the agency's heal* 
centers and eventually improve 
health services for Palestinian 
refugees. * '* 

Middle East Patriarchs 

AMMAN. _ (Petra)—The . 8th 
Co nfere nce of tbe Orient Catho¬ 
lic Patriarchs opened Sunday. It 
was called for by Patriarch 
Mkfaeal Sabbah of Jerusalem. 
He said the conference is being 
held as we are approaching the 
second mfltenmuny an event 
which has special meaning in 
ourhistroy and die history of all 
mankind. “With the absence of 
peace in this region and in the 
holy land in particular, we 
express our hope that peace will 
prevail in this region, the just 
peace that preserves our history 
and stability in pur region," 
Patriarch Sabbah said.'He.-said 
participants-in tbe conference 


National dialogue, a sole option in this critical stage 


Continued from page 1 

■-■riiions lo take pan in the 
dialogue, to ensure that the 
v idc^i ranee of interests are 
i iken into account. 

Dr Tarawneh expressed 
the government's willingness 
■Jiscu'-s all issues of con¬ 
cern to the civic society 
ii!>iiuiuoii>, but he stressed 
that ihe final word would 
have u> be left with the law. 

A committee has been 


Continued from page 1 
political partiesl overlap each 
other lo a grcjt extent. Many 
jV'UCMtixn members arc act- 
ire member-, in the political 
panic, as well, which often 
•MU'C*. a conflict in interests. 
Hov.eier. analysts in all the 
daily newspapers have said 
that the decision i> based on 
'.lie ociations fear of being 
dominated by the political 
panics, when dealing with 
the ma|or internal and exter¬ 
nal issues facing the 
Kingdom. 

An example of this can be 
seen hj the call by political 
p.iitic - Tor a National Confer¬ 
ence fur Salvation and 
Pet-Tin. to address the rea- 
-Mir- behind the recent boy- 
. ivnng of elections. The Pro- 
fes-ional Associations 

lesponse was less enlhusias- 
tic. .is they demanded more 
lime hi study the aaenda. 


already formed to discuss the 
mechanisms for the dialogue, 
comprising seven members 
from the cabinet and headed 
by the Prime Minister. A 
date for Sunday has been 
fixed for a meeting between 
the government and the 
Council of Professional 
Associations. “The meeting 
is scheduled to deal with all 
the problems and concerns of 
the Professional Associa¬ 
tions." Dr Tarawneh said. 


However, the President of 
the Council. Mr Hassan 
Jaber. told The Star that it 
will only discuss issues of 
common interest. 

“The meeting will deal 
with various issues concern¬ 
ing the public, such as the 
Syrian-Turkish conflict, the 
sales tax on engineering 
offices, and public freedoms 
in general,” he continued. Mr 
Jaber added that tbe sched¬ 
uled meeting would have a 


special agenda, whereby 
every association will have 
the chance to meet separately 
with the government, and to 
express their individual 
concerns. 

He reiterated that, “The 
Association has no com¬ 
plaints about tbe principle of 
a national dialogue, but it 
must guarantee constructive 
and fruitful solutions to all 
our problems.! 


Tiff among Islamists 
is a storm m?iMnP 


Dispute between professional 
associations and political parties 


“Our position was clear, 
and we respected the Associ¬ 
ations’ wishes by not publish¬ 
ing any document regarding 
the conference," Thyab con¬ 
tinued. "and if we really 
wanted to monopolize the 
political scene—as some peo¬ 
ple have accused us of—we 
would have acted on our own 
and not waited for anyone." 

A request by the political 
parties to hold a solidarity 
demonstration at the Profes¬ 
sional Association Complex, 
in support of Syria 
i embroiled in a dispute with 
Turkey) has consequently 
been rejected. 

“The Professional Associa¬ 
tions will be holding a dem¬ 


onstration. so our decision is 
not as bad as it has been 
made out to be. because invi¬ 
tations will go out to all our 
members, many of whom are 
affiliated to a political party," 
said Hassan Jaber, president 
of the Professional Associa¬ 
tions Council. 

"All the activities at the 
complex are limited to mem¬ 
bers of the Professional Asso¬ 
ciations, and all activity on 
behalf of political parties will 
be banned," Jaber confirmed 
to The Star. “Our decision on 
the demonstration is being 
backed by the Ministry of 
Interior, which will refuse 
any application from the 
political parties. Anyhow, all 


the halls at the complex are 
currently being used by the 
Palestine Week activities." 
Jaber added. Jaber denied that 
the dominance of the political 
parties was behind the deci¬ 
sion. emphasizing only that 
the decision was unanimously 
token.! 


Continued from page X 

However, limiting tbe role 
of the IAF will curb the 
expenses that are borne by 
the Muslim Brotherhood, 
although finance is only part 
of the story. Members of the 
IAF said that what was pub¬ 
lished in newspapers earlier 
this week was simply wrong. 
“During the Shura Council 
meeting. Dr Farhan urged the 
pony to assume its tasks 
effectively, and to activate 
its role in political life." said 
IAF executive Bureau mem¬ 
ber Hamzeh Mansour. “How 
could the person who built 
the party, call for its dissolu¬ 
tion." Mansour told The Star. 

“IAF has around 4.000 
members at the moment, and 
we boped that thousands of 


others would join the party, 
but government practices 
aimed against us have seri¬ 
ously limited our member¬ 
ship," Hamzeh said, who jot¬ 
ted a list of harassment by 
the government. "We still 
work as if we are not legally 
authorized party," he added, 
"which makes our life very 
hard." 

Another problem hindering 
the party was that experi¬ 
enced and harder working 
employees have not been pro¬ 
moted because of their mem¬ 
bership in the IAF. Security 
forces have also reportedly 
harassed party members, and 
investors, because they are 
from the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood or support the IAF. 

“There is no crisis in the 
IAF, and it is the government 


that .is onr only obstacle," 
Mansour added, an opinion 
shared by many members of 
the Muslim movement. . 

• I *What - happened : -ig for 
from the trout. -We don’t 
have a crisis,"-.said Jamil 
Abu Baker, spokesman of the 
Brotherhood. - "The meeting 
.which aired out different 
points of views was like any 
other," Abu Baker told The 
■Star. 

“The speech. of Dr Farixah 
Was published in a mislead¬ 
ing way, to give an impres¬ 
sion that the IAF is domi¬ 
nated by the Brotherhood,^ 
Baker added, “but it is only 
natural to have the identical 
viewpoints, since the- major¬ 
ity of the IAF are acting 
members. of the Muslim 
Brotherhood,"! 


Washington peace talks may 
breath new life in peace process 
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lions on Palestinians, in 
which thousands of workers 
were allowed to enter the 
Jewish stale. The move came 
after two weeks of stiff clo¬ 
sure of the territories, due to a 
Jewish feast. 

Netanyahu said that no deal 
would be signed on the 
expected military redeploy¬ 
ment in the West Bank, fol¬ 
lowing the fatal shooting. The 
slain, who was the second to 
be killed in five days, throws 
murky prospects for success 
at the summit, and under¬ 
scores the key issue of Netan¬ 
yahu's demand that the Pales¬ 
tinians must do more to 
prevent, what he called, terror 
attacks against Israelis. 

A female soldier was 
stopped to death on 9 October 
by a Palestinian man. Secur¬ 
ity forces from the two sides, 
said that the assailant was 
mentally ill and acted alone. 

The Israeli army started to 
adopt closures to prevent 
Islamic groups from carrying 
out major bombing strikes 
inside Israel, in avenge to the 
killings made by Israeli 
forces of wanted Palestinians. 
On their side, Palestinians 


often blamed the Israelis for 
such actions, saying the clo¬ 
sures amount to be a collec¬ 
tive punishment, which 
causes widespread hardship 
to their areas. 

Although tbe number of 
Israelis killed in terrorist 
attacks in the past two years 
is the lowest in a decade, the 
latest shooting was much 
feared to damage hopes that 
the US brokered talks could 
break the 19-month deadlock 
in the Isroeii-Palestmian 
peace talk. 

Netanyahu has come under 
increasing pressure from 
right-wing members of his 
government as well os from 
Sharon, who was appointed 
as a new Foreign Minister last 
week. The Israeli cabinet for-' 
malated a list of nine 
demands that Palestinians 
must meet before a with¬ 
drawal con take place. 

They include an end to 
public incitement, coopera¬ 
tion on security, disarming 
militants and decreasing die 
size of the Palestinian police 
force. Israel also urged Pales¬ 
tinians to arrest and extradite 
suspects in attacks against 
their people and so fight 


terror. 

. The key Israeli issue to. be., 
tackled in the upcoming talks 
is as agreement on wharcon- 
stiuites a good faith by the 
Palestinians to crackdown on 


fad& not - happened,- Palestin¬ 
ians would have not been able 
to resist the Israeli and hold 
on to their dream for aninde- 
pendent state," says .one of 
the analysts. . 


Islamic militants. - - • - Although peace talks were 


Netanyahu .has agreed in < 

principle to hand over 13 per- - i 
cent of the West Bank, with 1 

some restrictions, saying that t 

he would stick to security 1 

demands during the Washing- < 

ton talks. j 

President Clinton has asked 1 

both Netanyahu and Arafat, 
by telephone on Monday, to I 

conclude the agreement on - 
the troop withdrawal as soon . ^1 
as possible:' " ~ 7 . v.lj 

Political analysts riiist^ 
such accord will be reached at ; ‘£ 
the end due to a deaf thaf had 
been completed by the' CIA"^ 
director George Tenet-on ^ 
security, and favored by both f-i 
sides. Tenet has held meet- - 
mgs with Mr Arafat, and ' ; 
Netanyahu. 

Same analysts, however, 
say that it is hard to predict 
the outcome of tbe summit, 
adding that only the Palestin¬ 
ians can guide the talks to 
their interests since' there is. 
nothing to lose. “Had foe Inti- '' 


often postponed due to Israeli 
intrans i gancc. hopes ate ris¬ 
ing among Palestinians that 
foe Israeli cabinet will finally 
reach a deal since tins is its 
only hope of remaining in 
power, many otiservor* 
believe.! - 


in May 1999, the 
challenges we are facing-at this 
difficult time and the issue (rf 
foe holy city of. Jerusalem, 
which has a unique status for all 
mankind. Patriarch Sabbah 
explained the sanctity of the' 
holy city for die three monothe¬ 
istic-religions which makes the 
city raise above all conflicts and. 
foods. He urged followers of die 
three monotheistic religions to 
coo perat e with foe. international 
community in general and. die 
Arab countries in particular to 
determine this , special status of 
the city and preserve it. 

Inter-faith 

AMMAN (Star)—Prince Ha* 
san, on Sunday received pati¬ 


ence of foe Middle East 
fstiarchs ctnrendy being held 
in Amman, During foe meeting 
Princc Hassan called for contin¬ 
uing dialo gu es and meeting? 
with a view to deepen foe 
region's comprehensive cultural 
hwitage. The Regent strewed 
foe need . to. highlight the trc- 
mewbmsoontrilwiKrtts provided 
to others by die Arab region and 
da civilization, which is charac- 
tfdzedIntolerance, moderation 


_ .wMuirai 

WtW* 

foe -SQfo anni v ersary - of the 
International Human Rights 
I^claratka, die Regent said 
litis should serve'as an opport> 
itity to talk about human rights 
: - from a perspective that should 
not be confined to civic rights 
and (hawing on particular-cul- 
tore, but from .the perspective, 
that _ should include political, 
religious, antisocial rights stem* 
out of foe ^orient 

cr"' 
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W E E K 


An unconventional • • 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 


More national service 

■ <toe offoe latest ideas far combating unemployment in Jor- 
dan is to bring back national service. The Minister of Adrnmis* 
native Pewlopment,.Dr Bassam Ai Omoush, fosnes thatfi* 
government wants to make milflaiYservice compulsory. but 
says mis is just one of the many options currently being looted 
into; TtenunjOTr said foar even if national sendee woe to be 
ta-oaght back. thcre-wouM be major changes-fimly. thesatery 
would be much more attractive.- At the momenTmflhaiy corn 
senpts are pod a montbly salary bf JD 18. Secondly^ «.«ri*n»t 
service does not necessarily mean serving in tbeanny, ci viEap 
work -would also be available'for those more suited to that envi¬ 
ronment Although national service would be bonqraboiy. it 
would be hoped that the youth of ibis country would participate 
fully, and thereby reduce tf» level of unemployment at the same 

troy. , ! ■ 


M At la st, we may have some effective kgislatibn on tte use of 
foeanns in this country. A new draft law on guns and armcay 
ratries the death penalty for anyone found making, impaling, 
buying or sefling unlioenjed automatic aims. Id some-cases, a 
less stiflfer sentence of np to 15 years hand labor will be imposed 
fbr anyone found dealing or manufacturing in arms The draft, 
which needs to go through the proper cohstiuaionai rhannals. 
will also have an article' that cm imprison (for op to four 
montiis) those caught shooting. A fine of JD TOO is also 
imposed- If the offence is repeated, fiien tiu-fr license can be 
revoked. . 

Nightclubs ' '■ 

■ Night chibs could be having a fine ride m Jordan. TheHigh 
Court has decided to invalidate (be decision made by the Minis- 
ter of Tou rism to close down some nightclubs in Jordan. The 
invalidation was based on Article 20 of foe High Caret Law, but 
foe High Court's decision is only tem p orary, uritfl thw final ver¬ 
dict from foe coart TbeMinister wanted to dose same ni ght 
chibs down, in order to reclassify them according to foe Tourism 
Law. ••• •. 

Upbeat • -■ • : 

■ Tbe Mirastiy of Labor is in an upbeat mood this week. Fol¬ 

lowing foe crackdown, on foreign wodcers,. which .has been 
going cm in the opuntry for foe lasttwo weeks, Ministry officials 
say that the re-organization of foe labour madoetin Jordan will' 
continue. Further to foat, officials say they wiU not accept any¬ 
one into foe ctountry. v^io doesn’t lMve a wade pemtiL So far 
about 75*000 foreign workers have legalized tbeir stay in tbe 
country. • y 

Fool and burnous.. . .. 

■ Thank goodness for small raercies.- The. gove rnm ent has 
decided not to impose a Sales Tax on popular restaurants. This 
means foat you can eat your fool and bomous dishes without foe 
impending fear of a price pxaease. Ibe decision was based ou 

from foe Amman Chamber of Commerce and 
foe Asot^on ofResfourafo and OM&tfocaK^ Owners. 

Free Juidairian prisoiias 



His Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday received,, in the presence of Her Majesty Queen Noor and His Royal Highness 
Prince Hamza Bin Al Hussein, President of the Senate Zeid Rifai, Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament Saad 
Hay el Srour, and President of the Juridical Council Taker HiJanat King Hussein, who has just finished his fourth ses¬ 
sion of chemotherapy, stud he is in good health. 


Arafat meets Prince 
Hassan in Amman 



FaanBes of Jordanian prisoners in Syria demon¬ 
strate outride Parliament, Wednesday 

Photoby Salah Malkawe 


■ The Afob.Human Rights Organization (AHRO) office in 
Amman has sent several memos to foe Syrian Embassy is 
Amman, after receiving complaints from families of Jordanian 
prisoners in Syrian jails. The organization will hold a meeting 
this Monday to discuss the corupfcutrts of foe famfoes of Jorda¬ 
nian detainees in Syria, sources at foe AHRO said. A special' 
committee m charge of following up on foe conditions of Jorda¬ 
nian prisoners in Syrian jails on Monday called for foe release of 
1,000 Jordanian prisoners. The committee called cm foe govern¬ 
ment, Parliament and political parties to make every possible 
effort to ensure foe release of those prisoner! and allow their 
families to visit them as early as possible. 

The committee, staged a sit-in on Wednesday, 14 October in 
front of parliament. Head of foe coriuntaee, bnad Sharqawr, 
said foe committee handed a memorandum to foe Speaker and 
members of.foe Lower House of PariSameitt, describing foe con¬ 
ditions cf Jordanians held in Syria. The committee warned that 
it will cwge a sit-in in front erf the Syrian Embassy , foe Interna¬ 
tional Red Cross Society, foe UN and foe political partiesbrad- 
quanere if its demands are not met. . 

Meanwhile, foe London-based Amnesty International (AI) 
welcomed the move by the fomflies of the Jordanian prisoners m 
Syria, and described it as “more than legitimate." “The families 
have the right to pursue aD possible means to know the wherea¬ 
bouts^ tbeir sons, to visit them and to make sore that they wiB. 
receive a fair trial,** a source at Al Middle East Desk told Pena 
on tbe phone. The source said foe organization wiU do its 
utmost tosupportfoe efforts of these families. He disclos^ foat 
Al is keeping an eye on foe condition of foe detamees.in Synan 


of whom were detained in the 1980s without tnal* The sources 
said AI has recently sent a memorandum to foe Synan gown- 
mail on political prisoners in Syria. TbeOrpmanon scat 
another uEnorandure in 1994 which names of 

hundreds of detainees in Syria, foe whereabouts of whom is still 

a mystery. ’ 


AMMAN (Petra)—President of 
die Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) Yasser Arafat arrived in 
Amman Monday and held talks 
with HRH Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, and senior Jordanian 
officials on foe latest develop¬ 
ments in foe peace process and 
foe Phkstinian-Isradi peace 

npignlwrtinng 

President. Arafat was officially 
received by Crown Prince Has¬ 
san, Prime Minister Fayez Taraw- 
nch. Chief of foe Royal Hashe¬ 
mite . Court _Jawad Anam, 
R^jporteur of die Slate Security 
Council, HRH- Prince Talal bin 
Moianniiad and a number of sen¬ 
ior offices. A number of bi^i- 
ranldzig Palestinian offktaJs also 
axonopanied Mr Arafat in his 

short viat to Amman. 

Prmoe Hassan discussed with 
Palestinian Prcadeci Yasser Am- 
fit the efforts exerted to overcome 
the obstacles hindering the peace 
process* fn a joint press confer¬ 
ence, the Regent said that his 
meeting with President Arafat 
comes will tin foe framework of 
integrity of viewpoints. Prince 
Hassan stressed Jordan’s absolute 
support for foe Palestinian breth- 
rens in their endeavour to attain 
their full legitimate rights on their 
national soil. 

Hie Prince stressed foe neces¬ 
sity to reach dear achievements, 
penning out Jordan’s appreciation 
to foe efforts exerted by foe Pales¬ 
tinian iBorfwdi i p to peril foe 
peaceprooess forward. 

Anfit thanked foe Regent for 



Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, welcomes Chairman Arafat to Amman 

Photo bv KhalilMazra'we 


The constructive and useful meet¬ 
ing,” stressing foe importance of 
consuttancm with Prince Hassan 
ahead of his craning visit to 
Washington. Tbe Prince affirmed 
foe i mportanc e of activating eco¬ 
nomic cooperation between the 
two countries, pointing out that 
there are a lot of projects in this 
respect, approved by His Majesty 
King Hussein and Preskkrtt Ara¬ 
fat. “We are following up on 
everything foat serves Jordanian 
and Palestinian people and tbeir 


stability," Prince Hassan said. 

‘The second and third stages of 
redeployment, as well as the final 
status talks, form an important 
stage in our life," Prince Hassan 
said, stressing that Jordanian and 
Palestinian efforts are comple¬ 
mentary to each other. 

Tbe Regent thanked Arafat 
who said he would visit His 
Mqesty King Hussein during his 
visit to Washington. 

“We hope that the two sides 
would practice wisdom," Prince 


Hassan said in response to a ques¬ 
tion, in the light of tbe Regent’s 
contacts with Ankara and the 
other sides, regarding the escala¬ 
tion of tension between Syria and 
Turkey. Prince Hassan expressed 
his appreciation to the Egyptian 
and Iranian role in this respect 
“We seek within our abilities to 
continuously remind of preempt¬ 
ing crises," Prince Hassan smd, 
pointing out that this region needs 
a collective effort in this crucial 
smiatioreB 


The national dialogue 

THE SO-CALLED national dialogue was given extra 
weight, especially in the light of the formation of a 
ministerial committee headed by Prime Minister Fayez 
A] Tarawneh to determine its objectives and mecha¬ 
nisms. However, there are many differing views on the 
issue. 

Abu Yazan in Ad Dustour says the national dialogue 
is an admission of the presence of a general crisis that 
is manifested in the internal situation, especially 
regarding the levels of poverty and unemployment. The 
idea of a national dialogue is also an indicator of the 
state of Jordan's relations with other Arab countries, 
and its attitudes towards the peace process. 

Some say the national dialogue expresses a genuine 
desire to share the responsibility wifo public opinion. 
Others see it as a way of ending the alienation of the 
opposition, and to reach a unified set of views and 
visions. However, Abu Yazan is not too sure about this 
idea of alienation. Although there was a major crisis 
between the previous government and the opposition, 
things have not reached the stage of alienation. 

A national dialogue should enable us to understand 
our differences and ways of living with them. The 
National Charter set out the common denominators for 
the dialogue. However, as soon as they were estab¬ 
lished. they were quickly shelved. Both the govern¬ 
ment and political parties need to refer to the simple 
and practical rules of democracy. 

The writer says that there has been a national dia¬ 
logue on a daily basis for sometime now. For instance, 
political parties have their own newspapers, and their 
general secretaries are columnists in either daily or 
weekly newspapers. Everyday, we hear about work¬ 
shops, roundtables and seminars. With all this activity 
going on. it will be easy for those interested in public 
affairs to know the various agendas of political parties. 

Abu Yazan underlines the fact that it would be dan¬ 
gerous to limit national dialogue to a number of closed 
meetings, and to make a declaration of principles from 
them. We should try to establish the instruments of dia¬ 
logue between the government and the opposition, and 
between political parties. This also applies to members 
of the same party as well, because parties in Jordan 
tend to reject internal pluralism, whilst fighting vehe¬ 
mently for it in the state and society. 

Mohamed Naji Araayra writing in Al Arab Al Yawm 
on the other hand gives a much more robust view of the 
importance of the national dialogue. We need to be 
more frank and open in facing the problems of the 
nation, on all fronts, whether it be political, social, eco¬ 
nomic or cultural. Many questions come to mind at the 
outset of the dialogue, some of which concern the par¬ 
ticipants and the mechanisms of the dialogue. Amayra 
points out that these questions should be answered by 
the diverse sections of society before looking towards 
the government for answers. 

For the dialogue to be successful it should be com¬ 
prehensive, wide and ongoing. It should cover all polit¬ 
ical allegiances, professional associations, cultural and 
social formations of society. Tbe dialogue should also 
evolve around policies not people, and around pro¬ 
grants not theories. Once it starts, it will become the 
mechanism for decision-making. It will facilitate the 
application of any decisions, because all sections of 
society will have cooperated in influencing such 
decisions. 

The priorities of this dialogue are the urgent public 
issues like poverty, unemployment, corruption, devel¬ 
opment. reform, debts and dealing with tbe economic 
recession. 

This dialogue must have as its reference point the 
Constitution, National Charter and tbe Establishment 
of the Crown. His Majesty King Hussein and Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, set out the momentum for 
this dialogue by meeting representatives of political 
and social organizations, as well as professional and 
public representatives. The point about this dialogue is 
to achieve the goals set out at tbe beginning, and to 
make them as institutionalized as possible, through the 
means of working committees and sub-committees.■ 


Jordan’s archaeological 
heritage under the spotlight 


By Ghassan Joba 

Special to The Star 

THERE IS a common adage: ‘Dig up 
a square meter of land, and you’ll 
find relics.’ This is as true today as it 
ever was. No one can deny the 
importance of archaeology, for our 
heritage. This ts by discovering and 
preserving relics from as far back as 
tbe time man first came on the scene, 
in foe Neolithic period (8500-4500 
BC). Archaeology is the scientific 
study of remains from past human 
lives and cultures, which helps peo¬ 
ple to get a better picture of their 
past Archaeologists aim to discover 
and bring back to life past cultures, 
and save them for future generations. 

Jordan-is.an archaeologists dream, 
if-a wall were built around her bor¬ 
ders, tbe Kingdom would be the larg¬ 
est museum,, in the world. Situated at 
foe crosswords of ancient trade 
routes, foe' land has been home to a 



THE ISSUE of mist has once again becto»fte 
talk of town. Ad Dustour ctrfommst Df -Huda 
Fakhouri says that trust is crucial to strengthen 
relations in society. However, she argues that me 
opposite has been 

between the ordinary man m the street and the 
other Unra ted members of foe community- 
n>e columnist understands, and - 

pons tins mistrust, but 

with those who have higher education degrees. 
tvjcidr chemists and other educated people 

should set at example in our . 

They should help the country to get om of foe. 

m nney-.nl 


' TTieir preference for money over the interest of 
foe people has created a state erf depression. Cor¬ 
ruption of-fins section erf society will have a neg¬ 
ative effect on foe nation. Ibis state of affairs 
makes us long for foe days of ournot so educated 

. ancestors, who struggled against English and 
Turirish occupation- without knowing a word of 
. foe enemies language. 

' Fakouri is amazed at the faflme of doctors and 
. ..phannadss to sure medicine correctly, and then 
' create feeble excuses which are mainly con¬ 
cerned wifo safeguarding their finan cial position. 
This mistrust has been building up for a while, 
-she says. For instance, some state doctors leave 
emergency cases to trainees and nurses, while 
some prirate doctras are only interested in mak¬ 
ing money. However, whai fealty brought foe 
proWembome were thewater and vaccine crises. 
This ddibexate negllgcnce should be punished by 
law, to prevent any further reocctiranceJi 


multitude of civilizations. While Jor¬ 
danians are rightfully proud of their 
history, the vitality and spirit of mod¬ 
ern Jordanian culture ensures foat 
this legacy continues. 

Pursuing this objective, the 
Friends of Archaeology (FOA) held 
the first ‘National Cultural Heritage 
Week.’ under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. Tbe focus was 
on “Protecting Archaeological Heri¬ 
tage," and it is hoped that tins festival 
will become an annual event. 

The week long festival began on 9 
October, and was presided over by 
HRH Prince Ra’ad Bin Zeid. who in 
his opening remarks said. “With the 
rapid pace of development and 
increased tourism expected to come 
to Jordan, the protection of our 
archaeology treasures has become an 
urgent national duty that must be 
shared among- individual citizens, 
public authorities and the private sec¬ 
tor." The Prince also appealed to 
teachers and parents to involve chil¬ 
dren in foe processes of securing our 
heritage, to ensure that “the keys to 
our Identity would be safely handed 
onto the next generation." 

Tbe opening ceremony of the heri¬ 
tage week was held at the Amman 
Citadel (Al Qal’a). The site was cho¬ 
sen as it represents tbe continuity of 
human settlement in Jordan, from the 
early ancestors who lived there semi- 
pastorally or in caves, to the present 
inhabitants of today's civilization. A 
inarch took place after the speeches, 
headed by Prince Ra’ad, in which 
hundreds of people participated, car¬ 
rying banner calling for the protec¬ 
tion of antiquities—some beating foe 
heritage week’s slogan saying “The 
future of our past is in our hands." 
Various concerned institutions and 
agencies in Jordan, also participate in 
the symbolic walk from the Citadel, 
down to and along the main street of 
downtown Amman, and ending up at 
the Amman Municipal Hall in Ras Al 


Ain. 

On their arrival at the City Halt 
Prince Ra’ad opened the cultural 
exhibition* which was open to foe 
public all last week, ending yesterday 
(14 October). The exhibition con¬ 
tained many artifacts, including dis¬ 
plays on excavation and conservation 
work conducted by various archaeo¬ 
logical institutes, NGOs and govern¬ 
mental agencies. A book comer was 
also on foe display, along with an 
exhibition of art by children and 
students. 

The exhibition was largely funded 
by the Canadian Interna¬ 
tional Development 
Agency (CIDA), and the 
content of the displays 
was supervised by a 
committee made up from 
the FOA, Ministry of £ 

Tourism and Antiquities, 
and the CIDA. 

“The FOA’s main 
objective is to engage 
the general public, espe¬ 
cially the young people, 
and to create a wide 
awareness of our cultural 
resources and foe impor- ’ 
lance of archaeology." 

FOA President Leen 
Fakhoury, told 7 he Star. & 

She said foal the non- Prince Ra 
profit making society 
works to protect and preserve ancient 
sites in Jordan, and it supports exca¬ 
vations and contributes to the restora¬ 
tion and conservation of antiquities, 
in cooperation with the Dept of 
Antiquities (DOA), national munici¬ 
palities and concerned institutions, 
both regional and international. 

The FOA was founded in 1958 by 
a small group of international and 
Jordanian archaeologists, who 
wanted to expand foe public's aware¬ 
ness fra- their heritage. Ii works under 
guidelines first published in 1962, 
and operates under the auspices of 


tbe DOA The FOA became an inde¬ 
pendent society on 27 September 
1990. 

The need for the institution is 
greater than ever, since foe Kingdom 
is experiencing a sharp increase in 
tourism-related construction all 
around many archaeological sites. 
Diligent and collective efforts are 
needed from both foe public and pri¬ 
vate sectors, in order to ensure foat 
foe economic expansion takes place 
without any detriment to foe archaeo¬ 
logical heritage. 

“We hope that this week’s activi- 



Prince Ra’ad with Leen Fakhoury 


ties will encourage Jordanians to find 
ran more about antiquities,’* adds Ms 
Fakhoury, who likes to define herself 
as an architect/conservationist. She 
said foot antiquities not only have 
visnal appeal, as they have social, 
religious and cultural importance as 
well. 

Ayda Naghawi, a representative 
from the DOA, said that a special 
bureau was established in 1988 under 
the name of ‘Department of Aware¬ 
ness’, to inform the public on foe 
importance of protecting the national 
heritage. The bureau holds annual 


exhibitions add lectures, both inside 
and outside Amman, to meet this 
goal. “The department was first 
opened in Jerash in 1923, during the 
British Mandate, and was removed 
later to Amman to became a public 
institution," Mrs Naghawi told The 
Star. 

During foe heritage week, the FOA 
announced a new initiative in the 
fight to save artifacts and historical 
sites. Public Service Announcements 
are being broadcast on national tele¬ 
vision for the next few months, on a 
regular basis. The main purpose 
behind these bulletins is to 
highlight the dangers facing 
antiquities iu Jordan, and 
spark discussion among pol¬ 
icy makers. The FOA also 
produced a discussion guide, 
available in English and Am¬ 
ine, to encourage Teachers 
and parents to talk more 
with their children about the 
issue, and to supplement 
their schoolwork with 
assignments, outings and 
creative projects. 

The closing ceremony 
will be held tonight (15 

October) at the Odeon. It is 
promised to be an excellent 
cultural evening, with foe 
dramatic recital of an Arabic 
play. ‘Al Da’ira’ (The Cir¬ 
cle). written by Mrs Hayat Huwoik 
Attieh. The play presents, through 
the legend of foe two forces of fertil¬ 
ity, Ba’al and Ashtar, a solution to 
contemporary problems by drawing 
upon the resources of our cultural 
heritage. Ashlar reminds the people 
that death cannot bury our living cul¬ 
ture. if intellectuals keep it alive and 
renew it for future generations. 

The National Cultural Heritage 
Week hopes to be the spark that will 
light foe fire in all Jordanians, to pro¬ 
tect and conserve the many archaeo¬ 
logical sites in the Kingdom M 
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Our Say. . . 


Small men, big moments 

THE APPOINTMENT of “super-hawk” Ariel Sharon as Israel’s foreign minister 
has triggered legitimate speculation about its impact on the Middle East peace 
process and the forthcoming Wye Plantation summit between Palestinian Presi¬ 
dent Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. It is fearedL 
and rightly too, that Sharon will be the greatest hurdle to a breakthrough in the 
19-month dead-locked peace process. His inimical attitude towards Arafat and his 
support for the expansion of settlements on the West Bank make it clear that he is 
not really the man to help break the ice. His sinister role in the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon in 1982 and the massacre of Palestinian civilians in the Shatila and 
Sabra refugee camps is still fresh in memory, and that makes it doubly difficult to 
accept his credentials as a peacemaker. It is being argued that Netanyahu is really 
shooting over the shoulder of Sharon, and that it is the best way of scuttling the 
negotiations. There are also those who point out that it was Sharon who per¬ 
suaded Menachem Begin to adopt the Camp David agreement in 1978, and cede 
the settlements in Sinai. They argue that it is possible that Sharon could once 
again play the unlikely role of a peacemaker 20 years later. And that peace made 
with a hawk is more reliable than peace made with a dove. Though it makes 
apparently logical sense, it is not realistic enough. 

The problem with Sharon and Netanyahu is that they are too eager to live up to 
their reputation of being uncompromising, and they would go to any absurd 
length to retain that image. Politicians who are prisoners of images make unrelia¬ 
ble negotiators, and that is the crux of the problem. Israel today is in need of lead¬ 
ers who face up to the reality of a Palestinian state, which is inherent in the logic 
of the Oslo Accords. 

It requires both political farsightedness and moral courage to accept the logic of 
history. Arafat, despite the many flaws in his politics and strategy, has shown that 
courage. During the 1970s and 1980s he was a relentless hawk himself, but when 
the time came for talks and peace, he displayed the courage to rise to the occasion 
and sit at the negotiating table. The man who made the famous gesture between 
the gun and olive branch at the UN General Assembly years ago, did not hesitate 
to hold on to the olive branch and let go the gun. And he is standing by the peace 
process despite the despairing deadlock. 

It is this heroism that is lacking in Israeli leaders. They are literally playing to 
the gallery of increasingly diminishing numbers of extremists at home—slowly 
but surely those wanting peace within Israel is on the rise—and seeking short¬ 
term popularity. Momentous decisions in histoiy can never be made by small 
men. Netanyahu and Sharon have to decide whether they want to remain small 
politicians or big leaders.* 
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Ariel Sharon 


The pragmatic 

bulldozer 



By Star Staff Writer 

ARIEL SHARON, Israel’s burly, haw¬ 
kish hero is back on Lhe scene. He was 
named as Israel's new foreign minister 
last week, by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Sharon, 70, is currently the national 
infrastructure minister, and he will 
keep this post as well for the next three 
months, until a replacement is found. 
His influence, however, goes way 
beyond just infrastructure, as be is one 
of the three ministers in Netanyahu's 
so-called ‘kitchen cabinet-' 

Palestinians were mostly dismayed 
at the new appoint¬ 
ment, seeing Sharon 
as a war criminal. It 
was Sharon who led 
the Israeli army into 
Lebanon in 1982. 

Chief Palestinian 
negotiator. Saeb Eri- 
kat, described the 
appointment as ‘‘dan¬ 
gerous,” saying that 
Netanyahu had 
“opted to appease 
Jewish settlers, at 
the expense of 
peace.” However, 
the Palestinian Presi¬ 
dent Yasser Arafat 
said that the matter 
was "purely an inter¬ 
nal affair.” 

This echoes die 
stance taken by Jor¬ 
dan, which is of the 
opinion that what 
really matters is 
Israeli policy 

towards the peace 
process and the Pal¬ 
estinian issue. 

Political analysts, 
however, have 

linked the timing of 
this new appoint¬ 
ment with the 
upcoming peace 
talks between Israeli 
and Palestinian officials, due to be held 
later today, IS October, at the Wye 
Plantation retreat, outside Washington. 
The leading Israeli hawk is known for 
his hostile attitude towards the Pales¬ 
tinians, and rarely makes concessions. 
The talks will include, in particular, 
the US proposal for a 13 percent Israeli 
redeployment from the West Bank, in 
exchange for guarantees of tighter Pal¬ 
estinian security measures. 

Some analysts have said that the 
appointment is a direct result of US 
President Bill Clinton's decision to put 
pressure on Netanyahu to reach an 
agreement with the Palestinians. 

Sharon is viewed by many Israelis as 
the only man who could secure a satis¬ 
factory deal in the crucial ‘final status’ 
talks with the Palestinians, when tack¬ 
ling the thorny issues like the Jewish 
settlements, border controls, the status 
of Jerusalem and the problem of 


refugees. 

Although the two sides have now 
agreed on the 13 percent figure, there 
still remains a problem in the actual 
identification of the land to be rede¬ 
ployed. In the past, Sharon has argued 
vocally against a handover of any more 
than nine percent of the West Bank, 
saying that Israel's security would be 
compromised. 

“We must keep certain terrain in our 
hands, especially the high ground,” be 
told reporters. 

Sharon has even said that he would 
not shake the hand of Mr Arafat, 
although the Palestinian Chairman has 



said he would be willing to shake 
Sharon's hand , if he was willing to 
reciprocate. It is Sharon's opinion that 
any Palestinian autonomy will natu¬ 
rally lead to calls for statehood in a 
short period of time. 

Bom in 1928, in then British-ruled 
Palestine, Sharon has played a major 
role in shaping the Israeli nation. 
Before entering into politics, he was a 
soldier, making his way up from a jun¬ 
ior officer to commander, and fought in 
the 1948, 1967. and 1973 Arab-Israeli 
wars. 

He was first elected to the Knesset in 
1977, and has constantly Shaped 
Israel’s image in the Middle East As 
housing minister in the early 1990*s, 
Sharon presided over the biggest 
expansion drive of Jewish settlements 
in the West Bank and Gaza, since 
Israel occupied the territories in 1967. 
As defense minister, Sharon sent the 


Israeli army into Beirut (Israel’s most 
unpopular war), which ended In the 
expulsion of Mr Arafat and his com¬ 
rades from Lebanon. The war had other 
consequences, namely the massacre of 
hundreds of Pal^tinians by the pro- 
Israeli Lebanese Christian militiamen, 
in the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps. 
Sharon was .removed from office in 
1983, following an Israeli, tribunal 
which linked him indirectly for the 
killings, but he still remained an 
influential character in Israeli politics. 

After the Likud-led coalition came to 
power in 1996, Netanyahu bowed, to 
pressure and included the former army 
general in his cabi¬ 
net "He is the most 
important suited per¬ 
son in Israel for the 
foreign affairs post” 
Netanyahu told a 
press conference. 
“People shouldn’t 
deal with bygones. 
His record through¬ 
out his life, both pub¬ 
lic and private, is one 
that the Israeli people 
can be proud of,” 
Netanyahu added. 

Netanyahu has 
handled the foreign 
ministry portfolio 
himself ever since 
January, when David 
'Levy resigned in 
anger at the way the 
peace process and 
social affairs were 
being handled. 

Sharon's attitude 
to negotiating was 
well demonstrated 
recently, when he 
championed a plan to 
deploy .American 
Apache combat heli¬ 
copters to fire rock¬ 
ets into Gaza, Ramal- 
lah and Nablus to 
stop demonstrators. 

Netanyahu had origi¬ 
nally accepted the plan, .but turned 
away from it after advisors said that it 
wonld lead to outright war. 

The reaction from the Arab World to 
the appointment of Sharon has been 
intense. The official Syrian newspaper, 
Tishrin, described his appointment -as 
"the bullet of mercy for the Middle 
East peace process/, whilst the. Leba¬ 
nese An-Nahar, said the announcement 
was "tantamount to a disaster.” 

The Qatari newspapers called Sharon 
"the butcher of Palestinian blood... and 
the most implacable and hateful Jew.” 
Although the current Israeli govern¬ 
ment is considered to be the most 
extremist of its kind for 'a long while, 
an interim peace agreement is expected 
to be reached this week in Washington. 
This is, of course, assuming that Ariel 
Sharon does not throw-a spanner into 
the works. ■ 


Knowledge is a 
double-edged sword 


By Honda Dixit 

KATHMANDU—The scrip¬ 
tures were right: “Knowl¬ 
edge is a sword, and wisdom 
is a shield.” Perhaps 
nowhere is the raw power of 
knowledge as relevant today 
as it is for the two-thirds of 
the world's people who live 
in the countries of the 
South. 

Everyday in countless 
homes across the developing 
world, knowledge makes the 
difference between life and 
death. 

A Nepali child in a remote 
hamlet in the Himalayas is 
dehydrated by diarrhea, but 
his young mother is brought 
up to believe that under no 
circumstances should water 
be given to her child. Infor¬ 
mation countering this belief 
is contained in posters ax 
rural health centers, and is 
broadcast over Radio Nepal 
every day. but the knowl¬ 
edge has not reached her. 

In a country where 80 per¬ 
cent of all children who die 
are killed by water-borne 
diseases, this knowledge- 
gap can be fatal. In all of 
South Asia, five million 
children die every year 
before their fifth birthday 
from diarrhea dehydration, 
simple infections and mea¬ 
sles. Most of these deaths 
can easily be prevented if 
knowledge about prevention 
is more readily available. 

The challenge is to get the 
information to where it is 
needed as cheaply as possi¬ 
ble. Only when information 
helps people communicate, 
participate and allows them 
and their rulers to make 
informed choices does that 
information become 


knowledge. 

As new technologies 
make it possible to move 
more information faster than 
ever before, we are dazzled 
by the millions of gigabytes 
that move across the world 
in nanoseconds. We are 
infatuated by bandwidth, by 
digital television and gad¬ 
gets and gizmos. Yet we 
hardly question the quality 
of the information: What is 
it that we are communicat¬ 
ing? Is it relevant? Will it 
make the world a better 
place? And does all this 
information’ add up to 
knowledge? 

South Asia, home to a 
fifth of the world's popula¬ 
tion. is today within the 
footprint of at least 50 
broadcast satellites. In India, 
Pakistan and Bangladesh 
alone there are more than 70 
million households with tele¬ 
vision sets, adding up to a 
total viewership of 300 mil¬ 
lion. By 2007, there will be 
550 miLlion television view¬ 
ers in these countries. Half 
of them will be booked up to 
cable—able to watch the 350 
channels that will be availa¬ 
ble by then. 

Advances in information 
technology are supposed to 
shrink distances, but they 
don't necessarily bring peo¬ 
ple together. Better commu¬ 
nications through satellite 
may give people a wider 
array of programming to 
choose from, but it does not 
guarantee greater tolerance 
to diversity. In the short 
term, better communications 
appears to highlight differ¬ 
ences between peoples. 

In India and Pakistan, peo¬ 
ple tune in to each other’s 
television programs, but 


what they watch has deep¬ 
ened hatreds, making it 
more difficult to spread the 
word about peace in a 
newly-nuclear region. 

When these prejudices 
about the ‘other’ have been 
nurtured from childhood 
through textbooks that por¬ 
tray the neighboring country 
as the enemy, one has to ask 
whether governments take 
the holy saying abont 
knowledge being a sword 
too literally. 

Satellite television in its 
own way bos diluted the 
impact of strident domestic 
broadcast media, not for any 
altruistic reasons, but 
because it has audiences (or 
markets) on both sides of 
the border. 

But even here, the enor¬ 
mous potential for satellite 
broadcasts to spread volatile 
knowledge has already been 
seen in the speed with which 
sectarian riots spread, across 
India and Pakistan in 
December 1992 after the 
destruction of a mosque by_ 
Hindu zealots in the Indian, 
town of Ayodhya was broad¬ 
cast in near-real'time via 
satellite. 

Knowledge, may . be '.a 
sword, but is double-edged. ' 
The delivery mechanisms 
for knowledge today are in 
the hands of fewer and 
fewer people. Globally, 
media ownership reflects the 
supranational ownership pat- . 
terns of other worldwide 
businesses. More and more 
of the message propagates a 
global consumer monocul¬ 
ture that generates waste, 
perpetuates economic ’ dis¬ 
parities and is environmen¬ 
tally disastrous. 

It also leaves more and 


more poor people oat.of-the. 
knowledge loop. They have 
lost the knowledge they had, 
and what has replaced! it is 
neither relevant nor useful; 

In many ways. It is. just 
like the loss of genetic 
diversity. High-yield hybrid 
seeds have replaced a rich 
variety of local cereals' 
across the world, improving 
harvests but also making the 
crops more susceptible to 
disease and dependent on 
costly inputs of 
agrochemicals. 

Globalization of media 
subliminally . spreads infor¬ 
mation that eats into tradi¬ 
tional knowledge bases and 
indigenous - processes - that 
are best equipped- to deal 
with local conditions. ■ 

New information-, technol¬ 
ogies offer a chance for 
South Asia to leapfrog tech¬ 
nology, level the playing 
field and democratize infor¬ 
mation to usher in an era 
where better communica¬ 
tions will spread useful 
knowledge. But going by 
recent history,.; the chances 
of this happening are dim: 
the poor win be the last to 
use the technologies, or ben¬ 
efit from' them.' T' 

History teaches that tech¬ 
nology by itself is never the 
answer. The corporate val¬ 
ues that drive the Informa¬ 
tion Age are the very values. 
that drove the' Industrial 
Age. Things will be no dif¬ 
ferent with the Internet or 
satellite television; it all 
depends on who gets to con¬ 
trol these technologies, who 
gets to.'use it and how they 
use it.*. 

Ponos 







War of 
words 

THE. PROVOCATIVE 
Syrian war of words aimed 
at Jordan hardly helped the 
formers case when it tried 
to draw the attention of the 
Arab World to the escalat¬ 
ing dispute with Turkey. 

Jordan finds itself in & 
very awkward situation, 
but it is vital for the interest 
of greater Arab union that 
Jordan responds diplomati¬ 
cally. The retaliation game 
serves nobody’s interest in 
the long run. 

In the last Gulf War we 
paid the price for being to ° 
‘Arab.’ Now, thane is an 
attempt to make us pay the 
price for lacking in Arab- 
ism! There is an obvious 
Syrian attempt to accuse 
Jordan of working against 
any Arab world alliance. 
Much tflTIc has been made 
of a secret m-pact between 
Jordan, Israel and Turkey, 
which aims to undermine 
the whole Arab region 
You just have to look at 
who are toe largest trading 
partners with Jordan (Iraq, 
SaudiArabia etc.) to see 
how non-senrical this sug¬ 
gestion really is. 

The Syrian accusations 
have been made to make 
out that Jordan is a nation 
in conflict; that she is con¬ 
spiring with toe enemy 
The aim can only be to 
increase Arab suspicion on 
Jordan, to interfere with 
our national strategic deci¬ 
sions,: and to make toe 
Kingdom hostage to toe 
caprices of others. 

. The escalation in the war 
of words will go against the 
interests of all nations in 
the region. It is a major 
crime that at a time when 
the region needs solidarity, 
we are engaged in petty 
name calling. 

If the original purpose is 
not to have alliances in toe 
area, fhenlet us all respect 
each other's security, and 
worit together towards dif¬ 
fering the . tension that 
existsbetweeu us^ Progress 
cannot be marl* in this cur¬ 
rent dimate of- accusation. 
Tnist and sensitivity should 
be at the forefront in all 
dealings between brotherly 
neighbors* ^ we should 
have confidence in the vir¬ 
tues of mediation and 
goodwill. 

It is Irightime that we 
panse and reflect on this 
current phenomenon of dis¬ 
tortion, winch can only 
have a dangerous and unac- 
ceptabfe outcome. Why is 
it that everytime our Syrian 
brothers nuke a statement 
of tins kind, it is immedi¬ 
ately talom as toe epitome 
of- Arabism and heroism? 
Surely, actions are stronger 
than words, and since it’s 
formation, toe Hashemite 
Kingdom has beat con¬ 
stantly involved in action. 
Name calling should be left 
in the playground. 

Jordan does not indulge 
in bombastic statements, 
but there have always been 
attempts by others to misin¬ 
terpret'_our position when 
convenient. At a time when 
Jordan las never been 
clearer on it’s aims and 
in tendons, we must ask 
what is it that other nations 
are expecting from us? 

Rather than flogging and 
degrading each other, we 
ought to sit together as 
Arabs and step beyond all 
the defunct promises that 
have been made in the past; 
and make a new beginning 
that would take into consid¬ 
eration the reality of our 
region and the circum- 
sanera that govern all of 
us. 

However, as thrift passes, 
-it seems that individual 
Arab countries are willing 
to chose and chart rtwr 
own course, looking at 
dreir ■ own perspective of 
events, irrespective of their 
neighbors opinions. Let us 
set a precedent among each 
other by stopping the mmy 
of double-standards in 
inter-Arab relations and 
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There are countless 
inter-Arab agreements that 
bave been signed and 
sealed, but then are left on 
[be shelf at the Arab 
League. The same goes for 
agreements signed among 
our Muslim brother ant e s 
« wen, which are gather¬ 
ing dust ia the archives of 

A concerted effort is 
needed by■every partner in 
Sauramdng 
sohdanty and ensuringtoS 
toe issues that need - 
most . attention 
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® Sbuices 'at . Amman 

Chamher of . Industry dis¬ 
closed -that overall forte- 
nian imports from Gennflny 
Stood at JD 291 mflfion last 
year, While. yofame of 
Jordanian exports to that 
country reached JD 17 imt- 
lion for the same year." This 
means that the trarfe bal¬ 
ance is well in favour of the 
latter. Jordanian imports ■ 
from Germany includes 
machines, ~ njcdranes,.. 
chemical ' * instruments, 
whilst Jordan exports are 
mainly made up of_pho&- 
phate. ' and- * : miits and 
vegetables. • ^ 

■ The volume of statutory 
. reserves at; The Cemial 

Bank of .Jordan (CBJ) 

■ reached JD'482.9 niitifon 
last week. jThe. surplus 
reserve totaled JD 42 mil¬ 
lion (including' one-night 
deposits), in addition to the 
JD 40 million -of deposit 
certificates due on F7 Octo¬ 
ber 1998. The overall repur¬ 
chase contracts concluded 
with the Central Bank 'were, 
about JD 6 railBan up until 
mid October,--’ ’ -1 

■ The German Reconstruc¬ 
tion Bank endorsed an addi¬ 
tional soft loan worth DM 
30 million, to be panted to 
Jordan m order to help the 
Kingdom convert the waste 
water from Amman to 

. Khirbeh Al Snmrah This 
brings the; total amount!of 
loaned money for this pro-. 
jeetto DM 89.5 million. 

■ Iraq was Jordan's hugest 
trading partner during 
August, According to statis¬ 
tics revealed by die Minis¬ 
try of Industry and Trade, 
the top 10 trading nations 
with Jordan -are Iraq, Sandr 
Arabia, Lebanon,. Syria, the 
European Union,. Sudan, 
South Korea, Germany and 
Italy respectively. The total 
volume of trade exchange 
between Jordan and these 
countries totaled JD7&Z7- 
rmHion last month.. 

■ The scientific committee 
at the Jordan Society for 
Quality, has recently orga- , 
nized a seminar ih coopera¬ 
tion with Jordan Export 
Development 1 and'ffo ri teae ifr * 

during whichtbe assistant 
director of TUV Manage^ 
mem Service spoke about 
all the services offered By 
the company and their ISO : 
9000 cemfhation. .TUV fa 
represented in Jordan by 
Ibrahim Al Naouri group’s, 
Middle East Survey Co. 
The seminar ‘was attended, 
by the Society’s chairman 
Dr Mohammed Al Halay- 
kah, JEDCO’s director gptf 
end Mr Fartiok Al Hadidi, 
director general of- Al: 
Naouri. group Mr Ibrahim" 
Al Naouri and other mem¬ 
bers from the industrial and 
services sectors. 
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transport is a must 


By Ilham Sadeq "• 

Star Staff-Writer, 

TRANSPORT SERVICES in 
all its diffcrem fbrnfa—land, 

- sea and air-—continues, to 
pfafa major Tole in shaping 
the - Kingdom’s.economic , 
activity, and contributes 
greatly to. the national cof-. 
'.fefs '.This sector, accounts for 
approximately 30 percent of; 
.All economic activity in Jor¬ 
dan . so a',healthy transport 
sector is a necessity. *. • 

Refuting' the importance 
of this sector,- local operators 
: involved 1 in all ' forms of 
.transport'. are 1 doing 'their 
utrodst 'to offer competitive 
services,.; at an ■ affordable 
■ cost: " r _.- 

.Leading .the way in Jordan 
is Al Naouri Group, which 
started to offer-such services 
about - - five years ago, and 
-coupled with the vision of its 
"energetic managing' director. 

’ Mr Ibrahim Al Naouri, it has 
beeh able to advance greatly 
'in . this short time -period. 
Paying special attention to 
the transportation , of cargo at 
the-. Aqaba national - port, 

• Ammon-Shipping and Trans- - 
port,, an - affiliate - of the 
group; ’ were rewarded the 
agency ’ of. the v world’s 
biggest shipping Tine. Ever¬ 
green. - Their 1 operations 
through Aqaba commenced 


.in 1994. “We 
were .. abje to 
expand our. area 
of scope greatly 
: with ...Evergreen, 
so -that Dpw we 
- can coyer all tbe 
. world •" . practi¬ 
cally,’'said Mr Al 
: Naouri in an inter¬ 
view with The 
.Star: Such a move 
. benefited both 
Jordanian export-, 
ers and importers 
immensely, as.- it 
opened up new 
markets that were 
previously 
unreachable. . 

To increase the 
level of transport 
services at Aqaba, 

Ammon 
Shipping & Naouri 
Transport incor¬ 
porated inspec¬ 
tion facilities, whilst comply¬ 
ing with the Saudi Arabia 
Standards Organization 
(SASO): “This is because the 
Saudi market is of major 
importance to Jordanian 
exporters, and by making 
them aquatinted with SASO 
specifications and condi¬ 
tions, the Jordanian products 
now have free access to the 
Saudi market,” . Al Naouri 
added- (A full article was 
published on this matter in 
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The Star’s 17 September 
issue). 

Speaking on tbe proposal 
to transform Aqaba into a 
free trade zone, the director 
said, “If the proposal comes 
to.fruition, it would help to 
raise the capacity of the port, 
which can only be good for 
Jordan.” However, Al Naouri 
elaborated that the proposal 
needs further study, and that 
the current rules governing 
free trade zones in Jordan 
would need to be amended to 
take into account Aqaba's 
unique characteristics. 

Holding a BA from tbe 
Faculty of Commerce at the 
University of- Jordan, Al 
Naouri'has worked in the 
shipping field for twenty 
years now. He commented 
on reports that had said that 
some merchants were divert¬ 
ing the goods away from 
Aqaba to Haifa. “Tbe amount 
of ships involved are mini¬ 
mal, and there will be now 
negative impact on the har¬ 
bor. We are doing our best to 
enhance the movement of 
goods at Aqaba, which func¬ 
tions as the main source of 
livelihood for the 70,000 
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population of tbe port city.” 
Al Naouri confirmed. How¬ 
ever. he suggested that the 
floatation of charges for han¬ 
dling and delivery of goods 
at the port, especially regard¬ 
ing Iraqi shipments, could 
help in boosting output from 
the harbor. 

Al Naouri group activities 
are not only restricted to 
shipping. Tourism is also tbe 
agenda. “Our belief in the 
future growth of the tourism 
sector was behind the estab¬ 
lishment of Green Meadows 
Travel and Tourism, which 
aims to fully participate in 
the development of tbe tour¬ 
ism industry and- tbe export 
of Jordan worldwide,” the 


Economic gloom spreads, 
with no end of clouds in sight 


By Craiig JGtwdpn, Drew 
Fetherston and Susan 
Harrigan" 

WHEN THE most serious 
threat to-the world economy 
since World War JI really got 
started oh July 2, ; 1997, most 
Americans barely eaten noticed. 

. The news was easy to snfa&-. 
Thailand, a; South East Asian 
country, little bigger tiiatiCali- 

' foiria;- decided if could no 

■ longer' afford ; to protect tbe 
value df its ateqeyi Within six 
months tbe devalued currency 
bad lost half its purchasing 
power. 

If if had been limited to 
T hailand, international -agen¬ 
cies might have been able-to. 
patch up the problem, and tbe 
world migh t never have ottered 
the phrase “Asian contagion 

■ But now'Americans can’t 
escape hews of global eco- 
nomic crisis. The crisis that 
once Seemed so distant—-even 
as it tote through Thailand’s 
neighbors, then Japan and then 
Russia—has ' landed on US 


Lurie’s NewsCartoon 



shores with a roar, jerking Wall 
'Street back to earth and threat¬ 
ening to end one of the longest 
economic expansions in US 
history. ' 

Many economists now fig¬ 
ure tbe United Stares has no 
better than a 50-50 chance of 
avoiding a recession in the next 
two years. “I would say the 
best of tbe 1990s fa behind us, 
at least In economic terms," 
said Cynthia Latta, the princi¬ 
pal-US economist for DRI, a 
McGiaw Hill-owned forecast¬ 
ing firm in Lexington, Mass. 

A recession? Just a few 
months ago, commentators 
were tripping over themselves 
to come up with superlatives to 
describe toe strength of the US 
- economy. In many parts of the 
country, there fa little evidence 
of a. slowdown. Jobs are being 
created, wages are rising, 
homes are bring bought and 
sold rood consumers are still out 
in force. 

But nationally, the signs of 
wear around the edges of die 
economy are starting to show. 
Last week two major multina¬ 
tional . companies. Raytheon 
and Gillette, announced major 
layoffs tied to the global crisis. 
.• Blame die sudden turna¬ 
round on what ntigbt.be called 
. the dark side of globalization— 
die linkages' among countries 
and economies on far-flung 
rides of the globe. Even though 
the. links may seem small and 
indirect, they’re noL US com¬ 
panies. have 1 increasingly 
looked overseas for sales and 
profits, and they did,wed when 
economies in places such as 
Asia were some of tbe fastest- 
growing in die workL 
.' These same-companies suf¬ 
fer when their overseas cus¬ 
tomers can no longer afford to 
buy thrirproducts. Meanwhfle, 
they also are buffing from com¬ 
petition ; wadi' : low-priced 


imparts, which are coming 
from some of the same coun¬ 
tries that are in trouble, as they 
try to sell goods here to help 
die economies back home. 

Even the stock market losses 
are starting to become more 
real for Americans, who have 
enjoyed a bull mar ke t through¬ 
out the 1990s. As investors 
start receiving third-quarter 
mutual fund and 401(10 state¬ 
ments showing losses virtually 
everywhere, they could get 
scared and stop spending, con¬ 
tributing to a slowdown. 

Consumer confidence 
already is slipping. Tbe crisis 
has spread and shows little sign 
of letting up anytime soon. 
There also is a growing sense 
dial no one knows exactly how 
to stop it—and if they do, 
tbey’re not willing to take tbe 
bilteir medicine Deeded to ger 
through it 

Even a meeting last week in 
Washington of tbe two agen¬ 
cies best positioned to help, the 
International Monetary Fond 
and the World Bank, produced 
Hide in the way of a concrete 
attack plan. 

What’s most worrying fa that 
fin and a] problems acr like a 
communicable disease, spread¬ 
ing from one nation to another. 
Thus the crisis that struck 
Malaysia and Thailand last year 
went on to affect Indonesia and 
South Korea. It savaged 
Japan’s hopes for a recovery 
from its long economic slide 
and. spread .further to wreck 
Russia’s system. 

Concerns now are focused 
on Latin America, where Bra¬ 
zil’s currency is under strong 
pressure, though an IMF rescue 
package may be ready by this 
week. 

In part this is due to the 
actions of international specula¬ 
tors, who bet billions of dollars 
that various currencies would 


collapse, and in so doing may 
have caused just such 
collapses. 

Bui tbe spread of these fiscal 
diseases is also fostered by 
human emotion. An IMF report 
noted, “A key problem is that 
financial markets tend, in the 
face of such a shock (as the 
current world financial crisis), 
to be characterized by panic 
and herd instinct, and don’t dis¬ 
criminate between strong and 
weak economies.” 

The bottom line? The IMF, 
which earlier had said the 
world economy would grow by 
three percent this year, now 
thinks growth may be only 2 
percent. Tbe World Bank says, 
“Some academic economists 
warn that toe Fund may be opti¬ 
mistic in predicting two percent 
growth.” 

Until recently, US investors 
appeared to view tbe crisis as a 
faraway storm that might very 
well blow itself out or veer 
away before reaching this 
continent. 

' Thailand's devaluation, seen 
in retrospect as the trigger for 
today’s troubles, caused barely 
a ripple in US markets at tbe 
time. Although the Dow Jones 
industrial average plunged 
sharply in October 1997 
because of troubles in tbe Hong 
Kong market, it recovered 
quickly and roared to an all- 
time high of 9,338 by July. 

But now tbe storm has come 
ashore. A belated recognition 
that the new global economy 
can drag down US stocks, as 
well as prop them up, has 
caused the US stock market to 
give up all of its 1998 gains. 

Last week, the crises in Asia, 
Russia and Latin America 

began to surface in many 
American homes in toe form of 
disappointing third-quarter 
results from mutual funds and 
retirement plans. With the 


exception of funds indexed to 
the Standard & Poor's 500. 
which eked out an average 2.5- 
percent gain for tbe year. US 
general equity funds all lost 
money on average in the first 
three quarters of 1998, accord¬ 
ing to Upper Analytical Ser¬ 
vices. Analysts now are fore¬ 
casting a 4.2 percent loss for 
all US companies in toe third 
quarter, compared to their 
expectations of a 9.6 percent 
third-quarter gain as recently as 
July, according to Joseph 
Abbott, a research manager for 
IJBE.S Inc., a company that 
monitors such forecasts. 
LB.E.S also expects analysts to 
lower their fourth-quarter and 
1998 predictioQsJI 
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director added. 

In all their activities, tbe 
group gives emphasis to 
upgrading their services and 
complying with international 
specifications and standards. 
Three subsidiaries of the 
group are already ISO 9000 
certified. The group also 
established an affiliation 
with Near East Inspection 
Co., to introduce the services 
of the German giant TUV, 
which is one of the biggest 
European companies in ISO 
9000 certification. So far. the 
TUV management service 
has certified 15 Jordanian 
companies, and another five 
are due to be certified very 
soon.H 


A new economic reform plan? 

DOES JORDAN need another reform plan to tackle toe 
economic problems facing the Kingdom, and have any of 
the governmental slogans promising a ’brighter future’ 
ever come to fruition? 

These are just some of (he questions being asked this 
year; toe year when the 1989 economic reform plan comes 
to an end. There have been repeated promises that toe liv¬ 
ing standards for the majority of Jordanians would be 
greatly enhanced by the time the reform plan terminates. 
Many supporters of the program reiterated that the divi¬ 
dends would only be reaped in the long run. and that peo¬ 
ple should weather the short term difficulties. 

What has happened, however, is an economic growth 
rare of less than one percent. We al! remember the eco¬ 
nomic growth rate fiasco, and the resulting fall of Dr 
Abdul Salam Al Majali and his government His successor. 
Dr Fayez Tarawneh, has promised a rich agenda aimed at 
achieving real growth, and for toe elimination of poverty 
and unemployment 

However, is this toe whole story? Some analysts and 
experts who were against the reform plan from toe begin¬ 
ning have stressed that all the prevailing economic prob¬ 
lems are a result of the economic reform plan, because it 
was imposed by outsiders—the World Bank and the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund—who are not familiar with the sit¬ 
uation in Jordan and its special characteristics. They 
stressed that a national reform plan is what is really 
needed, that will give consideration to the local issues fac¬ 
ing toe Kingdom at the moment. 

Today, some economic heavyweights are calling for the 
removal of the International Monetary Fund (IMFj, claim¬ 
ing that it has failed in its mission; that of helping coun¬ 
tries in economic trouble. The idea has gained momentum, 
especially after the IMF prescriptions had failed to cure the 
shock waves resulting from the recent collapse of the 
Asian financial markets last year. 

Despite these reservations, it seems that Jordan is going 
ahead with a new economic reform plan. It has been 
reported that the Jordanian government and the World 
Bank will soon approve a new strategy, whereby the latter 
undertakes to provide the former with financial and techni¬ 
cal aid over toe next three years. The aid will be in the 
form of grants and loans, worth around £500-600 million. 

The secretary general of the Ministry of Planning. Mr 
Abdul Razzak Bani Hani. was quoted as saying that Jor¬ 
dan’s new five-year economic plan (1999-2003) will 
include similar programs launched by toe kingdom 
recently, but under toe guidance of the international 
institutions. 

The Ministers of Finance and Planning have just 
returned from Washington, following a visit aimed at dis¬ 
cussing financial aid with toe IMF. The question being 
asked now is: Will Jordan really benefit from this financial 
aid. and bow long it will take her to repay the debts? ■ 


British Bank Foundation 
Scholarship candidate 

BRITISHBANK has said that the British Institute for 
the first beneficiary 'of the Archaeology at Amman .with 
BritishBank Foundation iu the assistance of the British 
Jordan has been selected. Council, under guidance 
The beneficiary of this first from the Antiquities 
award is Miss Louna Khir- Ministry, 
fan, who has been awarded a The BritishBank Foundal 
scholarship at the Iron tion is a 1 million pound 
Bridge Institute at the Uni- sterling community initiative 
versity of Birmingham. The to benefit nationals in the 
Chief Executive Officer, Mr region. Sir William Purves. 
John Pascoe and Miss Kbit- former Chairman HSBC 
fan jointly signed the one Holdings and BritishBank 
year contract at the British- said, ‘The Foundation is & 
Bank headquarters. symbol of our close associa- 

The BritishBank Founda- iron with the region and a 
tion seeks to match tbe goals significant announcement 
of the country in which the marking our continuing cora- 
Bank operates. The scholar- raitment to the Middle East."- 
ship is therefore in the disci- The Bank has committed l 
pline of Heritage Manage- million pound sterling to aii 
raent. The course adapts the independent trust in Jersey; 
principles of conservation to fund initiatives and activi; 
and stewardship developed ties that will directly benefit 
within museums and conser- local communities. Initially, 
vation agencies to take tbe focus for the fond will be 
account of the demand for education, 
sustainable tourism, regener- “It is a source of immense 
ation and environmental personal pride that in the last 
awareness. 50 years, BritishBank has 

Under the patronage of toe been an innovative catalyst 
Ministry of Tourism, the of economic development at 
Foundation matches the Min- the heart of the community; 
istiy’s goals for the preserva- Today we can reflect with 
tion and restoration of Jorda- pride on our achievement 
Qian national monuments and made possible by our cus- 
enviroamenta! assets. The tomers, partners and employ- 
course has been selected by ees," Sir William said.H 


alaysia in $1.2 billion 
bailout of Renong 
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.. RENONG-UEM.' Malaysia’s troubled . 
infrastructure, conglomerate, was bailed, 
oaf by • toe gov ernm ent • this week /with - 
M$43bn ($I2bq). fora restructuring, leav-. • 
ing shareholders with majority controL * 

Tbe restrijctoring plan, which is also- 
- likely to mclutfc a writo-down by commer¬ 
cial tenders, isJfte latest twist in the rescue 
. of Renting, orate The investment anti of the 
ruEngUnano political party-, . - 

Last year,’ Renong was saved by a - con- . 

. troverszal deal which involved. Its subsidi¬ 
ary, UEM. -buying a stake in it—a move 
that pushed down fakes on (hie Malaysian „ 
stock market by-around six per cent.. - 
Under the.'latest plan, the Malaysian, 
.government-.will set- up .an Infrastructure 
Develt^jmeniGoiparation which wifi issue . 
M$105bn ini long-term zero-coupon' 1 
bonds: Ofc these, M$6bn'would-, bp^used.tti:' 
settle- debts of IJEM and purchase some of / 
Renoag.’s debts. Tfe.bonds would be stir- 
yiced by cadi flow from.UEM’s “PLUS" " 
loll roadand securcdiby tbeioad itself. 

The cramping M$A5bn of IDG 'bonds' 

. are likely to be-more comrovereial for both 
. taxpayers and lendm. - They win be 
. exchanged for ah equal amount of com¬ 
mercial lendmg 'for^ three: infrastructure 

- projects in which Renong_bas/.a stoke, 
including a.toll road, ligiirrail system and 

- the natipaaVrailway. The government will - 


' receive equity in toe projects but Renong 
will retain majority control 
1 •' Although the nominal value of that 
. exchange wfll be toe sans, the bonds will 
not be-seTviced until after. 2004. Because 
they represent ; sovereign^ risk, they are 
:! likely to cany lower interest rates than cur- 
. rent commercial debt_ 

Bank lenders have not yet agreed to the 

- exchange and bondholders have not been 
~. consulted about toe plan. “In an open econ¬ 
omy there would be bell to pay for this," 
said one analyst “But with capital controls 

. in place and a banking crisis on our hands; 

this plan has a great deal of internal logic 
'-.to it” 

The bonds will be serviced by future lax 
• receipts from PLUS—money that would 
nonnally. gp directly to -the Treasury." 
Renong, which recently reported losses of 
' MS8l8m to Juue 30 compared with a 
V profo of M$703m fast year, said the gov- 

- etiuitenfbtinefitedfrorathe deal because it 

> wouldn’t have To take over tbe projects 
••; .directly and pay hack lenders up front. 

> - • WMr Renting-liEM possibly accounting 
for between 5 : ahd 8 per cent of total lend¬ 
ing by- Malaysian banks, the overall tax¬ 
payer bill-for the rearoe of the country’s 
banking system may decline due to the 

: pfan-.IDC could- eventually be used for 
other troubled projects as well, analysts 
. saidK . 
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Iraqi cancer children 
receive aid from 
Independent readers 


By Robert Fisk 

IT WAS only a refrigerated 
truck, backing into the 
broken loading bay of a 
Baghdad hospital, a squad of 
sweating Iraqis heaving the 
boxes from the tailboard and 
hauling them into 
the building atop 
old refuse carts. 

Across town at the 
Mansour hospital, 
we had to use a 
stretcher to trans¬ 
port the 5,815kg 
of medicines, 
stuffing the pain¬ 
fully expensive 
vinchristine into 
the director's per¬ 
sonal fridge. A bit 
of an anti-climax, 
you might say— 
until you saw the 
army of children 
in the wards 
upstairs. 

Weeping with 
pain, or smiling in 
innocence of their 
fate, the cancer 
children of Iraq— 
in Mosul. Basra 
and Baghdad— 
have, at lasL. 
received the 

almost £100,000 
worth of medi¬ 
cines contributed 
by readers of The 
Independent after 
the paper's cover¬ 
age of their plight 
last March. 

“Have you brought sorae- 
Ihing for me?” a little girl 
asked, as Dr Selma A1 Had¬ 
dad told her quietly lhat all 
drugs must be shared 
equally among the children. 
In one comer of the cancer 
ward, Hebba Mortaba lay in 
a blue dress, a hideous 
rumour distorting her tiny 
figure, her mother watching 
helplessly. 

Given United Nations 
sanctions and Saddam Huss¬ 
ein’s own ban on medicine 


imports, it was. in truth, 
something of a miracle that 
our truck made it across the 
Iraqi desert, finally shep¬ 
herded around the country's 
hospitals by the charity. 
CARE's two indomitable 

Iraqi representatives. Marga- 


cluded. The British docu¬ 
mentation at the UN referred 
to the medical payment as 
“readers donations from 
fihej Independent 

newspaper." 

The 58 cartons and boxes 
of drups flown from Heath- 



An Iraqi mother comforts her child as they wait for long overdue treatment 


ret Hassan and Judy Morgan. 
The UN had given us clear¬ 
ance on 15 June and the 
office of the Iraqi president 
finally agreed with CARE 
last month to allow our ship¬ 
ment through, almost cer¬ 
tainly after the personal 
approval of Saddam 
Hussein. 

“The members of the 
<Security Council} Commit¬ 
tee have no objection to the 
sending of the specified 
items." the UN's letter con- 


row to Amman by Royal 
Jordanian airlines, and then 
trucked the . 500-miles to 
Baghdad, have been equally 
disu-ibuted to children’s hos¬ 
pitals across Iraq. 

But were we in time? The 
truth should be told. 

Most of the children 
whose suffering we 
recounted last February are 
dead—even the little boy 
whose portrait became the 
symbol for The Indepen¬ 
dent’s appeal—and most of 


the tiny children I have seen 
in Iraq will die too. 

Dr Jawad Ali told me in 
Basra. “Bui you must under¬ 
stand what your people have 
done, they have helped to 
prolong these small lives, 
and to improve the quality 
of life of these 
children. They are 
going to die in 
one month, two 
months, two years 
...yes, perhaps a 
few will live... 
believe me, it is 
worth bringing 
your drugs here.” 

Touring the 
children's cancer 
wards, I listened 
to the same awful 
stories I beard in 
February, of fami¬ 
lies untouched by 
leukemia until the 
1991 Gulf War, of 
children who 
brought home 
pieces of Ameri¬ 
can and British 
shells and bombs 
that were almost 
certainly contami¬ 
nated with ura¬ 
nium, of parents 
caught in Allied 
bombing whose 
children—born, in 
some cases, long 
after the wax — 
have developed 
tumours. 

For all of them, 
Independent read¬ 
ers have brought relief. 

It would have been satis¬ 
fying to report that Indepen¬ 
dent contributions had saved 
dozens, perhaps hundreds of 
lives. But that would be 
myth. Yet, our drugs are full 
courses, two years’ treat¬ 
ment that can provide a 
cure, and they will prolong 
the lives of the innocent. 
For, perhaps, just a handful, 
they will also provide the 
gift of life.! 
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Pakistan’s National Assembly 
votes to introduce sharia law 


By Farhan Bokhari and Mark 
Nicholson 

ISLAMABAD—Pakistan's lower 

house approved a controversial law to 
enshrine the constitutional supremacy 
of Islamic ‘sharia' law. The law has 
exposed deep divisions between hard¬ 
core Islamists and liberals over the role 
of religion in the state according to the 
Financial Times. 

The National Assembly passed the 
law by more than a two-thirds major¬ 
ity. the first step towards establishing 
overriding authority to the Koran and 
Islamic teachings over the country’s 
constitution, while also granting the 
government sweeping powers to imple¬ 
ment and reinterpret existing laws. 

However, the bill still requires 
approval from the Senate, where the 
Moslem League party of Nawaz 
Sharif, the prime minister, does not 
command a majority. Mr Sharif's party 
swept to power in February last year, 
winning more than two-thirds of the 
lower house. 

Mr Sharif introduced the bill lust 
month claiming it was necessary to 
provide greater justice to the country’s 
poor. However, critics say the move 


was a political expedient designed to. 
placate Pakistan’s well-organised and. 
highly vocal Islamic groups. Opposi¬ 
tion parties yesterday said the law 
would give the government arbitrary 
and extra-constitutional powers. 

Mr Sharif proposed the sharia bill 
soon after US missile attacks in August 
on terrorist training camps in neigh¬ 
bouring Afghanistan, allegedly run by 
the Saudi terrorist . ‘mastermind' 
Osama bin Laden. The bombing trig¬ 
gered widespread protests from Islamic 
groups, already angered by Mr Sharif's 
moves towards signing the Compre¬ 
hensive Test Ban Treaty following 
Pakistan’s nuclear blasts in May. Isla¬ 
mists sec the move as a capitulation to 
the US. 

The bill is a diluted version of Mr 
Sharif's initial proposal, removing pro¬ 
visions which would have allowed par¬ 
liament to effect constitutional changes 
with a simple parliamentary majority, 
rather than the current rwo-thirds 
required. Nevertheless, opposition 
groups yesterday suggested that the 
bill would still enable the got eminent 
‘ to ride roughshod over existing consti¬ 
tutional rights. 

Artzaz Ahsan, a lawyer and senator 


i ■ . f. 


for the opposition Pakistan People’s -J 
party, said; “This law wiR.be.supra- ^. 
constitutional. All the fondamaital V: 
rights, for women and minorities 
going to be in jeopardy:** - ; ; ^. i 

The bill has also aroused anger from j ; 
women activists. Some-say they are’\f 
still haunted by memories, from the. 
Islamisation of the 1980s nnrter. Geg-'-- 
eral Zhi ul Haq. the last miihaiy digtfr- - , 
tor. One proposal then said that foe evir 
dence of one man was equal to that of : 
two women. • • - •' , 

Ayesha Khan, one of a small group . 
protesting outside the parliament yes¬ 
terday; said: “Whenever there ; is- a 
move for Lslamisarion, whatever - is 
implemeniable is against the interests 
of w omen and non-Moslem people.” • 
Controversy surrounding foe bill is 
likely to deepen political uncertainties 
in Pakistan, already wrestling With a 
crippling economic crisis sparked by 
the imposition of sanctions after; its 
nuclear tests. Earlier this-week General 
Ja hangir Kar am.ii, Pakistan's chief o£ 
army stuff, resigned after making an.. 
uncharacteristically outspoken speech 
criticising poor management.. of foe • 
economy and in foreign policy Jl ■ 



A Syrian reads a local magazine in Damascus, 13 October to follow die latest developments m the Syrtan- 
Turkish crisis over Syria’s alleged support for the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) which is seeking sejf-rule m 
southeast Turkey. The last two weeks have brought Ankara and Damascus close, to an armed conflict that many 
fear could spread across the region. _ Reuters 


Iran says it repelled attack * 

’s Taliban 
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By John Daniszewski 

TEHRAN—Iran claimed this 
week to have beaten back an 
attack on a remote border 
post by Afghanistan's ruling 
Taliban militia, saying it 
inflicted heavy casualties in 
what would mark the two 
sides’ first armed face-off 
after more than a month of 
threats and saber-rattling. 

The Taliban, however, dis¬ 
missed the Iranian claims of 
a three-hour battle as propa- 
gawfesd-Mti'ng ;‘hat 2 aay, ! §^dv. 
engagement. had even taken 
place. Iran’s report of fight¬ 
ing could not be verified 
independently because 
observers have been denied 
access to the border areas. . 

Even if some encounter did 
occur, it appeared doubtful 
that it represented the start of 
a much-feared war between 
Shiite Muslim-ruled Iran and 
the mainly Sunni Muslim 
Taliban. Iranian spokesmen 
said calm conditions had 
resumed all along the border 
between the two countries, 
reported the LA Times- 
Washington Post News 
Service. 

Iran and the Taliban, an 
extremist force that claims to 
be promoting the world's 
purest form of Islam, have 
become bitter rivals over dif¬ 
ferences in their interpreta¬ 
tion of Islam and charges that 
the Taliban—which controls 
90 percent of Afghanistan's 
territory—has oppressed the 
Shiite minority in that 
country. 

Antipathy flared into open 
hostility last month after the 
Taliban admitted lhat its sol¬ 
diers had killed eight Iranian 
diplomats and an Iranian 
journalist after conquering 
Mazar-i-Sharif, a nonhem 
stronghold of resistance to 
the Taliban. 

Iran’s report of the battle 
came as a senior UN envoy 
was leaving Iran for Paki¬ 


stan, where he hoped to meet 
with Taliban and Pakistani 
officials to try to-defuse the 
danger of a regional conflict. 

By making ' public the 
reported clash, one Western 
observer here speculated, 
Iran may have hoped to con¬ 
vince UN special envoy 
Lakhdar Bra hi mi, Taliban 
leaders in Afghanistan and 
their Pakistani friends that a 
real war is imminent unless 
the Taliban responds urgently 
to Iran’s demands ro end- the 


Iranian' President Moham¬ 
mad Khatami has repeated 
that his. country strongly pre 1 
fers a diplomatic settlement 
to the matter. But Foreign 
Minister Kama! Kharrazi had 
warned last week thaC Iran 
was willing to use force if 
diplomatic means fail. Mean¬ 
while,-Brahimi, the'UN spe¬ 
cial envoy," was continuing 
his shuttle diplomacy .to try 
to reduce the likelihood of a 
war breaking our between 
Iran and the Taliban. 
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of talks. 


Iran* wants the TahbarTTo" tooth seniorbanian officials 


surrender 40 Iranian prison¬ 
ers it holds and to put on trial 
and punish the soldiers 
responsible for the killing of 
the Iranian diplomats. To 
back up its demands, Iran 
marshaled a force that it 
claims numbers 270,000 
army troops and Revolution¬ 
ary Guards along its eastern 
border with . Afghanistan. 
Since last week, it has been 
staging air and ground mili¬ 
tary exercises that appear 
clearly intended to pressure 
the Taliban. 


in Tehran, Brahimi said he 
felt more optimistic that “the 
threats 'of a regional crisis 
will lessen,” but he saw the 
accumulation, of large numr 
bers of forces from both 
sides along - their mutual bor¬ 
der as a potential powder 
keg. 

According to the Iranian 
news agency. IRNA.. this 
weeks attack came when Tal¬ 
iban militia struck the Saleh- 
Abad border post in Iran's 
Khbrasan province with mor¬ 
tar and machine guns. Brig- 


ader General Azizollah Jsa¬ 
fari, the ground force com- 
' mander of the Revolutionary 
Guard, said that Iranian 
troops fought back for three 
hours and destroyed three 
Afghani border posts used by 
the Taliban, IRNA said. Tali¬ 
ban spokesmen denied an ^*0 
attack took place. 

In Washington, a senior 
State Department official 
told a Senate hearing that he 
. could not immediately con¬ 
firm tire Iranian report on the 
‘"--flnshbR Bnt KarUfnderfonh, 
t assistant secretary of State 
for South Asian affairs, said 
he doubted such an incident 
would lead to an Iranian 
incursion. 

News of the reported clash 
between Iran and the Taliban 
prompted UN Secretary Gen¬ 
eral Kofi Annan to issue an 
appeal to both sides urging 
‘ ‘maximum restraint* to avoid 
a confrontation. In New 
York, Annan said through 
his spokesman’s office that 
there is a new urgency to 
find a peaceful solution.! 
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and ct^turalwook^J- m i. 
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IN JUNE 1995. the Peking authorities 
uniiaicraJIy suspended cross-strait consul¬ 
tations and launched verbal attacks and 
military threats against Taiwan, bringing 
cross-strait relations to a new low. But the 
ROC's stance has remained consistent. 
The Taiwan government have since then 
made 114 public appeals calling on the 
China to resume communications and 
consultations as soon as possible. Mean¬ 
while, the Straits Exchange Foundation 
tSEFl has sent four letters To the Associa¬ 
tion for Relations Across the Taiwan 
Strait tARATSj. calling for the resump¬ 
tion of normal interaction between per¬ 
sonnel of the two intermediary orgumza- 
rions. and clearly stating the ROC's hope 
for resuming consultations. Our overtures 
have been based upon the pragmatic view 
that more room should be reserved for the 
long-term development of cross-strait 
relations, rather than withdrawal or a 
restraint of policy due to temporary 
changes in the circumstances. 

In" February 1998. China finally 
expressed their consent to resume com¬ 
munications and consultations in an offi¬ 
cial letter to Taipei. Since then the 5£F 
and the ARAT5 have made considerable 
progress in improving cross-strait com¬ 
munications and in raising the level of 
personnel for exchange visits. Most sig¬ 
nificant, the SEF and the ARATS, in 
response to the extreme importance 
attached to this issue by the public, finally- 
agreed and confirmed that SEF Chairman 
Koo Chen-fu will visit the Chinese main- 


China-Taiwan meeting signals 

thaw in relations 


lanJ during October 14-19. I9H8. and 
during the course of his trip will meet 
with ARATS Chairman Wane Daohan. 
After over three years of cross-strait ten¬ 
sions. this outcome is a beacon of peace, 
.sorting people's minds to resL Consider¬ 
ing that the institutionalized system for 
cross-strait consultations was suspended, 
this meeting between the top leaders of 
the SEF and the ARATS holds profound 
significance for the positive development 
and interaction of cross-strait relations in 
the future. 

On 7 November 1997. the Taipei-based 
SEF wrote to the Peking-based ARATS. 
suggesting that Mr Koo Chen-fu. chair¬ 
man of the SEF. lead a group of delegates 
on a visit to the Chinese mainland. This 
suggestion was based on the pragmatic 
concern that institutionalized communica¬ 
tion and dialogue across the strait can be 
“gradually'' resumed. If formal consulta¬ 
tions are rushed at a time when communi¬ 
cation seems difficult and hostility across 
the strait still persists, not only will con¬ 
sultations be fruitless, but the already 


fragile mutual trust between Taiwan and 
the mainland could potentially be further 
damaged, thus endangering cross-strait 
relations. It is our sincere hope that 
through these meetings and the free 
exchange of opinions between the two 
chairmen, a good atmosphere conducive 
to further development across (he strait 
can be created. Chairman Koo’s visit to 
China seeks to establish common ground 
for the resumption of talks, and also 
hopes to ease and reduce the antagonism 
and misunderstanding which has grown 
over more than (hree years. 

Through our consistent efforts, the Chi¬ 
nese mainland finally was willing to 
arrange for a meeting between the SEF and 
the ARATS at the vice chairman and dep¬ 
uty xecretarv-general levels and to proceed 
with a meeting of the two chairmen. This 
ix an important step to the gradual resump¬ 
tion of communications anil talks between 
both sides. 

We do not exclude the possibility that 
China is returning to the negotiating" table 
out of a concern for self-interest However. 


it is doubtless that our reasonable and firm 
stance for mutual relations is the pivotal 
factor that has brought about this prag¬ 
matic response by the mainland. It is our 
consistent position that the cross-strait con¬ 
sultations should be based upon the fulfill¬ 
ment of mutual agreements, and proceed in 
an orderly manner, and step by step, within 
the present system and framework. Judg¬ 
ing by the process of correspondence and 
discussion between the SEF and the 
ARATS concerning preparations for Chair¬ 
man Koo’s visit, we are pleased that the 
communication channels have gradually 
returned to the institutional norm. 

Ar the head of a delegation. Chairman 
Koo goes to the Chinese mainland for a 
“visit” and meetings with Chairman Wang 
Daohan and other people, it is expected 
(hat the meeting between Koo and Wang 
will lead to the resumption of institutional¬ 
ized communication and dialogue 
channels. 

It is hoped that the Koo-Wang meeting 
this rime will be significant in at least the 
following respects; 


First, the meeting win lay a solid foun¬ 
dation for improving bilateral relations. 
Through continued communication , during 
the consultation process, mutual under¬ 
standing can be enhanced and mutual trust- 
accumulated, contributing to the easing of 
tensions. The Koo-Wang meeting, as well 
as continued communication and contact 
between the SEF and the ARATS, will 
make a significant contribution to improv¬ 
ing bilateral relations and to prompting the 
m andates of these two organizations. 

Second, the Koo-Wang meeting sets off 
.a gradual return to the spirit.of consulta¬ 
tion. The Koo-Wang meeting, and the 
meetings and consultations convened in 
advance between the responsible officials 
and foe deputy secretaries-general of the 
SEF and the ARATS, are largely in accor¬ 
dance with existing agreements and con¬ 
ventions reached by the two sides. 

Third, the Koo-Wang meeting demon¬ 
strates a resumption of institutionalized 
cross-strait communication and contact. 
Although the two sides may have differing 
opinions on the items to be discussal 


there should be no doubt as to the effec¬ 
tiveness of communication that can be 
Attained through an institutionalized coro- 
. municatipn channel. 

Fourth, this meeting will pave the way 
for future bilateral consultations. Both the 
SEF and the ARATS, which are the only 
government-authorized organizations to 
conduct cross-strait negotiations, may see 
this meeting as a natural opportunity to 
review and implement agreements and dt 
consensus reached in the pasL This oppor- 
mmty will further help in paving the way 
for retiming institutionalized consulta* 

Jons between both sides and for creating 
favorable conditions for positive 
interaction. 

The vast differences in values as well as 
polincal and social systems on Taiwan and 
me China resulting from nearly 50 years of 
separate rule, can be bridged when the two 
sides are given time to build up mutual 
.understanding. Thus, we have, with sincer- 
l ^*. goodwill, and patience, made pras- 
mauo moves to create an environment con- 

S??. 1 ? ha ™ 0nious infraction. W e hope 
that Belong will abandon its military intim¬ 
idation and diplomatic strangulation 
against Taiwan, and that it will take con¬ 
crete actions to demonstrate its intention in 
respecting foe present reality of divided 

W 1 ^l l as L in improving cross-strait 
relations. Only fo en wifi there be room for S 
development of comprehensive T ' 
exchanges and the building of a more solid 
inundation for cross-strait consultations.* 
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Things are getting better. let’s go! 


economic 
diasporas,’ but there are 
bugs in the software 


► ‘A rising ride lifts all boats’ is one of the old saws about economic 
growth. But in today’s global economy, the boats lifted by the tide 
often set sail for other shores. Today’s diasporas are increasingly 
characterized by the movement of people from places, such as India 
and Larin America, where the economic opportunities are actually 
improving. One feature of the ‘economic diasporas’ remains the 
same, though: nations at the receiving end still balk 


Free to sail, the'pbildsopto stays tied to the dock 



as 


By Uday Pai 

N RECENT TRASS, In dians have 

been leaving in droves for the US. 
Unlike many “economic diasporas,” 
this one involves people who 
can earn a good living in their 
native country. So what is go- 


REP0R7IHC 

FROM 


ingon? 


When discussing emigration. 


* 





“A V-Tu/.T-l: 


HL0PHK* TJEWRwSSSIANdGispo^ 
ra oftheSOdicenturyisakmtocfiv- 
ing in a bottomless hie. The 
issue is so big, so illogical, in¬ 
volves so ihaziy people that it 

l defies perspective. . 

So itshouldnot surprise any- 


REPORTING 

FROM 


was the discovery that nobody is over- 

^jo^ed'towdeoaneyou there- And. that the 
. business reputation you - won in Moscow 
may notbe as valuable in Paris 
or New Y 01 &. That your medical 
degree—and even extensive 
practical experience—lave to be 
reaffirmed. • , 


abia 




one that there is more ffian one version 
of what is going on in Russia today: 

There is a widelyheld conviction that a 
new diaspora is underway one drivenby 
the pursuit of money arid characterized 
by the removal ofvast sums of coital 
fiom Russia. But the Russians who are 
supposed to be emigrating have a differ¬ 
ent view. 

Communism is no more. There, is 
now freedom of movement. Millions of 
Russians go abroad every year for 
tourism, business and education. Some 
j stay there. 

But most do not stay. Not because 
there are any political, ideological or - p enmen ts itxvolv- 

moral obstacles any more, at least not on 

the Russian side. 1 Economic obstacles, 
however, do not evaporate just because 
you are free. For Russians abroad, the 
yureal issue is simple: how can one earn 

one’s living? Emigration has beoome an 

economic problem rather than a politi¬ 
cal issue. 

Some of my acquaintances tried liv¬ 
ing abroad. There were surprises, some 

of them far from pleasant. Hie first one 


. Two professors from Moscow State 
University we know got tired of plac¬ 
ing intellect above poverty and ac¬ 
cepted an invitation from Germany’s : 
Goettingen Uni- ■■■ —... . . . . 


KfafffinM about the “Russian Mafia,” 
which nowoperateson a global scale. 15 - 
Furthermore, anyone who knows 
Russia’s tortured history might reason¬ 
ably ejq>ect that its people will, given the 
chance, want to leave. 

After aH, the Communist regime that 
called itself the proletarian dictatorship 
hounded many ofits brightest, most tal¬ 
ented, most artistic dozens into the em¬ 
brace of the West. Stalin rewarded those 
who fought the Germans and were un- 
.g ‘ lucky enough to 


the usual suspect is India’s population, 
approaching the 1 billion mark at the 
rate of45,000 additional people a day. 
A lack of opportunity, the argument 
goes, creates an exodus in search of 
green pastures, the US being one. 


quota. The US suffers from shortages of 
qualified employees and companies 
desperately need skilled foreign work¬ 
ers to help develop new products. 

Another sign that this dias¬ 
pora is a function of demand 
generated within the global 
economy is the fact some soft¬ 
ware 6migr£s are be ginnin g to 


trickle back as tire competitive advan¬ 
tage shifts in India’s favor. The multi¬ 
national giants are coming in droves to 
establish software development, tech¬ 
nology or design centers. These include 
IBM, Microsoft, Abode, Cadence and 


of diem did anything dramatic Klre drop¬ 
ping everything and taking the next 
flight to India. On die contrary, while 
some made trips here to explore possi-' 
bilities, others probed safer options 
such as working out of India for com¬ 
panies in die US. 1 

So for, it is only the “techies” who 
have chosen to return. And with good 
reason. Says one analyst: “In the field of 
computer technology, there isn’t much 
of a gap between Tndia and the US.” Be¬ 
sides, advancing technology and the 
spread of die Internet has made it possi¬ 
ble to work from remote locations, there-' 


was adorned with 
as many thorns as 
roses. They were 
utterly • irnpre-' 
pared, for.. in¬ 
stance, to deal 
with the “gjreens” 
who protested 
against their ex- 


tonne ataxies, hswevei; 
iuHtmpsratejgstlKcain 
jqii are free. Far hssiais 


be captured not 
with freedom, but 
with a trip to die 

^S* . 

I During those 
65 years, the con¬ 
cepts of mother¬ 
land and freedom 


mg rats and monkeys. 

This is not to say that the Westerners 
who talk aboutRtissia’s new diaspora 
are <ximplete2ywrong.lt u based on alot 
of anecdotal evidence—stories of “new 
Russians^ paying cash to purchase jew¬ 
elry and Mercedes automobdes without 
blinking an eye, and buying up the Cdte 
d’Azur in France. Such stories, while 
they are exaggerated, are not totally 
groundless. Nor are the sensational news 


were incompati¬ 
ble. Motherland 
or freedom—that 
was the option given by Communism. 
As a matter of feet, there was no option. 
People were treated as a property of the 
state. The borders were always sealed 
tight, primarily to keep in the native 
people. Emigration was equated with 
high treason. It was quite logical. Like 
a vacuum. Communism needed a to¬ 
tally'sealed off space to survive. 

An episode recorded in history as 
►trioe fDght next page 


exodus oflndian software programmers 
and engineers is demand-driven. The 
US needs Indian programmers, based 
on their proficiency in English, good ed¬ 
ucation and understanding of the West¬ 
ern work environment, and its immigra- 
tion policies reflect this new reality. 

At present, India provides the largest 
number of drilled foreign workers to the 
US under its special visa program. The 
key reason for this success is that soft¬ 
ware is perhaps the only high-technolo¬ 
gy area that is manpower intensive, and 
India has a ready pool of well-trained 
manpower. 

According to the US Immigration 
and Naturalization Service, 44 percent 
of the H-1B visas (meant for highly 
skilled workers) are accounted for by In¬ 
dian software engineers. This quota is 
described in the media as the “greatest 
wave of immigration” in recent Ameri¬ 
can history. (China followed with 9 per¬ 
cent, Britain 5 percent and the Philip¬ 
pines and Canada 3 percent each.) 

Now the US proposes to raise the 
mimberofvisasforforrignsoftwarepro- 
fessiopals. This will benefit India, which 
has a large pool of highly skilled tech¬ 
nical labor. American high-tech compa¬ 
nies and their chief executives, includ¬ 
ing Bill Gates ofMicrosoft Corporation, 
have lobbied heavily for the increase in 



Responding to an invitation: Indian “techies” In CaNfomla 


Softplus—all attracted by the much 
higher cost/benefit ratios oflndian pro¬ 
grammers compared to US-born ones. 

This recent trend points to a possi¬ 
ble reversal of the so-called “brain 
drain” that has plagued India for 
decades. The number of returnees is by 
no means a flood; but it could become 
one as more and more Indian profes¬ 
sionals from California’s’Silicon Valley 
wind their way bad: and relocate them¬ 
selves here as entrepreneurs. True, none 


by allowing enterprising techies to come 
back and work, from their home base. 

This wave of the Indian diaspora has 
followed the money to the US. Nowit is 
exercising its freedom to follow it 
.home.® . 


Uday Pai is a Cochin-based 

NOVELIST AND A SPECIAL 
CORRESPONDENT FOR BUSINESS 
PUBLICATIONS WITH THE DSJ 
Communications Network. 
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A group that speaks Spanish but dreams in yen 


For Brazil’s dekasseguis , home is 
where the economic crisis is 


By Carlos Castilho 

H|HET came from Japan in theear- 
TJy years of the 19th century look- 
fl ing for land and hope. Their 

■ grandsons and granddaughters re- 
9 versed direcdon in the 19709 and 

■ 1980s, dreaming of good salaries 
and job opportunities. Now, the Brazil¬ 
ian dekasseguis are, 

REPORTING , , . .. 

- under duress, starting 

Pih nmln a new journey across 

unll fflfijUl dre Pacific. This time, 

hoover, it is a journey 
without hope or dreams. 

As a result of the first of these jour¬ 
neys, Brazil has the largest Japanese 
colony in the world. There are approx¬ 
imately 2 million dekasseguis in Brazil, 
two-thirds of them in the Sao Paulo area. 

The dekasseguis are a very special 
category of thejapanese d ia spora. They 
look like Japanese, have the same family 
| names, share some cultural values. But 
they are not consideredJapanese.That’s 
something they learned when they ar¬ 
rived in their father's and grandfather’s 
‘ native land two decades ago, attracted 
”. by thejapanese economic miracle, 
v'l Since the late 1970s, it’s estimated 
that 250,000 dekasseguis returned to 
Japan, most of whom were younger 
S, than 30. Today, they are the third 

- largest foreign community in Japan af- 
:;1 * ter the Chinese and Koreans. 

~‘ r ' They got the jobs they were dream¬ 
ing of. But they had to work harder 
then they expected and live under 

- very difficult conditions. They had to 
endure being treated as second class 

’ citizens in the country where, despite 


their origins, they are now viewed as 
surplus people. When thejapanese 
economy went into recession in 1997, 
the dekasseguis were among the first to 
be hit by the currency crisis. 

Speaking Japanese 

IPs very difficult to distinguish a 
dekassegui from a native Japanese by ap¬ 
pearance. But when they open their 
mouth, the difference becomes clear— 
they don't speak a word of Japanese. 
This handicap didn't prevent them from 

sending back ----- 

US$3.9 billion to m ■ 
their families in TflB udj)dfi6S8 I 
1994. Remit- , « < . 

tances, however, UBK3$SBgUISU% 

view the first e 

than $1.5 billion n .. 

dollars will be WBItt tO BfdZil 3 

transferred this 
year. 

These figures mirror Japan’s eco¬ 
nomic fortunes. In the early 1980s, thou¬ 
sands of Brazilian dekasseguis were 
struggling to survive in a country belea¬ 
guered by the hyperinflation and reces¬ 
sion that hit so many Latin American 
countries. They were more than recep¬ 
tive to the overtures of Japanese corpo¬ 
rations such as Sanyo and Mitsubishi, 
which were anxious to find a source of 
cheap labor to meet the demands of a 
booming economy. 

Japanese companies ended up hiring 
thousands of young dekasseguis to per¬ 
form duties that thejapanese workers 
despised. But a decade later, everything 


Ike Japanese disdain tbe 
Masseguishmm they still 
view the first emigraets who 
went to Brazil as traitors’ 


is different. The Nippon Brazilians now 
face strong competition from native- 
born Japanese for even menial jobs. 

According to thejapanese Home Af¬ 
fairs Ministry, almost 40,000 Brazilian 
dekasseguis have no job security. Ap¬ 
proximately 5,500 are already redun¬ 
dant and around 500 are homeless. 
Their community in BrazQ has launched 
a rescue effort to bring back those who 
cannot afford the cost of the flight. 

Most of the hard hit Brazilian Japan¬ 
ese are in the Aichi region, where the lo- 
_— cal police have re- 

■ ■ ■ ■ ported more and 

ISOaintfle more cases of food 

. ^|| theft and street 

riiBSB tney Still fights among those 

a ■ out of work. At 

^grants WHO leastfour Brazilian 

. r dekasseguis have 

\ traitors already been 

found dead in un¬ 
clear circumstances. 

Many are too proud to come back to 
Brazil empty handed. Last year, the 
Brazilian embassy in Tokyo and repre¬ 
sentatives of a dekasseguis “Rescue Op¬ 
eration'’ foiled to convince a party of 
three jobless dekasseguis living under 
bridges to accept free tickets on a flight 
bound to Sao Paulo. They refused the 
offer because they couldn’t face the fact 
that their dream of saving yen to start a 
business in Brazil was over. 

Not welcome! 

Mauro Akira Kawasaki, 32 years 
old, came back to Brazil last June, after 
an uncle promised him a job in Sao 


Paulo. He is very sour about his expe¬ 
rience in Japan. He says that in the poor 
areas of Osaka city, where he lived for 
four years, it is very common to find 
warnings at the entrance of restaurants 
stating that “Brazilians are not wel¬ 
come.” Kawasaki is convinced that he 
knows die reason why. “Thejapanese 
disdain the dekasseguis because they 
still view the first emigrants who went 
to Brazil as traitors.” 

Other Brazilian Japanese disagree 
with this perception, but the feet is that 
the dekasseguis have not, whether by 
choice or necessity. Integrated into 
Japanese society. 

Instead, they have created a sort of 
ghetto inside Japanese society. Tbe city 
of Oizume, in the province of Gunma, 
looks as it was located in Brazil and not 
the periphery ofTokyo. One in lOoftfae 
province’s urban residents were bom in 
Sab Paulo or other Brazilian provinces. 
Restaurants and shops have Portuguese 
nam es such as Ipanema (a famous beach 
in Rio) or Corinthians (a very popular 
soccer team in Sao Paulo). 

Now the dream is over and the 
mood in Oizume and elsewhere has 
changed radically. The dekasseguis in 
Japan are realizing that sooner or lat¬ 
er they will have to go back to Brazil, 
ending a new chapter in the saga of the 
Japanese diaspora. For them,ironical- 
lyjapan became a foreign country and 
an unfamiliar culture.<fl> 

Carlos Castilho is a WorldPaper 
associate editor for Latin 
America. 


TAKE FLIGHT 

Continuedfrom previo us page _ 

“The Philosophers’ Steamship” is par¬ 
ticularly illus trative of the Bolshevist 
regime’s madness. In the 1920s, on 
Lenin’s personal or¬ 
ders, several dozen . 

of Russia’s best 
minds 

crowded into a 
steamship 


cult: after seven decades when owner¬ 
ship of private property was treated as 
die gravest of crimes, there is still no real 
legal framework and even less tradition. 
The state bureaucracy still controls 
most of the property- 

However, wo factors make one sus¬ 
pect that die secret export of capital is 
‘ not as great as re¬ 

ported. First, 
A Russian czrpital- 

^ ism is young, 
.V aggressive, risk- 
1* taking ‘ and 
avaricious, 



and exiled 
abroad. The move 

was liberal in its way: later they would 
have been simply executed. But it put 
an end to die freedom of thought in the 
country until the first sprouts of the 
Gorbachevian gldsnost. 

With this kind of history, it is easy 
for those outside Russia to imagine a 
new diaspora and give credence to re¬ 
ports that every year tens of billions of 
dollars are drained from Russia. The 
money—much-more than the latest 
IMF credit—is presumed to be dirty, il¬ 
legal, and stolen from the treasury in 
one way or another. Even the Russian 
media and politicians have bought into 
die story and are debating ways to get 
that money back, whether with the 
help of the Interpol or by an amnesty 
of the capital. 

There is no doubt that Russia’soozt- 
veau riche are exporting their money to 
ensure they enjoy the good life and don't 
get crushed by any economic collapses. - 
And getting the truth is stiQ very diffi- 

imwmw ■> ».• f w,. 



so annual inter¬ 
est rates of 4 or 5 percent are not good 
enough for it—inside Russia, its practi¬ 
tioners ran make 10 times more. Sec¬ 
ondly, tbe amounts of money allegedly 
removed would leave footprints through 
the global economy. 

Where are these footprints?® 

Alexander Pcmpianski is The 
WoridPaper's associate editor for 
Russia and editor of the Moscow- 
rased newsmagazine Novoe Premia. 





Humboldt State University 

International English Language Institute 

• Beautiful campus on the California coast, north of San Francisco 

• Intensive English instruction at all levels 

• Language laboratory and computer assisted instruction 

• Average class size of 8 students 

• Advanced ESL students qualify for part-time academic courses 

• 8-week sessions: open entry 

• TOEFL preparation classes 

HSU is and EO/AA institution 
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For further information: 

International English Language Institute 
Humboldt State University 
Areata, CA 95521-4957 USA 

Tdl n0T> 8Z6-5878 _ 

Fte (717) 8265885 

wwwJhumboIdLedii/~ielf email: ieIi@axeJmm)boldLedn 
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The Center for English as a Second Language 

Southern Illinois University - Carbondale. Illinois 
Study Intensive English 
■Intensive English 25-30 houis/week 


•8-week tenns August-May 
■Tuition per 8-week term: SI300.00 
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■Two 6-week terms May-Angust 
■Tuition per'6-week term Si 200.00 


•Integrated 

Curriculum 


.Elective Courses f 

in Pwrumciatkn. j 
\ Vocabulary. / Sha** d 

\ TOEFL / ***. 






’icy** 


L-"'" For more information write: ~~ 

Director. CESL, Southern Illinois University. Carbondale. Illinois 62901-4518, USA. 
Telephone: (618) 453-2265 Fax: (618) 453-6527 e-mail: cesl@siu.edu 


WE’LL GIVE YOU 
THE WORLD! 

- Let The WorldPaper help you 
reach more than two million 
people around the world with 
your message, product, or 
service at an affordable price. 

For information contact: 
Eileen Kalis 
Account Executive 
The WorldPaper 
210 World Trade Center. 
Boston, MA 02210 USA 
Tel: 617-439-5400 
Fax: 617-439-5415 
Email: ekatis@worldrimes.com 


(EARN THE INTERNATIONAL! 
TEFL CERTIFICATE VIA 
DISTANCE LEARNING 


1 Accredited international certificate 
course (TEFL/ESL) 

■ Placement assistance 

1 No prior teaching experience or 
foreign language required 

1 Scholarship Assistance available 


Worldwide Teachers 
Development Institute 

Bos to n/Guadalajara/D (stance Learning 
Tel: 017-262-5766 Fax: 617-262-0300 
Visit our web ste www.bostontefl.com 
E-ma3: bostontefl@msrT.com 


University of California, Riverside 
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University of Dallas 
Intensive English Program 


Backed by the largest graduate business 
school in the Southwestern U.S. the UD 
IEP otters the best in Eng fish language 
and business preparation 


CORE CLASSES (15 hrs/wk) 


Listening I Writing 

Reacfing . Academic Immersion 


_ ELECTIVES (5hrs/wk) 





For Information Contact: Intensive English at UD. 1345 E. Norihgate, Irving, TX USA 75062 
Phone: 972-721-5011 ♦ Fax: 972-721-5254 + Website: http://gsm.uda!!as.edu/-iep''engiish.html 


III University of Illinois 
wJ I W at Chicago 

Tutorium in Intensive English 


Intensive English Instruction For 
Internationa; Students And 
Professionals 


■ 3 sessions per year, beginning 
in August. January and May 

■ Technology-enhanced learning 

■ Small classes, professional 
faculty, on-campus housing 

Contact: 

Urwwsay or mas a Chicago 
TuJmwni in Irtensva Engfisti (MC 324 ) 

601 S. Morgan St.. Room B 20 
Chcago,»not 560607-7108 

«fc312-99&a098 Iax:3l2-99643W 
e-mail: btntmn@uc.edu 
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California State 
University, 

Los Angeles 



Study totanslto EngSsh ki Southern Geiffomfe 
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“ It’s the Best* -Yarn! Goto 

American Cultun and Laogoage Program 
California &tale Unhmrstty, Cm Aogetaa 
AnwHoirmur 
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LEARN ENGLISH 
IN THE USA 


Afr Beginner io aclvaric©^ tevefs 

★ Small Classes, Ind/vidual Attention 

★ New Classes Start Every Month 

★ University English Preparation.. 

★ Native-Speaking Teachers 

★ F-l Student Visas . 



WASHINGTON, DC 


(40:1) *23-0023' 

2233 Wisconsin Ave., NW 
Washington. DC 20007 
fee (202) 337-1118 


ARLINGTON, VA 


(703) 524-1100 

1550 Wilson 8W. 
Garden level 
Arlington, VA 22209 
Fax: (703) 5247681 


SILVER SPRING, MO 
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L niursit\ at Albany. State 
l/nhvrstty of New York 

/• i'll ‘.fii'.i: ! Ain-lit,I-..-. - l°'-> nr,! 


9 Intensive 8 and 16-wrek sessions 
9 Beginning. Intermediate, 

Advanced Levels 

• Reading. Writing, Structure. 
Listeni ng. Conversation 

9 Elective classes: TOEFL Prep, 
Computer. Pronunciation 
9 23 dass hours per week 

• Cultural Activities & Speakers 
0 Multi-media & Computer Labs 

• On-Campus room & board 

For Mon IoTanaatltm: 

Intensive English Langoage Program 
SUNY-AIbaay/RJcfaardsan 291 
135 Western Avenue 
Albany. New York 12222 

PH: (518) 442-3870 FAX: (518) 442-3871 
idp^csc^dbanyedn 
bnp^TwwwAlbanyxdnfieip 


English Language Institute at 
Murray State University 
Murray, Kentucky 

Affordable and Safe 

• Beautiful campus located In ihc geographical 
cento- of tbe Mid-South 

• Top nan rating in U5 for Campus Safety by FBI 

• US NEWS & WORLD REPORT calls Murray 
one of America's top universities for 

and dollar value 
■ Low tuition and living costs 

• Intensive English at aQ levels 

- Institutional TO EFL each 8 week m 

" S mall classes with professional, personalized 
instruction 

• Modem computer and language labs 

- Cultural orientation classes 

• Diverse international population 

• Conditional admittance to Murray State University 


admitted to the ani verslty without international 
TOEFL 

MSU English as a Second Language Program 
PO Box 9 

Murray. KY 42071 U.SA 

Tel: 502 762 3247 Pax 502 762 2715 
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Wayne State University 

English Language 
Institute 

Study English at a 
university with more 
than 350 academic 
programs in the 
automobile capital 
of the U.S 
351 Manoogian Hall 
Wayne State University 
Detroit, Michigan 48202 
Del: (313) 577-2729 
Fax: (313) 577-2738 

E-mail; e!lwwii#nn».ec.wayoe^dn 
W**» SI Me ttttprflwwweruw^mfce^n 
Wfcvno Sfete UnlKi fifty to an mum oooortunftyu 




■ Year-round English studies 

■ Twelve, 4-week cerms per year 

■ Sixteen levels of learning 

■ Summer classes begin 
June 8 

July 7 
August 3 

P°r Information: 

Spring Hill College, Tft 1 
4000 Dau phin 5 ^ 
Mobile, AL USA, 36608-1791 
Fax: (334) 460-2190 
email: ielii®shc.edu 

http://www. 8 hc.edu 
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Motor Show opens with * 
diversified collection 




announces 
id surge 


in 



STUTTGART, •. . Paris*- 
Further growth and another 
improvement in res nits for 
the 1997/98 fiscal year {from 
August 1 to July 31) were 
announced recently. Dr 
Wendelin Wiedeking, 

Chairman of the Board of 
Management at Porsche, 
sa id, “Both model lines have 
contributed equally to this 
achievement. The new 911 
has been an outstanding 
success worldwide, • and 
demand for the Boxster 
remains unchanged at a high 
level.” 

According to the! 

provisional figures,.. Group 
turnover went np by aromid 
20 percent to approximately ■ 
4.9 billion Ger man marks. •• 
Output of approximately 
38,000 vehicles increased by 
17 percent, compared with 
the previous year, some 
8,000 umts-Boxsters only— * 
were made in Finland. 

Sales rose by 13 percent to 
approximately. , 36,600 

vehicles, a slightly . lower : 


pipeline to importers and 
subsidiaries •' during world¬ 
wide the 911, Coupe and 
Cabriolet : launches. The 
Boxster accounted for 18,800 
units, the 911 for 17,800— 

.. 5,000 of.them the now disco¬ 
ntinued air-cooled version. 
Profit after tax for the 1997/ 
98 fiscal ..year rose by. an 
above average amount 1 in 
• relation to turnover (in the 
previous year. 139.4 million 
German marks). 

■The number . of Group 
employees rose by 24 
percent to 8,151 (previous 
.. year 7,959); the figure for 
Porsche AG was .7,020 and - ., 
.thus remained almost at the 
previous year’s level. " 
Porsche's business volume . 
will grow again in the course 
of the 1998/99 'fiscal year, 
thanks to strong demand for 
both _ model lines. Porsche 
-anticipates that turnover for 
■ the Group as a. whole will 
exoeed 5 billion German 
.marks, with vehicle output 
and sales both increasing yet 
again. 1 

.. At. a. press conference held 


for French journalists in 
- Paris, CEO Dr Wiedeking 
also announced that the new 
sales subsidiary “Porsche 
France,” currently being set 
up, would start work on 
January 1, 1999. “In order to 
expand our market position 
still further in this country, 
which is the world’s fifth- 
largest automobile market, 
we have been discussing the 
recognition and restructuring 
of sales and service functions 
with Sonauto S.A., who have 
acted as our importers for 
many years. Selling our 
sports cars by way of our 
own subsidiary companies 
on all major markets is a key 
element in Porsche's world¬ 
wide sales strategy,” said 
Wiedeking. 

Porsche already has its 
own sales subsidiaries in the 
USA, Great Britain, Japan. 
Australia, Italy and Spain. 
Sales in Germany are under¬ 
taken directly by Porsche 
AG; In all other countries, 
Porsche cooperate solely ■ 
with importers M — 




HRH Prince Faisal opens motor show 


AMMAN fSiar)—The 10th 
Amman International Motor 
Show opened Sunday under 
the auspices of HRH Prince 
Faisal Bin A1 Hussein, with 
the participation of a large 
number of world famous car 
companies. 



Director of the Amman 
International Motor Show 
i AIMS). Mr Mohammed 
Kheirullah. referred to this 
years fair as special, as it 
coincides with the 10th 
anniversary of the foundation 
of AIMS. 

Most of the cars on display 
are 1999 models, with many 
diversified models and a lot 
of highly advanced 
technology in shape, design 
and machinery. Some cars 
are being showed for the first 
time in Jordan. 

The seven day annual 
event contributes greatly to 
the car market in the King¬ 
dom, and gives those 
interested a look at the latest 
models and car technology. 

There are 21 Jordanian 
companies and 27 interna¬ 
tional car manufacturers 
participating in this years 
fair. Moreover, the fair this 
year is not restricted to just 
car companies, as among the 
participants are four 

companies specializing in 
sparepans trading, as well as 
two car rental firms. 

. Taking part for the first 
time are six Mercedes car 
companies. who have 

arranged their,.displays in a 
very attractive ■ manner. 


which guarantees to attract 
the attention of all visitors. 

The President of Car 
Company Owners, Mr 
Salomah A1 Jundi, respond¬ 
ing to a question that there 
were some companies who 
had stayed away this year, 
said that. “The expo was held 
one month early this year, 
which is the main reason why 
some companies could not 
attend. New car models are 
nsually ready for the market 
from the beginning of June 
every year, and this means 
that organizing the expo can 
only take place in the second 
half of the year.” In a bid to 
encourage companies to 
participate in the fair, the 
show’s organizers have 

allocated prizes for the best 
display and the most 

attractive car. 

Among the car models on 
display are Daewoo, Audi, 
Skoda, Lada. Seat. Ford, 
Nissan. Daihatsu. Fiat. 

Hyundai, Opel. Peugeot, and 
Mercedes, and prices range 
from JD 6,000 to JD 140,000. 

However, it seems that the 
instability of the Japanese 
yen and the German Deu¬ 
tschmark has had a knock On 
effect.on car prices in the 
local market. ■ 
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Their task is to 
scare da bears 



By Timothy B. Wheeler 

GRANTS VILLE, USA—The 
woods near here are dark and 
deep, especially at 3:30 in the 
morning. Then flash tights stab 
the night, like air-xaid betKons. 
Their beams reveal a pack of 
bounds howling skyward, 
pawing the baric of a towering 
red oak. 

High in the tree, a dad: patch 
barely visible in the green, 
tangle of leaves seems to shift 
and glisten. It’s a black bear, or 
so it's said. 

“You think he's scared, or 
not?” Calvin Scbrock hollers 
over the din. This is bear hunt¬ 
ing, Maryland-style. Schrock, 
an Amish dairy farmer by day, 
roams the forests and farm 
fields of Garrett County at 
night with family and friends, 
tracking bears that have ruined 
crops or killed livestock. 

The treed bear, if that’s what 
it really is, led a trio of hounds 
on a three-hour chase. They 
dashed pell-mell for miles, 
across two creeks and a ridge, 
then came back, until the 
exhausted creature sought ref¬ 
uge in the oak. The tree is 
barely 100 yards from the 
cornfield where the pursuit 
started. 

With bears protected fro m 
h unting in Maryland, Schrock 
and his friends and relatives 
cany no guns. They aim only 
to frighten the wild a nima l s 
from civilization. They do it 
with the blessing and coopera¬ 
tion of the Maryland Depart¬ 
ment of Natural Resources. 
State officials hope this form 
of aversion therapy will ease 
public pressure to declar e ope n 
season on die state’s largest 

Once nearly wiped out by 
hunting, bears have rebou nded 
in western Maryland from only 
about a dozen in die mid-1950s 
to more than 300 today. Most 
stick to the forest, feeding on 
fruits, nuts, plants and insect 

larvae. Bm some have become 

pests—raiding cornfields, 

rummaging through trash cans 
and killing pets or Him 


BEAR 




XING 


A sign posted on a tree next to Beep Creek Lake in 
Maryland. 


animals. 

“The way it is now, the bear 
don't! have any fear of you at 
all,” fays Delvin Mast, a dairy 
fanner near Grantsvflle. He 
esti triales be lost more than 
$3,000 worth of com last year, 
lanes that were rally partially 
reimbursed by the state. 

That’s where Schrock comes 
in. DNR calls him whenever it 
gets a complaint about a bear 
problem, and he founds up a 
crew of men, boys and dogs to 
go. after the wayward animal— 
and scare it away.. • • • 

“We just do it for the fun of 
it,” Schrock explains earlier in 
the evening; adding, “I don't 
know if it’s fan or not after yon 
go every night for a coople 
weeks.” 

Schrock, 42, says -be learned 
to hunt bears as a youth from 
his father. Era. who sells fern 
e quipm e n t in" Oakland. Em 
dozes in the back of a pickup as 
the hunt wears on; JoeL 
Galvin's 14-year-old son, rides 
4}ong, helping keep track of the . 
dogs. v 

Joining in the hunt are Jason 
and Ryan Martin, ages 19 and 
21. They say their mother 


doesn’t mind them staying out 
all night chasing bears “as long 
as we’re home in the morning 
to help with milking.” 

- Most of the real hunting is 
done by the dogs: Walker and 
Plott bounds trained to pursue 
bears and big cats. Schrock 
.. says be has. used them to hunt 
.wildcats, bobcats and bears in 
Colorado, West Virginia and 
. Maine. The. dogs wear collars 
with tiny radio transmitters, so 
they can be tracked as they race 
after their quarry. The men fan 
. oat -on foot and in the trucks, 
listening fra the hounds, 
checking tracking amenna and 
. communicating by two-way 
radios. • 

The men and boys .on the 
hunt this night are Amish or 
Mennooites, . two religious 
groups that stress family and 
community and separation 
■ from the world. Unlike the 
. horse-and-buggy Amish visible 
. in Lancaster County. Schrock 
belongs to n church that does 
not shun all technology. 

On tins dark night. Mast, the 
dairy farmer, leads Schrock's 
band of men and dogs on a 
fruitless two-hour search of his 


600-acre spread after finding a 
flattened patch of corn. Not 
wanting to quit, the group 
drives to a nearby farm, owned 
by the ’Panther Man,’ a fanner 
who claims he sees wildcats 
around Ms home. 

Wildcats aside, he isn’t 
im a gini ng bears, and soon a 
chase is on. The dogs are 
relentless, and fearless. As 
Schrock stands listening by the 
moonlit cornfield, their baying 
fades in the distance. They will 
not give up until their quarry 
climbs or turns to fight A few 
hounds have been badly 
mauled, and Schrock recounts 
bow one was killed and hauled 
into a cave. None of the men 
has been hurt, be says, thanks 
mainly to the dogs. 

After awhile, the baying can 
be heard again, faintly at first 
and then loader. Two of the 
men report a bear, weighing 
maybe 150 pounds, puffing 
across the road toward Panther 
Man's farm, with the dogs 
barely 50 yards behind. 

Schrock and the rest of the 
band hustle into the woods to 
where the a nimal apparently 
has climbed the oak. With the 
dogs barking hoarsely, the men 
decide it is time to give the 
bear a final scare. They pick up 
fallen branches from the 
ground and begin to thump on 
the tree trunk 

“He’s coming down!” one 
yells, as leaves and bits of bark 
shower down. The men, who 
had leashed the dogs in antic¬ 
ipation, begin pulling their 
pack away. 

Suddenly a pair of black 
paws are reaching around 
either side of the tree trank, 
only about S feet from the 
ground. In _a flash, die bear 
leaps, bowling over one star¬ 
tled photographer, before 
fleeing into die darkness. She 
is bruised and shaken, but oth¬ 
erwise unhurt. 

"You wanted to see ’em 
close!” Schrock says, with a 
laugh.1 

LA Tones- Washington Post 
Newsservice 
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ested in for their paintings or .writings. Each entry should be 
certified by the parent, guardian or teacher. The last date for 
receipt of entries is 31 December. For more information please 
contact the Indian Embassy in Amman 1 


OFF THE 
WALL 


Pizza talk 


By Rana" Haddad 

Special to The Star _7 

I HOPE this piece of 
writing will not be mis¬ 
understood. 1 am not ai 
liberal. I- am not con¬ 
stantly shouting for the;- 
rights of women.. and . 
joining demonstrations-' 
to make my voice-' 
heard. To a great 
exteDt, 1 am satisfied-, 
with what women-have-- 
achieved - oyer -■ the 
years. 

I decided - ta: write: 
this piece after -going 
out tor _a meal (pizza).; 
with friends from uni-:.' 
versity days. We had 
not seen each .-other" 
since graduation;- so we 
had a Jot to catch up on." 

We all started to talk 
at the same time, and 
consequently couldn't* 
hear what anyone was 
saying. So" we decided - 
that- everyone . would-. 
have 15 minutes each to~ 
speak; uninterrupted," to" - 
express their "feelings 
and thoughts. 

Some of the - items-" ' 
discussed : made ".me- - 
laugh, burtw’oin partic- -.- 
ular: made-me initially ' 
very : sad, then" angry. T' 
- thought it was-.neces- 
sary to share our: inti- . 
male thoughts with you. ' 
as a way of venting the 
anger if you like, t . 

The first topic which:- 
hun me. was related to' ■ 
the problems faced."by.'.: 
women on public trans¬ 
port. None of us at the 
restaurant owned cars,- _ 
so we all knew .whar: 
one of my friends was' 
talking about. She has 
got so fed up with- men-, 
feeling her hair on the . 
bus. that she now “cov¬ 
ers her head with a 
scarf. ..... 

We all related to this - 
experience, to" sueft - an - 
extent that wie-wHJ- apw^~ 
go out of our way nor 
to catch -a bus. The ' 
problem does nor stop 
there, .as many_of-us.i 
have been stopped by ~ 
male taxi and car driv¬ 
ers, who have offered 
free rides if. we so._ 
wanted! -The - harass¬ 
ment does nor stop - 
there. Another friend 
said that she is .often 
mistaken for Albcer. or- 
Snmirah. by men wail¬ 
ing at the bus stops. - 
They claim that it was.' 
mistaken identity. - but- - 
really it is their way of 
starting a conversation. 

The other issue that 
riled me. was the sub¬ 
ject of arranged mar¬ 
riages. One girl had 
remained silent for a. 
long while, but when it. 
was her time to speak, 
she soon became very 
angry 1 - “h it right.that a .- 
man. along with . his . 
family, can enter into r 
my house looking for a 
bride. Am 1 like a dress, 
on display in the shop . 
window. Must I' sit 
there whilst he checks 

me over, before decid¬ 
ing whether or not he 
wants to 'purchase' me. 
No. I am a human being 
with feelings!" she said 
angrily. 

The rcstaurimt had 
gone quite . now,- and 
heads had been turned. 
The ice was broken^- 
when we all burst into - 
laughter. simultane¬ 
ously, at the absurdity 
of the thought that 
things will change. .. 

All of us agreed that' 
our pride was at issue, 
and that we were 
offended when men 
treated us in the above 
mentioned ways. We all 
asked to be treated with - 
respect, and a little 
courtesy. Then we 
returned to our pizzas, ; 
which for reasons. . 
known to all bfus.~~~ 
tasted so much better IST 


Nasser Mansour 


A tribute to Ahl Al Bayt 
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By Kofi Attab 

Special to The Star 

UNLIKE MANY contemporary calligra¬ 
phers. Nasser Mansour is able to free 
himself from the mundane trivialitlies 
and the other more common calligraphic 
styles. He creates his own language, and 
avoids overwhelming approaches and 
pitiful imitations, and the tone of his 
work is shaped by his spiritual 
inclination. 

What he is unable to capture as a mor¬ 
tal. his pen. ink and paper make up for 
it. His exhibition ‘Ahl Al Bayt. 1 at Jor¬ 
dan's National Gallery of Fine Arts, 
demonstrates his ability to employ dif¬ 
ferent styles and forms. 

Mansour uses various calligraphic 
scripts and he applies some of the best 
known traditional Arabic styles, includ¬ 
ing Kufic. Thuluth. Jali Diwani and oth¬ 
ers. Although ‘Ahl Al Bayt’ is his first 
solo exhibition, it has taken him four 
and half years to complete. 

The 31 calligraphic pieces on display 
are quite exceptional, in that they deal 
with one theme through different script 


forms, structures and artistic expres¬ 
sions. They seek to expose the spiritual 
purity and significance of the subject. 

“In these works I have attempted to 
unite visual forms in a new and creative 
way," he says. Since his childhood. 
Mansour became attracted by Arabic cal¬ 
ligraphy. and the spirituality and the 
teachings of Ahl Al Bayt, the descedanls 
of the holy prophet. “I have tried to 
express, through this exhibition, the rich 
artistic heritage of Arabic calligraphy, 
and to pay tribute to Ahl Al Bayt," he 
says. 

His 31 pieces are produced on paper, 
by himself and/or his teacher. Hassan 
Calabi, the well-known Turkish calligra¬ 
pher. Many of the pieces are embellished 
with foliated Arabesque designs in 
gouache and water colors, or illuminated 
• in gold leaf. Some are left in their pure 
state, with only the lines to show their 
inherent beauty. 

Haditb Al Sharif, exhibit No. 6, is ink 
and acrylic on paper in the Kufic 
Quranic style, that dates back to 1418 
AH. Exhibit No. 11, is of another Hadith 
Al Sharif, also acrylic on paper that per¬ 





tains to the Thuluth Jali style. Another- 
outstanding piece in the exhibition is Al 
Salat Al Ibrahimiya. Dating back to 
1417 AH, it is of the Quranic Kufic 
style. 

While be shows his brilliance with 
these extraordianry Quranic inscrip¬ 
tions. Mansour shows his versitality in 
piece No. 26. He presents Farazdaq’s 
poetry usiDg ink and acrylic on paper. 

Mansour uses ordinary lines in a com¬ 
plex way and avoids the usual calli¬ 
graphic dots. This is seen in piece No. 2, 
a Quranic verse in Jali Diwani style, 
where he has applyed ink that is 
gouached on acrylic paper to confirm 
his,anis^q\igbU His-illustrations of the' 
'Quran, a tribute' toAhl Al Bayt are a 
fascinating interpretation of the classic 
texts. 

Bom in 1967, Mansour graduated in 
1988 from the University of Jordan with 
BA in Islamic jurisprudence. Later.he 
got his MA in Islamic Art from Al Bayt 
University. He is a founding member of 
the Society of Arabic Calligraphers, 
member of the Federation of Jordanian 
Plastic Artists, member of the Iraqi Cal¬ 
ligraphers Society and of the Union of 
Jordanian Writers, as well as being an 
honorary member of the Iranian Callig¬ 
raphers Society in Tehran. 

He has participated in the Comprehen¬ 
sive Exhibition of the Art of Arabic cal¬ 
ligraphy at the University of Jordan, all 
three festivals of Arabic Calligraphy in 
Baghdad. Al Quds Exhibition at Orphali 
Gallery, and tbe fourth annual exhibition 
of Arabic calligraphy in Cairo. H has 
also taken part in a workshop in the art 
of calligraphy, held in Tokyo. 
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Besides bis academic qualifications, 
Mansour has undergone- several artistic r 
training courses to develop his natural 
talent He was forged on the. anvil of 
the genuis Hikmat Barudci, whilst .in 
Istanbul receiving instructions in calli- 
grahphy from Hassan. Chlibi." Today 
Mansour is an instructor of calligraphy 
at the College of Educational Science, at 
the University of Jordan. 

Among his personal successes are the 
designing of the new. banknotes and . 
coins of the Hashimite Kingdom of Jor¬ 


dan, and the emblem for the Al Bayt 
University in Jordan. He also carried out 
the Arabic calligraphy and Islamic deco¬ 
ration on the rebuilding project for tbe 
-‘Salafr Al Din Minbar,’ which was exe¬ 
cuted by ‘Mihrab,’ a group of Islamic 
Architects in Amman. 

Mansour is a young talented Jordanian 
artist who never compromises 'or allows 
himself to be manipulated by other cal¬ 
ligraphers. The exhibition will end on 
23 October. ■ 
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Portugese novelist wins 
Nobel aimdst controversy 


By Richard Boudreaux 

PORTUGUESE FABULIST Jose Sar¬ 
amago. whose entrancing tales and 
playful skepticism about history and 
reality make him one of Europe's 
most original contemporary writers, 
was awarded the Nobel Prize for liter¬ 
ature last week. 

The 75-year-old author rose from 
obscurity late in life to become the 
grand old man of Portuguese letters. 
Saramago is the first writer in Portu¬ 
guese. the language of 140 million 
people around the world, lo win the 
prize. 

Saramago *s 19 novels, four plays 
and three volumes of poetry, form an 
iconoclastic body of literature that 
champions the common man and chal¬ 
lenges conventional views on religion 
and the goal of a united Europe. 

The Swedish Academy said it 
chose Saramago. a contender for sev¬ 
eral years, because his work, “sus¬ 
tained by imagination, compassion 
and irony, continually enables us to 
apprehend an elusory reality." 

“He invokes tradition in a way that 
in the current stale of things can be 
described as radical." the academy's 
citation said. 

The author, a slight, modest man 
who looks more like an elderly clerk 
than a literary giant, heard the news in 
Frankfurt on his way to the airport 
from the German city's book fair. 
Instead of flying home lo Spain's 
Canary Islands, he returned to the fair 
and addressed an applauding crowd- 

"It's like being hit on the head, but 
not hard enough to make you fall 
down." he said of the $978,000 prize. 


"You carry on walking around 
and wait to come back to your 
senses." 

"The prize is for ail speakers 
of Portuguese." he added, "but 
while we're on the subject, if 
you don’t mind. I shall keep 
the money." 

Saramago first earned inter¬ 
national acclaim in 1982 with 
Bahasar and Blimunda. The 
novel is a blasphemous and 
humorous story about two lov¬ 
ers in 18th century Portugal 
trying to escape the Inquisition 
in a Hying machine. 

His most acclaimed work. 

The Slone Raft, traces the Iber¬ 
ian peninsula as it breaks off 
from Europe and drifts into the 
Atlantic. In magical realist 
style laced with political satire, 
it describes the epic journey of 
three men and two women cop¬ 
ing with separation from the Saramago 
continent and seeking their 
true selves. 

Saramago left Portugal in protest 
after its government, under pressure 
from the Roman Catholic Church, 
vetoed The Gospel According to Jesus 
Christ, his reworking of the New Tes¬ 
tament. as an entry for the 1991 Euro¬ 
pean Literary’ Prize. 

Among other provocations, the 
novel challenges the immaculate con¬ 
ception. and depicts religion founded 
on pain, death and intolerance . 

The Vatican criticized the acad¬ 
emy's “ideological recognition” of 
Saramago, an agnostic and longtime 
member of Portugal's unrepentant 
Communist Party. L'Ossertatore 



Romano, the Vatican newspaper, said 
his novel is “testimony of a substan¬ 
tial anti-religious sentiment." 

However, Portuguese leaders joined 
in the near-universal applause for the 
winner. 

“Finally, justice has been done to 
Portuguese literature." said Mario 
Soares, who was president when Sara¬ 
mago left the country. Current Presi¬ 
dent Jorge Sampaio said: “Jose Sara¬ 
mago is a universal writer, a great 
artist and a great creator." 

Saramago is tbe fourth consecutive 
European io win the literature prize, 
one of five established by Alfred 


Nobel, the Swedish industrialist 
and inventor of dynamite. Prizes 
for literature, chemistry, physics, 
medicine and peace have been 
awarded since 1901. A sixth prize, 
in economics, was started in 1969. 

While Saramago voices reserva¬ 
tions about joining “tbe dub of 
rich countries," he has made peace 
with Portugal's leaders. He and 
his Spanish wife return several 
times a year to an apartment they 
keep in Lisbon, the Portuguese 
capital. 

Saramago, the son of poor 
fanners. left high school to work 
as a locksmith. His first novel. 
Country of Sin, published in 1947, 
told of peasants in moral crisis. 

Like 20th-century Portugal, Sar¬ 
amago was a late bloomer. Work¬ 
ing as a translator and a journalist, 
he wrote little fiction until after 
the 41 -year rightist dictatorship of 
Antonio Oliveira de Salazar ended 
in 1974. Rising Eanh, his tale of a 
poor people’s revolt, won Lis¬ 
bon's top literary prize in 1980, 
launching bis career as a best-selling 
■ author at age 58. 

“He is remarkable for being utterly 
and indelibly Portuguese,” Los 
Angeles Times book critic Richard 
Eder wrote last year! “Centuries of 
fog, decline'and-melancholy. How 
could a great Portuguese writer, in 
this doleful trio of national conditions, 
do anything but flower into skepti¬ 
cism? The flowering in this desert— 
or marsh—is brilliant: fantasy, humor 
and a need to read the world's mes¬ 
sages backward for what they con¬ 
ceal."* 



A G I. N D A 


Exhibitions 

■ Paintings by IS 

artists from Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Palestine 
and Lebanon at the 
Al Mashriq Gallery, 
Shmesanj, It contin¬ 
ues until ‘ 1 

November. 

■ Under tbe patroa- 
age of HM Queen 

- Noor, the Cervantes 
Institute- is showing 
an exhibition entitled 
Goya’s . Caprichos. 
The exhibition was 
opened on the 13 
October, and will run 
until 23 October. 

■ An exhibition by 
Lamia Jamal at the- 
French Cultural Cen¬ 
ter! .runs until 26 
October 

Films 

■ A film entitled 
Goya: El capricho y 
la invention, will be 
shown at the Insti¬ 
tute Cervantes on 
the 18 October, at 
6:30 pm. The film is 
a documentary giv¬ 
ing a good combina¬ 
tion ■ of Goya’s 
works, and etchings. 
It will be shown in 
Spanish, with a com¬ 
mentary by Dr 
Khalid Khreis. 

■ A French film, 
entitled Prlnom 


Carmen will be 
showing at the 
French Cultural Cen¬ 
ter on the 19 Octo¬ 
ber, at 6:30 and 8:30 
pra. The film, from 
1983,. is about a 
young girl who man¬ 
ages ■ her own 
business. 

M ■ The - American 
Center will be show¬ 
ing Quiz Show (star¬ 
ring Robert Redfordl 
on 15 October, at 
5:00pm! 

■ The British 
Council will be 
showing Bounty on 

20 October, at 
6:00pm. The movie 
is headlined by Mel 
Gibson and Anthony 
Hopkins. 

B A 1995 German 
movie, entitled Lis¬ 
bon Story, will be 
showing at the 
Goethe Institute on 

21 October at 7 pm. 

Workshop 

• The British 
Council is currently 
holding a number of 
workshops, discuss¬ 
ing Modem English 
Literature. On the 
19 October, the The 
Inscrutable Orien¬ 
tals The Far East, 
will be reviewed at 
the auditorium from 
5:00 until 7:00 pm. 
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7l — 24 October. 


> Philadelphia I (Tel: 4634149): Kuh Hie Conqueror 

> Philadelphia H (Tel:4634149): Last Man Standing 

> GaDeria I (Tel: 079 33430): Saeedi At The 
American University (Antic) 

> GaDeria H (Teh 079 33430): 6 Days 7 Nights 

) Plaza (Teh 5699238): Saeedi At The American 

University fAra«cj L 

> Concord 1 (Tel: 5677420): Nasser I 

t Concord n (Tel: 5677420): Up Close & Personal 1 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 
SATURDAY 

3:00—-Holy Koran . . • - 

3:10—Animaniacs (Cartoon)' 
3 JO—^-Qowmng Arotmd 
4:00—Neighbors (Drama) 
4:30—Feer Pressure (Doc.) 
5:00-~FraichFrog. • 

(.*00—Wind atmy back. 

7:00—NewsinFrench > 

7:35—French Prog. 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Murphy Brown 
8:00—Sirens 

9:35—ABC of Democracy 
10HW—News At Ten ; 

10-30—Lyddie 
12:00—Twisted 

SUNDAY 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Pink Panther (Cart.) 

3 JO—Pumpkin Patch 

330—-The Adventures of the 

Black StalGon 

4:00—Discover The WDd 

Animals 

430—Vid Kids 

5:00—NBA 

6:00—French Program : 

7:00—NewsinFTench 
7:15—French Programs . 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—The Brittas Empire 
8.-00—French Progra m 
830—Renegade 
9:05—Farming & Ecology .. 

9 JO—Behind the Scene 
10:00—News in English 

10 JO—Veronica Clare 
31 JO—DoogieHowser ' 

MONDAY; ; 
3.-00—Holy Koran 
3:10—Batman (Cartoon) . 

3 JO—The Genie frpjm Down 
Under (Dratoa) 

4:00—Neighbors (Drama) 

4JO—Last frontiers (Doc:) 
5:00—French Program 
6:00—Wind At My Back 



The Internet Ctffe, Sunday at 4.1)0 pm. 


■7^00—News in Frendi ’ 
7:15—FTendi Program' 
730—NewsHeadlines. 
7:35-^*arenthi>od 
&00^-The Internet Cafe 
8J0-BigSty 
; UO-HEknmter 
, 10:0©—News at Ten. j.. 
1030—Veronica. Qare 

TUESDAY 
3:0©—Holy Koran 
3:10—Freodi Cartoon 
. 330—-Bananas in Pyjamas 
4:00—Life Choices (Doc.) 
430—SmallTalk 
&00-^-The Lions Kingdom. 




6:00—French Program ■ 

- 7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Program 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Step by Step 
8:00—What Would You Do? 

8 JO—Drover’s Gold 
9:05—You and Your Car 
930—Uncut 

10:00—News At Ten 
1030—Lonesome Dove 
12:00—/Tfe Body Rode 

... WEDNESDAY 
3ri)0—Holy Koran 
3:10—The Adventures of 
Teddy Ruxpin 


-This Week’s^ 


330—Halfway Across The 
Galaxy & Torn Left 
430—Masters Of The Naze 
5:00—French Program 

6:15—Wind At My Bade 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Program 
7J0—News Headlines 
735—Two Point Children . 
8:00—Envoy Special 
830—Kung-Fu 
9:10—Great Moments Of 
Science & Technology 
930—Faces & Places 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030—Chicago Hope 
12dM>—Bogs (Drama) 

THURSDAY 
3HH)—Holy Koran 
3:10-^Superman (Cartoon) 
330—Sliders (Drama) 

4:00—Life On The Digital 
Edge 

5:00—French Program 
6:15—Sparks 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—French Prog. 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7J5—Family Matters 

830—Great Romances of the 

20tfa Century 

830—Dr Quinn Medkine 

Woman (Drama) 

9:10—Oprah Winfrey 
1030—News at Tod 
1030— Film: True Crime 
12:00—The Boys (Comedy) 

FRIDAY 
330—Holy Koran 
3:10—Swiss Family Robinson 
3 JO—Treasure Hunt 
430—French FUm 
6:15—The Simpsons 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Freich Prog. 

730—News Headlines 
735—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 


8:00—Cinema. Cinema 
8 JO—Babylon 5 
9:10—Everyman 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030—The X Files (Drama) 
11:10—The Halifax 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN AIS 
SAMEDi 

17:00—Faut pas river 
19:00—Le journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L’cenf de Cofomb 

DIMANCHE 
18:00—Bonne espfrance 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 

LUNDI 

1730—ThalassO 

1930—Le Journal 

19:15—Magazine sdentifiqoe 

MARDI 

1830—Les cceurs brfil£s 
19:00—Le Journal 
19:15—Tractates 

MERCREDI 
17:00—Ushnaxa 
1930—Le Journal 
19:15—E=M6 
20:00—Envoy e special 

JEUDI 

16:00—L’teole des fans 
19:00—Le journal 
19:15—Magazine 

L’reof de Colomb 

VENDREDI 
18:15—Fort Bpyard 
1930—Le journal 
19:15—AB6 la Terre 




TITANIC: Nothing on earth can rival the epic spectacle and breathtaking 
grandeur of Titanic , the sweeping love story that sailed into the hearts of 
moviegoers around the world, ultimately emerging as the most popular motion 
picture of all time. Leonando DiCaprio and Oscar-nominee Kate Winslet light up 
the screen as Jack and Rose, the young lovers who find one another on the 
maiden voyage of the *unsinkable * R.M.S. Titanic . But when the doomed luxury 
liner collides with an iceberg in the frigid North Atlantic, their passionate lore 
affair becomes a thrilling race for survival. From acclaimed filmmaker James 
Cameron comes a tale of forbidden love and courage in the face of disaster, that 
triumphs as a true cinematic masterpiece. 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


at Al Rabieh near Garfields Restaurant 

JrrOEPn Tel:07998479or07953280 {Mobile} 

V irfr)E^ . Opendaliy from 11:00—16:00 
V18:00—21:30 


35 JD 

Monthly 

unlimited Yidci 
CasM-tU' 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE HOROSCOPES 


^ERKY & BfcAl^ byifrnK^ Mya? 5“ : " 


MAY Z BE EXCUSED? 
fPS VERY URGENT! 


rVE A5KEPTO BE I IT'S 3U5T0NE OF 
RWUSEPAT THE I THOSE UTTLE 



ACROSS 

1 Keda mM 
from here 

5 HoodwHc 

9 •Myoourtry^ 
ofthaa- 

12 Curious one 

13 Garage see 
vice, br short 

14 _Me 

15 Securty 
device 

18 Appfcaticn 

19 Daunts 

20 _Lama 

21 Roundabout 


23 R&nosup’ 
parts 

25 Gumbo 

28 Poice action 

29 

CharnpcnsH 

P 

31 in mat case 

32 23egfckl 
33' Sound of 


35 Sojourn 

36 Upon 

37 _vender 
Rohe(arcN- 

. 

38 Bui and 
Barteyoom 

39 Buking figure 

42 VbndUon 

43 Ruteretofre 

44 Bytmplcaion' 
orty . 

47 Abuntfig 

49 Puxh 

50 SomdWng 
bitter 

51 Vacation mat 

55 SWdside- 
vays . 

56 Dismoura 

57 Broadcast 

. portion 

58 Approving oy 
50 Gist 

60 Macsh peri 


1 Win by _ .. 

2 Be a hero 

.3 Crowd ’• 

4 Discriminating 
eater 

5 Shortcomings 

8 On the _ 

7 Sash 

8 Defcescr 
Durocher - 

9 jobesBcn- 
tiate 

10 FOrudan-. 

11 Hector Hugh 
Mum • 

12 RuiswWy 

14 Strident nofea 

15 tosan charac¬ 
ter 

17 Asteieabbt 

22 Another state: 


23 Stages 

24 Brotehaln 


29 The Mouse 
..-Roared" 

30 Stage v*a!n 
-.31 Musical 

Qt»4» 

34 Naval 
tarfeabbe 

35 Compoafions- 
far one 

38 Sator 
•40 Attbady 

41 Japanese 
■ people 

42 Plan 

- pouches 

44 Cog 

45 Melodramatic 

46 OW name for 
Thkyo 

47 | h tw a 

48 Smal brook 

49 Roasting rod 

52 Knock 

53 Bfoti^WgB 

54 Pooltem 



oEBin noon annl 
mnnmn nntin Brunei) 
nmnHnnnntiEnoHnn 
Bran nrann nraomn 
onannnn Gonna 
bcidd rannnnoso 
rannran oonn osn 
nnao onnora nmnn 
nnra nrann rannnn 
Htuaennoo nnnn 
□onna nmmranBra 
innnnra norara soh 
nnnnnrannnoncinrara 
□nsa sBmc Fimranra 
ruin nnnn sinnn 


Noimios 


By.Linda Black 


Weekly Tip: The sun’s in Libra 
going into Scorpio. Waldo your libra 
friends.’ They’ll be cute and fliitarions 
anddsative:' 

Aries (Mardi 21-April 19). Sur¬ 
render to your partner’s whims. Be 
ajrefuL Thke control of (be checkbook 
and of your impulses, or you’ll go way 
avertiudgeL 

.. Thuros (April.20-May 20). Get a 
work-related question answered so 
you 'earn-make .your big decision. 

' You'll be ready to choose. Wait for the 
right moment, and the best offer. 

Gemini (May 21-Jiine 21). 
Romance- definitely blossoms. You 
.may not get much else done. That’s 
OK; because these are intense work¬ 
days. . .■ 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Whip- 
your place mto shape and don't waste 
a moment Romance is in the air big 
time. No telling what will happen and. 
when, so be ready. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Acquire the 
skills you'need for . a job. It’s a great 
time to fix Jip' your place, even if it 
means tossing some stuff out 

Virgp (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Insider 
information could lead to an excellent 
deal so pay attention. Focus on learn¬ 
ing new skills and attack a difficult 
project. 

.' 13br& (Sept. 23-OcL 23). You’re 
irresistible. Plan your time accordingly. 
Focus on money. You’ll gw it by talk¬ 
ing, and there’s plenty there. The rest 
of year attention shifts from yourself 
fa your pocketbook. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Suc- 
cumb to the pressure. It’s pointless to 
resist Once you do that, you’ll find 
yourself gening stronger, a feeling that 
increases, . 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Let 
friends entice you to go play. You’ll be 
sorry but that’s OK. You would have 
had to work late anyway. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jab. 19). Show' 
an older person-reject and you’ll be 
repaid with Tovri. You should have your 
objective in mind and know what 
needs to be done next. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feh. IS). Go as 
fro* as you can and back again. Work 
on a deal to improve your career and 
make the c ommitmgn L 

Ptsces (Feb. l9-Mardi 2Q). Mooey 
wants to come to you, so give it a 
nudge ui that direction. Work inter- 
frxes with travel plans, unless you find 
a way to do both: ’ 

-if; You're Haring a Birthday This. 
Week: Y5ur Scorpio side comes out 
tins year, helping you be more deci- ; 
rive/You*n alio tegood » plamiilg. , 

;. 6 mTobnae ttafiaStankes 


SAME TIME EVERY 
WYTHIS MONTH? 
REALLY? — 


K 


C0INCIPENCE5 
LIFE OFFERS UP 
NOW ANP THEN ! 






ELWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 


HOKTDWi THIS PUIT&* 

StUFF OP >«JRS IS 
PfSSUSriWS/4Wp WHAT& 
EVEW MOee Dlft5UST1M®„ 


-is >OU JX is MUSIC 

PBETEWD -AWD B= JttJ 
ITS WEREN’T 
MUSIC / so DEEP 
. . ^ INTO THAT 

a asK 


CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 





.. And divide her weight, 162 pounds, by her age 
and multiply that by her hip measurements— 
that’ll be $37.82, sir!” 


Subscribe to 


Jumble 


Unscramble that bar words, one 
letter to each square, to form fear 
ordinary words. 


Mmm 



Words of 
Wisdom 






Star 


Jonbn^t p o B Mcad, sctnomic 
nd cuttuntt wwaMy 


Answer:! 


Now arrange the eMed letters to fem 
die surprise aasms; as ab ated By 
the abort caitooa. 

xp^rrm 


XdVa 3KLNI DNDNVa 
_jsbd jCBMpeojg; aqt jaMtjd «ap mdr uaMsnv 

QHONVH HDnOD NMONS saasoy 


Strong leaders need strong 
associates. 

* a • 

Workers who spend time 
sniping at co-workers and 
bosses often feel powerless in 
their ability to change things. 

Luck seems to blossom in 
proportion to work; the hairi¬ 
er you work, the luckier you 
get- 

• • . • 

‘ We may expea politicians 
to lie, but we want the lies at 
least to be convincing ones. 

a a ■ 

If you don’t use power, 
you will lose power. 

■ ■ • 

Why are peoplemore will¬ 
ing to believe something 
whispered than something 
stated out loud? 


Name:. 


Position:. 


Company:. 


Address:. 


P.OJJox:. 


.Country: 
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Pan-Arab 

Games update 





Al Sa'ad confident that 
Jordan is ready 



Mr Al Sa’ad 

AMMAN (Star)—-The Arab 
Sports Federation (ASF) Secre¬ 
tary General. Othman AI Sa'ad. 
confirmed the he is confident 
that Jordan would host an effi¬ 
cient and successful Pan Arab 
Games, based on the level of 
experience and ability the 
Kingdom has in holding major 
sporting events. 

During his visit to the King¬ 
dom last week. Mr Al Sa’ad 
toured some sports facilities in 
Amman and Irbiil and 
expressed his satisfaction 
regarding the preparations for 
the Pan Arab Games. 

At the end of his tour. Mr Al 
Sa’ad held a press conference, 
urging both Iraq and Kuwait to 
forget their past animosities, 
and participate together in the 
games. 

He also said that the Arab 
Sports Federation would assist 
the Jordanian preparations 
financially, by reducing their 
profit margins on promotion 
and television coverage.by 50; : 
percent, which equates to about - 
SI million. 

Mr Al Sa'ad announced the 
formation of the ASF Supervis- 
iory Committee, to be headed 
by Games director Is am Ari- 
dah. The committee will over¬ 
see all the preparations for the 
□ext Pan Arab Games. He also-. 


Inspecting a Jordanian sports facility 


urged journalists to modernize 
their equipment, and improve 
(heir coverage of sports events, 
by introducing computers and 
the internet service. 

Badminton teams heads to 
Cyprus 

AMMAN (Star)—The Jorda¬ 
nian men and women Badmin¬ 
ton teams will leave for Cyprus 
next week to participate 
in an international tour¬ 
nament to be held in 
Nicosia from 22 to 25 
October. Each squad 
will consist of eight 
players, and success is 
expected from Lina Al 
Rushdan and Montaser 
Al Nobani in particular. 


Fencing teams get 
Chinese coach 
AMMAN (Star)—Mr 

Wang Foji. from China, 
is the new coach for the 
Jordanian men and 
'iwonwn's. FentiftiUeams. 

The appointment dbmes 
after both teams per¬ 
formed dismally during 
the recent Arab champi¬ 
onship held in Kuwait 
The new coach will be 
on a pay package of Amer Al Notour 
$700 a month, plus his 
living expenses. The only suc¬ 


cess in the championship was a 
bronze medal in Shecch’s com¬ 
petition for men. 

Amer Al Naiour, Bilal Al 
Rahal and Jaser Khader. are 
expected to do well, given 
some inspired coaching. 

Jordan Weight-lifting 
tpam fak es 4th place 






Mohannad Al Mansi in action for Jordan 


AMMAN (The 
Star)—Jordan's 
weight-lifting team 
came runners-up in 
an international tour¬ 
nament held in Tur¬ 
key last week. In all, 
there were 11 coun¬ 
tries participating. 
Jordan obtained two 
silver medals, won by 
Ahmad Abu Ja'afar 
(69 Kg division) and 
Mohammed AJ 
Tayem t105 kg 
division). 

The final table 
standings were as fol¬ 
lows: I- Turkey. 2- 
Saudi Arabia. 3- 
Azeberijan. 4-Jordan. 
5- Khazakhestan. 6- 
Syria. 7- ' Iraq. 8- 
i Bulgaria. 9-Holland. 

10-Cuba. 11- 

. ■: Uzbekistan. 

Mens Handball 
team abstains 
AMMAN (Star)— 
The Jordanian Hand¬ 
ball Federation 

decided not to send a 
team to the next 
Asian Games to be 
held in Bangkok. The 
decision was based 
on the poor perfor- 
■' J- -/. .'=>•■; mance of the team 
' during the last Arab 
" f' r. championship, held 
in Egypt. Jordan fin- 
ished in 9th place, out 
.;':j of the 11 countries 
who participated. 
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Sheikh Al Maktoum 

wins Endurance Race 


WADI RUM—Sheikh General 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak¬ 
toum. Crown Prince of Dubai and 
Minister of Defense, scored 
another major international vic¬ 
tory when he won the 120- 
kilometer Emirates International 
Endurance Horse Race, held in 
Wadi Rum on Friday. 

Sheikh Mohammed Finished 
First with a time of 7:26:45 hours 
on his horse Zahrat Al Waadi, 
and was presented with a Land 
Rover for his efforts. 

The runner-up was Saeed 
Abdullah Humaid, also from the 
UAE, on his horse. 

Tango. Humaid finished the 
race in a time of 7:26:47 hours, 
and was presented with a Nissan 
Patrol. In third place was Tareq 
Al Taher, from Saudi Arabia, on 
Pajesco, with a time of 7:27:10 
hours, collecting a purse of Dh 
100 , 000 . 

Sheikh Mohammed, who is the 
captain of the formidable UAE 
endurance racing team, led from 
the front and was in control for 
most of the gruelling race, which 
was witnessed by many lovers of 
the sport. 

The best placed Jordanians 
were Nasser Al Tarabeen on his 
mount Noor Al Salam, who came 
in fourth position, with a time of 
7:45:400 hours, picking up Dh 
90,000. In Fifth place was 
Mohammed Abu Amara. riding 
his horse Abu Mizar. 

The UAE team performance 
have boosted their morale, and 
Sheikh Mohammed must be a 
strong contender to win the 
World Endurance Championship, 
scheduled to be held in the UA.E 
later this year. 

The Dubai Crown Prince 
donated his trophy and all the 
cash prizes won by the UAE 
horsemen to charities in Jordan. 

He asked Princess Alia .bint 
Hussein, head of the Royal Jorda¬ 
nian Equestrian Federation—who 
attended the prize giving cere¬ 
mony—to distribute the cash to 
charitable organizations in 



Sheikh Al Makhloum (center) riding to victory in the Endurance Race 
Jordan. 

The prize was handed 
over to Sheikh 
Mohammed by Sheikh 
Ahmed bin Saeed Al 
Maktoum, Chairman of 
the Dubai Civil Avia¬ 
tion Department and 
head of Emirates 
Airlines. 

A total of Dh 1 mil¬ 
lion was distributed to 
IS riders, at! of whom 
completed the race. The 
Emirates Power and 
Endurance Race, which 
runs for the fourth year, 
is the third richest in 
the world, after the 
American and the UAE 
races. The top two rid¬ 
ers of the race qualified 
for the world champion¬ 
ships, to be held in the 
UAE in December. ■ 



HRH Princess Alia Bint Al Hussein presenting the trophy to Sheikh Al Maktoum 


TM 



is on 



2000 



Euro 2000 summary 
England’s hopes of reaching the Euro 
2000 finals took a severe blow on Satur¬ 
day when they could only manage a 
goalless draw with Bulgaria at Wem¬ 
bley Stadium. Meanwhile, Germany 
slumped 1-0 to Turkey in their opening 
match, whilst world champions France, 
desperate to bury the embarrassment of 
last month’s draw in Iceland, gave new? 
coach Roger Lemerre just the tonic he 
needed, with a 3-2 win in Russia—his 
first win since succeeding Aime Jacquet 
in July. Italy leads the way in Group 1, 
after Alessandro Del Piero silenced his 
critics with both goals in a 2-0 win over 
Switzerland, ending a five-month goal 
drought which many saw as the decid¬ 
ing factor in the Italians poor World 
Cup campaign. 

England (0) Bulgaria (0) 

Glenn Hoddle's future as England 
coach now hangs in the balance as Sat¬ 
urday’s bitterly disappointing stalemate, 
coupled with an opening defeat to Swe¬ 
den, means his side’s hopes of qualify¬ 
ing for the finals have been severely 
compromised. 

It was only 12 months ago to the 
day, that Hoddle was celebrating after 
another goalless draw, in Italy, which 
secured World Cup qualification for 
France 98. 

However, the latest performance by 
England threatens to leave them adrift 
in a sea of mediocrity, having failed 
to see oft a side comprehensively 
beaten 3-0 at home by Poland only 
four weeks ago. 

Poland swept to the head of the 
group after squashing Luxembourg 3- 
0 in Warsaw. Sweden had a night off. 

England, who play Luxembourg 
next, were booed off at Wembley 
after failing to carve out any real 
openings, save for a Michael Owen 



Action from the Switzerland-Itafy match 


shot over the bar and a Sol Campbell 
header which went just wide. 

The Bulgarians, who had lost their 
lasr four encounters against England, 
were nearly suspended from the com¬ 
petition last month after , a dispute 
between the national federation and 
the Sofia government. After Sarur- 


En gland- 
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Portugal on there way to a 0-1 defeat at the hands of Romania 


day's miserable showing, 
will wish it had been. 

. Skipper Alan Shearer summed up 
England’s' frustration. -“We must go 
on. and we mast take three points- 
against Luxembourg," said the New-. 
c^e striker. “We know tiiat-we?re a 
good side, but over the last two games 
we haven’F proved that 
You don’t become a 
bad side overnight." 

. Hoddle admitted that 
England now faces an 
uphill task to qualify for 
the finals. “At the end 
of the day,-you don't 
have to be a genius u? 
work out that we have 
to’ quickly get back to 
winning ways," said the 
-' Fnylandp nach. . . . 

"^We have: to pick 
ourselves up for 
Wednesday^ . match 
against . Luxembourg 
and hope that the result 
of Sweden's match 
against Poland goes our 
way.” . • 

British bookmakers 
quickly cut the odds on 
Hoddle losing his job 
by the end of the season 
’ from 6-4 to 4-5. 


: Turkeyfl) Germany (0) 

Germany had an even bigger shock 
as they lost their Group 3 clash with 
;• Turkey. 

Galatasaray striker fiakan Sukur. 
V mdmamed the Bull of the Bosphorus. 

. beaded the only goal to bear the three- 
, time werid champions, who were play¬ 
ing their fust match under new coach 
Erich Ribbeck. 

„ Sukur struck with 20 minutes to go in 
the match, after German keeper Oliver 
Kahn failed to clear a loose ball. Tur- 
•' keyVTayfim Korkut was sent off sec- 
, ©nds later for a second bookable 
offense, but the visitors were unable to 
exploit their extra man. • 

Turkey's triumph leaves them top of 
the group, with a maximum six points 
. from two games, while Germany—the 
defending - European champions—■ 

. travels to Moldova for its second quali¬ 
fier next Wednesday. 

.Scotland (3) Estonia (2) 

In Group 9, Scotland needed two 

- goals from substitute Billy Dodds on his 
: i nt er nati onal debut to scrape a 3-2 win 

over Estonia at Tynecastle. 

. The Scots .were staring defeat in the 
.face when Maksim Smirnov put the 
Baltic .minnows 2-1 np with just 14 
minutes _to go. t . . 

However, -am own. goal two minutes 
.later by Sergei Hohlov-Simson, the 
scorer of Estonia’s first goaL let the 
Scots back into the match. 1 

- -Estonia's Marko Kris cal was then 
-sent .off in-.the 82nd minute following a 
collision with Galium Davidson and 
Dundee United striker Dodds, who had 
scored the Septs’ first goal, hit the late 
winner. 

, FULL RESULTS 

- Group 1. 

Italy (2) Switzerland (0> r 
Denmark tl> Wales ( 2 ) - j 

• Group2 
’ Latvia (I) Georgia (0) 

Slovenia (1) Norway (2) - 
Group 3 

Northern Ireland fi> Finland (0) 

Turkey (1) Germany (0> 

Group 4 

Armenia (0) Iceland (0) 

Audon* (0) Ukraine (2) 

Russia (2) France (3) 

Group 5 


Poland (3j Luxembourg 
Group 6 

Cyprus CO) Austria^). 
San Marino (0) Israel f S 
Group 7 

Azerfaijan (0 j Hungary 
Liechtenstein ( 0 ) Sloval 
Portugal (0) Romania j 1 
Group 8 

Malta (1 j Croatia (4) 
Group 9 

Scotland (3) Estonia ( 2 ) 
Bosnia (1) Czech Reput 

Lithuania (0) Faroe Islaj 
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C’est la vie 


'L'agenda frangais d' Amman 


Cinema 

Cycle Les onntes 80. 

Prinom Carmen, film de Jean-Luc Godard {1983), coulcur, &ous- 
titn? en arabe, avec M. Demers et J. Bonnafe. Son oncle metreur 
en sc&ne team hospitalise 5 . Carmen lui demande si elle peut utiliser 
son appanement pour loumer un film. Stances an Centre 
cuiturel frangais le land! 19 octobre ft 18h30 et 20h30. 


Exposition 

Les sculptures filiformes de Lamia Jamal au CCF jusqu’aa 
26 octobre. 


Environnement 


«Lac Pepsi»: de l’eau dans le gaz 



Noire,- nausfebbnde» 
convene d’algues, i’eau dujac 
Zarqa n’inspire gufere ctv- 
nfiance. Avec one superficic de 
80000 metres cante, et une 
moyenne de 20 mfttres .de 
profondeur, Je lac Zazqa'iest le 
principal nSservoir do barrage 
King Talal. MaisO est .ftgale- 
ment Je d£potoir privil 6 gi 6 de 
nombre - d’industries dc -la., 
region de Ruseifefa. Ainsi, 


ydans la region de Ruseifeh, est le theatre d'une catastrophe 
^ueignoree paries industriels 9 subie par les riverains. 
Reportage au coeur d'un rnarigot . 


nombre ux cas 

d'empoi&onnement chez des 
enfants panis jouer auiour du 
lac. De plus, en hiver, lorsque 
le niveau des eaux tend a 
roomer. certaines maisons soot 
menaces d’inondation. 


depais les anuses soixantfe, les 
r tediments rqetes par la 
. Compagnie jordanienne des 
phosphates bloquenr panieDe- 
. ment l’teoujement des eaux du 
fleuve Zarqa, intenfisant le bon 
■ renouvellement des eaux da lac,. 
les condamnant ft croupir. Et les 
trente ans de re jet de mad ires 
- plasdques, de phosphates et 
d'-argOe / o'ont partiellemeot 
ceste qu’en 1990. Mais l’usine 


Pepsi, implantte ft proximitft du 
lac, condone d’y dftverser ses 
eaux us£es via le fleove Zarqa 
qui atimente le bassin. 

Le «Iac Pepsin, c’est ainsi 
que les riverains sumommeau le 
lac Zarqa, en r&fSreace ft la 
responsabilite de I’industnel 
dans la catastrophe teoiogique 
qui frappe la region. A la scale 
mention de la boissou gazeuse, 
les visages se durcisseni,. se 


k 




Eur 



contractenL «Nous avons peur 
pour nos enfants, se plaint une 
habitants des pourtours du lac, 
nous devons leur imerdire de 
jouer de peur qu'ils ne se noi- 
ent*. Selon 1'Association 
jordanienne pour 

1 ’environnement, trots ft q ua m e 
personnes se noient cheque 
annfe dans le «lac Pepsin. *A 
premtirc vue, pcrurstm la 
riveraine, le lac ne parol: pas 
oris profond, mais une fois 
qu'on est iambi dedans, ses 
eaux boueuses vous aspirant et 
il est impossible d’en sortir ». 


est aggravi par les emanations 
du lac». Quant aux m^decins 
de la region, ils noient de 


Bouteilles cTaJcooi 

Mais le probl&me ne se 
Iimite pas ft un desa&ire 
ftcologique. *Les chomeurs se 
regroupent auteur du lac. 
remorque une jeune femme, et 
on retrouve nombre de 


bouteilles d'alcool brisees. qui 
s'ajousent aux ordures qui y 
sort reguiieremem jeties*. 
• C'est vraiment diprimam de 
voir ce lac du matin au soir. 
poursuit-elle, on devrait avoir 
le droit de vivre elans un 
environnement proprel». 

Comme cede femme, la 
plupan des habitants de la 
region rftclament les moyeos 
d’assftcber ce lac et sans dome 
le gouvemement a-t-il eniendu 
leur appel. Un vasxe projet 
gouvemememal visant ft 


a&s£cher le lac et ft le 
transformer en pare est en effet 
en cours. D 6 jiu certaines 
pairelles de terrains ont ^te 
assftch^es et des arbres ont ftte 
plantfts. Mais, il y a trois ans, 
un projet d’assaixusscment du 
meme type avait £choud. et 
peu apr&s son premier 
assechement, le lac Zarqa emit 
revenu, idendque ft lui meme. 


Nissrine A. Shaikh 
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Ailergie respiratoire 
Mais outre les risqoes de 
noyade qu’il prftscnte, le lac, 
insalubre, provoque des 
troubles de la santft chez 
beaucoup de riverains. Selon le 
docteur Ham dan, la prolifera¬ 
tion des insectes, et surtout des 
mousdques, est rcsponsable 
des allergies cutanftes et des 
dftmangeaisons done souffrent 
bon nombie de riverains. Mais 
on note ftgalexnent des 
problftmes de l’appareil 
respiratoire chez les habitants 
du pourtour: «Ma pile, qui est 
dgie de dix ans, souffre 
d’ailergie respiratoire, se 
plaint une institntrice, et mon 
mari est asthmadque. ce qui 



«A premiere vue, poursuit la riveraine, le lac ne partiSt pas tres profond, mais une fois qu'on est tombi dedans, seseaux 
boueuses vous aspirent etU est impossible d’en sortir*. Une riveraine. 


on 




3»: 


L’honrnie-niachine selon Zola 


La Bite Juanqine, mt roman from 
d’Emile Zola, pobH£ poor la preml 
Arisen 1890. • 

Enpr§t 

an Centre cuiturel fran^als. 


Comme dan< : .la. 
plupart des romans de Zola, 
la name de \&Bite humane 
s’ardcule autour . de la 
classe onvriftre de la fin dn 
dix-nenvifttoe siftete, c’est ft 
dire dn dftmt de la 
idvohuioDi industiidle.. Et 
c’est avec la profusion de 
details qui Ini est si 
catactdristique que Zola 
dftcrit la vie des ouvriers du 
cheurin de fer. Avec 
clairvoyance Zola prdvoii 
] ’influence de la tnftcanisa- 
don sur rhumamtl Les 
protagonistes, qui viveait. 
dans 1 ’univers froid des 
madrines, ne prarvent 
trouver le bonheur, et spnt 
rirailids entre des senti¬ 
ments extremes. Rouband, 
i’un des personnages 
principaux, qui mftue. une 
vie paisible avec sa femme 
Sftverine, d&ide brutale- 
. ment de se venger du 
«pr 6 sident», I’homme qui a 
ftlevft sa compagpe et qui a 
abusft d’elle larsqu’eDe fttait 
enfant Mais une fois vrogd 
du «pr 6 sklent» 3 bascule 
dans l’mdiffiSrence et 
•ignore tocalement Jacques, 
1’amant de sa femme. De 
meme, Sftverine, que l’on 
imagine paisible et douce 
se montre en rftalitfi 
machiavflique et crimineDe, 
et cherche par tous les.tnoy- 
ens ft ftcarter km man pour 



Jean Gabvn, dans I’adaptation de Jean Renoir (1938), 
income les rapports ambigus entre hommes et 
machines. 


finr avec son amant. Egalement nndllft entre 
biro et mal, ce dernier, torturft par une folic 
qui le rouge, tentc d’ 6 touffer - • sans y ■ 
parvetnr - les demons int£rienrs qni le 
poussent ft uier la femme qu’3 a aimft. 

Quelquc chose d’ambigu dans le rapport 
des personna ges aux machines dont ils 
s’occupent, vient mettre ces denufcres an 
centre du roman. **La Lison», dont Jacques 
a la charge, prend la place d’un personnage 
i, mrt Mwifere et iftasdt avec la vetsaliliw 


ft part entifere a r&grt 
d'un £tre humain- Et la «anort* de «la 
Usoo* fair ftcho h ceDe de Sftverme, 
assassinfte par son amant. En quelque state, 
en assuj^issam la mort des personnages a 
celles des machines, Zola Stigmatise la 
dgpendance des hommes ft leurs creations. 


et rend ces demiftres iesponsables des 
malheoxs de son ftpoque. La deraiftre image 
du roman, qui sonne comme le glas d'une 
sombre prfmonition,-. . ■ montre une 
locomotive sans condncteur ni m&anicien, 
dftvalant les rails, aveugle et sourde. C'est ft 
travecs cette image empreinte de fureur et 
de violence que Zola ftvbqne l’idde d’une 
humanitft emportfe par'des forces aveugles 
vers une issue dramatique.. Car c T est sans, 
doute dans le title de 1 ’ouviage qu’U font 
cbercher les motivations de Zola. La Bftte 
humaine, c'est cette machine qui est ft la 
fois «b£te» - car bnrtale et sans ftme-, et 
«dnnname» car sortie des mains de 
1 'homme. ■ 


Nissrine A~ Shaikh 


- Confessions 

«Les bibliotheqttes sont des jungles» 

Les bibliothecaires choisissent les livres, les classent, 


lesindexent, les aiment. Un jour pourtant, ils doivent s’en 
sparer. Un temoin priviligie raconte. 


J aime fWdftrique et Fr&- 
dftriqne m’aime. Une histoire 
d’amour banale mais le plus 
volage des deox n’est pas oelui 
qu’on croh. Cette passionate 
n’a aucun senqrale ft me pr£f£< 
rer bien d’autres de mes 
collftgues, phis neu£s que moi. 
Pourtant eue a gaxdft de notre 
intimite un souvenir 
imp&issable. Je l’ai sans dome 
un peu trap effrayte, ft tel point 
qu'efle hftsite anjonnf hui ft me 
retire mais je sais que je lui ai 
plu. Secrfeteanent, elle a promis 
de me parcourir ft nouveau Y- 
a-t-il lien phis beau et plus fort 
que cehti qui peut exister entre 
une bibliotfateaire et un Dvre ? 

Tout a commence on jour de 
mars 1996. Je suis arrivd 
empaquete an Centre culture! 
frangais. A peine , le soled 
r 6 chanffait-il ma couverture 
encore brillante, que des mains 
brutal es me collaient une 
fitiquette surle cdte, ^R-HAR» 
(R pour Roman et les irois 
premiires lettres du uom de ma 
ertetrice Jacqueline Haipman), 
avant de me ranger sur d'teroits 
rayons tout centre d’autres 
pensionnaires peu aimables et 
jaloux de leur espace vital. Tai 
trfts vite compris que les bibbo- 
thftques. considtirtes comme les 
temples saatis de la literature, 
sont de v&itables jungles. Ma 
condition est prteaire, meme si 
jusqu’ft present, la chance ne 
m’a pas manq iitf La 
communaute francophone 
goflte le vertige que je lui 
procure. Objet de convoitise, 
on m’a kidnappd seize fens en 
deux ans et demi. 


accomplir le sale boulot pour 
accueillir les nouveautte et 
faire plaisir aux visiteurs. Car 
Frfdteique n’est pas du genre 
6 ^>iste. EDe pense d’abord ft 
rimtitet de son public qui est 
trfts disparate : *Nous essayons 
de ne pas laisser litre cours d 
notre affecthiit ou nos godts 
personnels lorsque nous 


passons les commandes». Me 
commanderai t-ell e ntenmoins 
en mille exemplaires si on ltd 
laissair toute tibertd ? J’aime ft 
le penser... Cette annte, la 
priorite a 6 td donnte aux 
ouvrages destines aux teudiants 
en langue firanqaise, «un 
nouveau public du centre 
depuis deux ou trois ans» 



parafr-iL Chaque 
commande 
annuelle demande 
deux mois de 
preparation pend¬ 
ant lesqucls Fr 6 - 
dteique dpluche 
toute la presse afin 
d’fctablii un choix 
«objectif». La 
commande est 
d'autant phis 
difficile ft dtablir 
que le budget egt 
entre 
et 24.000 
pour les 
*tl a 
diminue de moilie 
en dix ans*. 
regrette la bibliothecaire. 
Selection. commande. 


Iimite: 
22.000 
francs 
livres: 
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Un garde-manger 

Mais nous autres, livres de 
bibliothftqne, nous ne co- 
nnaissons pas la quttmde de 
nos cousins de salon. A tout 
moment, nous pouvons 6 tres 
«dtebeibte» f supfaintes des 
rayons, mis an pilon. Combien 
ont €t£ les victimes de cette 
mtebode inhmriainft depuis que 
j'ai rangd mes pages ici ? 
Gojuante, cent Nul n'a pu me 

le prficiser. Personae ne sait ce 
que devienneat les 
«d£shErb&». On connait en 
revanche 1 Ik raisons de 
rbteatombe sdentifiques 
d^passfs, stars d’un jour 
d&nod£es, antiquitte trqp 
vfitustes, . les ouvrages qui 
tepandent ft ces entires de 
selection ne peuvent tehapper 
au couperet m^ritoyable de la 
bibtiotitecaire. Fteddrique n'a 
pas le choix et cteracine sans 
gaiete de coeur: rC'est quelque 
chose de terrible», m’a-t-eDe 
avou 6 un jour. Mais il lain bien 


Friderique Fallal, quinze ans au service des livres et des 
leeteurs. 


d£s herb age, tous ces roots me 
donnent I’impression ddsagrte- 
ble de n’fitre qu'une vulgaire 
roarchandise dont on se 
ddbarrasse ft la prerai&re occa¬ 
sion. Au mo ins, je sais que ce 
n’est pas le cos entre les mains 
de Fn£d£rique. Cette ancienne 
infirmiere sait comment 
prendre so in de nous. Ne 
tepfete-t-elle pas ft qui veut 
1 ’entendre qu '•elle aime les li¬ 
vres* ? 

Quinze ans qu’elle s’occupe 
de nous sans rechigner aux 
c 6 tte de Nadia, l’autre 
gardienne de ce garde-manger 
d£bordant de nourritures spir- 
ituelles. Meme jjendant la 
guerre du Golfe, quand la bibli- 
othdque a bid 16, elle ne s'est 
pas dteouragte. Son monde. 
notre monde, s’teroulait pourt¬ 
ant puisque sur 12.000 ames, 
une centaine seulement a 
survteu. Les fonds sont 
dteonnais reconstitute. 


Fteddrique papillonne d'un 
rayon ft I'autre, lunettes en col¬ 
lier qu'elie est toujours prete ft 
chousser pour examiner une 
qua trie me de couverture. 
Jamais plus loin. Point de 
lectures ft la bibD pour la biblio¬ 
thecaire. Friderique reserve 
cel a pour cf autres lieux moms 
passams. Moi, que vous 
ouvrirez peut-etre, j’en sais 
quelque chose. ■ 


Moi qui n’ai pas connu les 
hommes , roman de 
Jacqueline Harp man (199?) 


Le CCF propose une fete 
du lfvre les 17 et 18 
octobre prochains. Au 
programme, one confe¬ 
rence sur les dernieres 
tendances de la litterature 
franqaise (saraedi, 18h30|, 
un atelier de creation 
poetique (dimanebe, 17h) 
et deux expositions. Ren- 
seignements au CCF. 


Livres trop chers pour une expo populaire 


Pendant dix jours, 250 maisons d'dditions (dont 70 
^ des pays arabes) sont venues pnteenter leurs publications ft 
'AmmaiL Upe f3tc du livre a dominante acadtetique et 
religieuse, qui sc dteoulait pour la premiere fois dans les 
locanx tout heufs de la Maine, ft Ras-el-Aih et reflteait une 
cooperation nouveHc entre les otganisations colturellc, 
jwanme 1'UnioD des ^tairs, tx les anmrites locales. • - 
Les Jardaniens sonivenus eombreux : lyceens. eta diants, ' 
intdlectnels, responsables des centres cutairels, Ebntires en 
ont profite pour enrichir rears bibtirthftques. Us livres 
,d’enfants notammeut oal cornu tm. grand stwefts. 

' b Mais malgrfi la foute.fes ventes n’fitaient pasi semble-t-il 
au rendez-vous. «Le public est 1ft poor passer le temps et 
s’amuser», confiaient .certains dditeurs. D'autres esum^u 
que c’est lafaute aux prix trap flevte. * Pourtant, nous 


prpposons des 'riductions jusqu 'h 40%», affirme Fathi el- 
I’tJnioa des dditeurs jardaniens; avant 


d’ajOT-to -eNousausu on se plaint, les cold de production 
des livres (papier, inqrrimeriedouanes...) augmenteni et les 


salaires des gens sont toujours aussi bos alors foreimenL ils ■ 
trouvent que les livres sont chers malgrS les r&tucrions*. 
Selon le president, la solution doit verrir de la multiplication 
des bibliotbeques publique dans les diffteents quarters de la 
vifle. 

Un ^diteot ^gyptien se plaint du 1 nanque de mediatisation 
de Texposation. Cfirtaitis visi tears fivoquent la mnvaise dis- 
■ tributira des ^stands et ^absence de' coordination entre les 
diffteentes patties de 1'expo. 

Les oTgmsfltenrs restent tout de ra&ne satisfaits de la 
fr£quentatjon du public pendant dix joins perturbte par un 
seulincictoit :1a visite de Tambassadeur israflien. A 1 ’heure 
dn dejeuner,*. celuMa a dflbarqutf sans pnSvenir avec ses 
gardes du corps. Un dditeur^ refrisd de lui vendre ses livres 
etIte responsables hn out fait comprendre qpu’fl n'ftah pas le 
bxebvtetm. Le lendcmairi, le Prince Hasan est paste dans les 
SlandiArnbimcc radicalement diff&eme! ■ . 


Salenuan Sweiss 
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Jourdain 

Supplement en frangais du Star 


Soutien a 
la Syrie 

DepUIS debut octobre. 
r inquietude ne cesse 
d’augmenter dans notre 
pays. L’eclatement d’un 
conflit arme voire d’une 
guerre entre la Syrie et la 
Turquie hante toutes les 
debats, toutes les conversa¬ 
tions des partis politiques. 
des syndicats. des madias 
et bien sur de J’opinion 
publique. On imagine les 
pi res catastrophes, une 
situation a l'irakienne et 
Ton soupqonne Israel 
d'etre 1'instigateur de la 
provocation turqne. 

L'£tat hebreu o'a-t-ii pas 
condo une al-liance 
militaire avec la Turquie 
en Kwrier der-nier ? 

La caricature du 6 
odobre dans le Doustour 
est k cel egard eloquente : 
on y voit face h face un 
Arabe et un soldat turc sur 
son char qui se dirige vers 
la Syrie. Le premier lance 
: • L'histoire d'OgeUan (le 
leader du Parti Kurde de 
Turquie. soutenu par 
Dam as, NDLR) est 
ancienne. pourquoi vous la 
dlcouvrez settlement 

maintenant ?». Et le soldat 
de repondre : -Ce n'eslpas 
nous qui I’avans 
dccouverte, c'est Israel!». 

Neanmoins. le ton gene¬ 
ral est plutot a 
roptimisme : la crise entre 
les deux pays devralt etre 
reg lie par des moyens 
diplomatiques. Cette 
solution paafique est dans 
Tinteret des deux peoples 
et celui des relations 
traditionndles arabo- 
turques. Le dialogue est 
dlfendu par le Prince 
Hassail et par notre 
gouvernement qui a appele 
les deux parties 5 «contenir 
la crise*. La Chambre des 
deputes, quant & elle, a 
appele la Turquie & *ne 
plus menac-er la Syrie (6 
octobre)*. 

Les partis politiques, les 
associations 

sodoprofessionneiles et 
autres orga-nisations 
populaires (femmes, etudi- 
ants~) sont moms reserves 
: ils ont entame une 
camp ague de so-lidarite 
avec la Syrie- Une reunion 
populaire s'est tenue la 
semaine deraikre pour 
denoncer "les clauses 
secretes de Valliance 
strategique israelo-turque*. 
Des delegations a 
I'ambassade syrienne 
"pour exprimer leur 
solidarity avec le peuple 
frerc* ont ete organises. 
M ernes les F re res 

musulmans qui ont tant 
critique le regime d'Hafez 
El-Assad dans le passe, se 
sont egaiement rend us a 
I'ambassade. line visile 
qui a surpris tout le monde 
mais Zuneibau le leader 
des Freres. a declare : 
-Nous devons depasser nos 
differends. le devoir nation - 
al nous impose de soutenir 
la Syrie*. 

Plus surprenant encore, 
cette campagne de solida¬ 
rity n'a pas ete affaiblie 
par la declaration mala- 
droite du minis Ire syrien 
dc la Defense. Mustapha 
TIass qui a tente de 
minimiser ie role joue par 
1’armee jordanienne pend¬ 
ant la guerre d'oetobre 
1973. Les autorites 
jordaniennes ont ferme- 
ment remis les choses au 
point Les gens de la rue. 
eux. voient surlout un 
peuple en danger : «Nous 
ne defendons pas un regime 
politique. Quand le voisin, 
le frere. est menace, on ne 
peut que le defendre*. ■ 

Suleiman S weiss 


Le Jourdain 
5664153 


Et retrouvez 
le Jourdain 
sur Internet: 

http:// 

star.arabia.com 


Levee du couvre-feu a Hebron 

OL 'arm! isntSUenne a annonci la levie du couvre-feu impost depots trek* jours sur Id 
partie qu'elle occupe dans la rifle de Hfbron it la suite d'ua attentat a la grenade. Le 
couvre-feu Hate en vigueur sur les 20 %de la superficie de la viBe du sud de la Gsjodame 
OU vivent quelque 400 colons et 30.000 Palestiniens. Ces denziers ne pouvaientpas sortir de 
chez eux except!pendant deux a trois heures, pour aUer s’approvteionner. Ce couvre-feu . 
prolong! avail provoqui des manifestations de protestations quasi quotidiennes (voir photo) 
aux court desquedes un Palestinien ovate ltd tul par des tirs israSGens, et des dtzatetes 
d 'autres avaient fti blesses. 

Par atikurs, Pantile israetienne a alllgl le bouclage strict impose depute dix jours tela 
Cisjordanie et& la bande de Gaza. Selon un porte-parole mtiteaire, 21000 ouvriers 
palestiniens glneralement autorises a sijoumer en Israel detaient pouvoir retoumerd leur 
travail des mardi dernier & Paube. En outre, 8000 commerpants palestiniens demtient etre ; 
autorises & se rendrt en israSLLe bouclage total est en vigueur depute unmois, a L’occasion 
des files jitives, par entente d f attentats de militants du Mouvement de la resistance 
islamique, le Hamas. 

Politique 



Quand 1’opposition reve d’unite 

La Conference pour la reforme et le salut national, qui n’a toujours pas eu lieu, 
rassemble des forces d’opposition avec des projets de societe radicalement differents. 
Elies esperent neanmoins devenir un interlocuteur incontoumable pour un pouvoir 
engage jusqu 'an cou dans la normalisation avec Israel. 


Fourre-tout you* a 

I'echec pour ses detracteurs. 
union saerte legitime pour ses 
partisans. La Conference pour 
[a reforme et ie salut national 
n'a pas encore eu lieu et suscite 
deja de nombreux 

cominentaires. D est en effet 
difficile d’imaginer animal 
politique plus Strange et plus 
monsmieux que ce groupement 
disparate, composS de treize 
partis politiques. de syndicats 
professionnels et etudiants, et 
de fortes tetes de la politique. 
Qu’y-a-t-il de commun entre un 
communiste laic et un islamiste 
? Entre un ancien chef des 
moukhabarat et un ex-fedai’ ? 

Une Jordanie 
arabe, Ilbre et forte 

Er pounant tous ces ennemis 
d’hier se serrent aujourd'hui la 
main et se retrouvent a la meme 
table afin d’e? laborer un 
programme ►pour une Jordanie 
arabe. litre et forte*. Celui-ci 
reste h preciser meme si ses 
grandes lignes sont bien 
connues : en premier lieu arret 
de la normalisation avec Israel 
et renforcement des relations 
avec les autres pays arabes (la 
Syrie et 1’Irak, en particular), 
restauration des libertes 
publiques mises a mal sous le 
gouvernement de Majali. lutte 
conue la corruption du pouvoir 
et remise en cause du 
programme economique 

d'ajustement structure! et des 
privatisations. 

La Conference devait se tenir 
le 25 juillet dernier, date 
symbolique puisque 70 ans 



Toujan Faisal, une idee de Vopposition bien lloignee de 
celle des islamistes. 


auparavant. se reunissau une 
autre conference nationaJe. 
celle-la pour ddnoncer la main 
case britannique sur la 
Transjordanie et la mise en 
reuvre du projet sioniste. Le 
rassemblement a finaiement ete 
remis k plus tard k !'initiative 
des associations 

professionnelles sans qu’une 
date precise ait ete fixee. Ce 
report a largement donne du 
grain a moudre aux sceptiques, 
pour qui le projet de confer¬ 


ence nationale, plus de six mois 
apres son lancement, a peu de 
chances d'aboutir. 

<r Phase d f attente» 

Ce n'est pas evidemraeut pas 
1'avis des membres de ceoe co¬ 
nference, an premier rang 
desquels on tnouve Salem 
Nahhas, secretaire general du 
parti Hashd et instigaieur du 
projet (Hashd, acronyme arabe 
du Parti populaire 


Le Moyen-Orient dans la presse frangaise 

Mai 99 : la botte secrete 

d’Arafat 



i.-y-- 



Les laliban, mastres de KabouU controlent aujourd'hui 
la quasi-totatitc du territoire afghan. 


«Le COUP de poker de Yasser Arafat 
c’est sous ce litre que le Point du 3 odobre 
evoque la volonte du president palestinien 
de declarer un Erat a part entiere en Mai 99. 
L'hebdomadaire dccrit Yasser Arafat 
comme un *vieux militant politique hahitud 
aux situations inextricables •• qui. poursuit 
le Point, a sorti so botte secrete (qui ne 
retail d'aillenrs plus guire) pour tenter de 
dcbloquer la situation au Proche-Orient-. 
Dans ce processus, le Point definit trois 
etapes : <•premiere etape: il ntenagait 
d'aruxoncer a la tribune de I'ONU son in¬ 
tention de prochtmer. en mat prochain, la 
creation de l'£tat palestinien. Deiaieme 
etape Bcnytunin Neutnyahou. 

riniransigeant. prenail la inom'hc*. n 
s'agit IH dc la declaration du premier mi- 
nistre israclicn considenuit 1’attitude de 
Arafat comme -une violation des accords 
d'Oslo". Un propos qui n'est pas. selon !e 
Point, -sans saveur de la pan d'un re spans- 
able qui a rnuliiplie les initiatives pour, en 
fail, torpiller ces memes accords- La 
troisieme etape conceme le president 
amyrieain Clinton quL scion 
l'hebdomadaire, -en profite pour repreruire 
I'avantage, en reunissant, pour la premiere 
fois depute 2 ans. Netanyahou et Arafat 
Liberation, de son cold, a public ie 11 
ociobrc un article sur le portefeuille des 
affaires etrangeres de Sharon : -Le revoila. 
plus fort que jamais». -II revient ainsi 


definitivement en grdee, 
poursuit Christophe 

Boltanski, 1' auteur de 
1’article, car it n'avait pas 
occupy un paste important 
depute 1'invasion du Liban 
en 1982. En charge de la 
defense, il venail J'engager 
son pays dans une guerre 
longue er sanglante. Jug£ 
<tindirectement « respons¬ 
ible par une commission 
d'enquete du massacre des 
Palestiniens de Sabra et 
Shat ilia. il avait du 
demissionner. Depute lors. 
il sentait le soufre meme 
aupres de ses amis*. Le 
journalists resume la raison 
de cette nomination en 
expliquant que -ta mesure 
- an endue - vise d ras surer 
les partisans d'Israel a la 
veiile du sommet qui 
reunira Arafat et 
Netanyahou*. et interroge : 
-Qui. mieux que le 
bdtisseur de tant de colo¬ 
nics juives dans les annees 
80. peut incomer la 
fermete face aux americains et a I'opinion 
pu-blique israetienne ?-. 

Dans son edition de la semaine demi&re. 
ie Monde evoque la situation k Kaboul : 

-Deux ans jour pour jour apres la prise de 
Kabuui par les laliban. les Kaboulis sont 
au pas. Les nouveaux maitres n'ont plus 
besoin de grandes Jenuwrrations de force 
pour asseoir leur pouvoir. Le temps n 'est 
plus it l exhibition publique des recalcitr¬ 
ants ou au.x patrquilles armies de bdtons 
pour forcer les hommes d alter a la 
mosquee le vcndredi.%. Ainsi. I’atmosphere 
ii Kaboul. selon I’auteur de Particle 
Franfoise Chipoux. -est plus deconlractie 
et beaucoup plus animee. Les marches sont 
approvisionnes et. pour qui a de Vargent, 
on trouve tout a Kaboul». Quant aux lois 
des raliban. Francoise Chipaux constate que 
«.«' sur le papier dies sont strides, leur 
application nc I'est pas toujours. Malgre 
par cxemple. le bannissement du football 
et des cerfs-volants, on peut voir, le 
vendredL les jcuncs jouer au ballon dans 
les squares et beaucoup d'enfants s’amuser 
avec des perils cerfs-volants*. La musique, 
elle aussi ■■■bannie, et thenriquement absente 
de KabouL Aussi dans leurs voitures. les 
chauffeurs gardent preie un cassette du 
Coran pour remplaccr en vitesse la cassette 
de musique qu'ils cominuent d'£cauler». ■ 

Nahed Al-K&louf 


dSmocratique, apparent^ au 
Front ddmocratique de libera¬ 
tion de la Palestine). Pour cet 
homme de gauche, la Conf6r- 
ence doit Sue une' force de 
(iroposhions, un substitut k un 
gouvernement incapable de 
rtigler les grands probl^mes du 
pays : "La constitution du 
gouvernement ne reflate pas un 
pluralisms politique et in - 
tetiectuel et les membres du 
Parlement ne reprdsentent pas 
les partis les plus forts qui sont 
pourumt porteurs des idles 
d’une majoritl de Jordaniens. 
Le Parlement est incapable 
d’imposer un vrm programme 
de riformes *. 

La Conference viendrait 
done remplir, en quelque sorte, 
on vide politique, k condition 
de concilier les points de vue 
d'un ensemble qui parait inco¬ 
herent et de transcender les 
dissensions internes. CeUes-ci 
etaient indvitables dans une tel 
mflange des genres. Rapide- 
ment la mffiance s'est installfe 
a l’fgard des islamistes. 
soupqoanbs de vouJoir 
mampuler la Conference k leur 
seul profit. «Les partis de 
gauche refusent la domination 
des islamistes ». souligne Said 
Diyab. secretaire gfofral du 
parti de 1'unitf populaire 
dfmocratique. La plus 
vfbfmente fut Toujan Faisal, 
liberal e et habintelle co- 
n temp trice des «barbus». La 
pasionaria circassienne a 
claque la porte de la Confer¬ 
ence en dfnon^ant les 
manoeuvres des islamistes et ne 
croit pas aujourd'hui k la 
rfussite du mouvement : *Les 
islamistes- cherchent & dominer 


le comh6 exlcutif de la Confl- 
rence (un comitf composf de 
34 membres chargf de prendre 
les dfeisions. NDLR) afin 
d’ltre les alliis .du pouvoir et 
defaire passer, les propositions 
gouvemementales en leur pro- 
entrant une ligitimit£». De la 
part de 1'ancienne dfputf, qui 
n' a jamais eu la langue dans sa 
poche, I 1 accusation n'dtonne 
pas. • 

Cependant Toujan Faisal - 
souteve une ambigintd qui n’est 
pas amficielle. Pendant 4D ans, 
le itigjme .a laissf les mains 
fibres k des Frftres musuhnans 
toujours trfes proebes , du 
pouvoir et qui dfsormais se ret¬ 
rouvent k la tfte de 


I'oppositionl *Einfcut, analyse 
Jean-Christophe ' Aug^, 

observateur de la vie politique 
jordanienne. les islamistes sont 
en porte-h-faux entre la 
volontl de maintenir des liens 
avec le rfgime et leur 
rapprochement avec les autres 
composames de l'opposition*. 
Lm-mfemetrayersf de courants 
dpposfs giti s’affirment de picts 
en plus depuis le boycott des 
flections legislatives de 1997, 
le mouvement est dans one 
«phase d’attente». A cet 6 gard, 
Toujan Faisal les accuse d’etre 
k l’origine du report de la Co- 
.nfSrpnce. Les islamistes ou en 
tout cas-une partie d'entre eux 
feraient dnrer le jeu afin de 
s’offiir une porte de sortie et de 
n£gociation avec le gouverne- 
ment 

Les islamistes 
en force 

Reste abantabins que les 
islamistes reprfsentent la phis 
grosse influence dans la Co- 
nf6rencenationale.E>aiisle 
comitd exdcutifi fls .sont bien 
sflr presents", avec les Fibres 
rrrasulmans et le Front d’action 
islamique (FAI), sa branche 
politique, raais ^aletnent avec 



Les islamistes, qui revendiquent une position centnde 
dans laConfirence, sont soupfonnls de voultrir se 
rapprocher du gouvernement 


Exposition 


les syndicats ecudiant et 
associations professionnelles 
demines par leurs partisan^ 

"Nous repressions la 
majoritl il est done normal 
que nous ayons un rolefonda- 
mental au sein de la Confer¬ 
ence*. justifie Abdul Lanf 
Arabiyat, secretaire ge-ndral du 
FAl 

Par ailleurs. depuis quelques 
mois. le pouvoir exauuf 
niultiplie les appels du pied aux 
islamistes ci presente un visage 
plus concilium que ses deux de- 
mlkres annees a I’opinion 
publique. Une opdranon 
seduction qui pourrait mettre 
fin k cette experience originate 
d'opposition unifiee. Cepend¬ 
ant. acre Jean-Christophe 
Augd, "la Conference 
rassemble surrout sur des 
questions de politique 
rlgionale, qui peuvent routefois 
itre liees d. des enjeux internes 
(dossier des rifugils. critique 
de la normalisation comme 
cheval de Troie des investisse- 
ments isralliens)#. 

Meme si des clivages sont 
laients quant k la paix avec 1 
Israel (entre ceux qui ont 
acceptd la Conference de Ma¬ 
drid, comme Taber Masri. Pre¬ 
mier mi lustre k l'epoque, et 
ceux quL comme le parti 
Ba'ath pro-irakien s'opposent a 
route reconnaissance de 
«2*ennemi sionjste*). J'arret dc 
Ta normalisation, engages 
depuis le traild signe en 1994. 
est rticlamd par tous les pro¬ 
tagonists. Ce ciment semble 
avoir d’antant mieux pris que 
la crise actuelle entre la 
Turquie et la Syrie souligne les 
limites de la marge de 
- manceuvre laissde u des dirige- 
ants jordaniens pieds et poines 
fids par de mauvaises frequent- 
ations. C'est sur ce front 
ext&ieur que la Conference a 
le plus de chance de faire valoir 
sa credibility et dc s’imposer 
comme une force mcontouraa- 
. ble poor le pouvoir. Ce 
combat-lk mdrite bien le 
sacrifice de quelques mains 
serrfes. ■ 

Youssef Abu Saleb 
et Yannick Laind 
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Du bronze pour les femmes 

Exposee jusqu’au 26octobre au Centre culturelfrangais, 
la sculptrice irakienne Lamia Jamal fait de son art 
une representation originate et multiple de lafeminite. 


Apres des dudes de nutri- 
tionniste. Lamia 1 Jamal a 
voyagd dans de nombreux 
pays. Partout dans Ie monde, 
elle s’est voude k la revendica¬ 
tion des droits de la femme, et 
a miUtd pour une socidtd 
ddbarassde de toute domination 
masculine. A toutes les femmes 
enchaindes du monde, elle dit: 
"Nous devons partager notre 
sagesse avec nos enfams et nos 
pedts-enfants pour fonder une 
societe juste et tollrante* 

Le Jourdain: Comment est 
construite 1'exposition ? 
Lamia Jamal: L'idde 

qu’exprime ebaque sculpture a 
die prise en compte pour 
regrouper les sculptures par 
theme. D'un cdte on peut voir 
deux danseuses qui sont pris 
d'un accds de folie et expri- 
ment la colfcre. De I’autre, on 


remarque • . deux . .vieilles 
femmes, qlii reprdsentent la 
sagesse et la grandeur. 
L'exposition est done, co¬ 
nstruite autour du regrupement 
et de Lopposition do thkmes 
foodamentaux, comme, dgale- 
meot, la matemitd. 

Le Jourdain: Quand avez- 
vous deeonvert la sculpture ? 
LJ.: D y a.5 ou 6 ans. A 
Forigine. je suis artiste peintre. 
Mais, au lycde, j’avais pris 
Fhabitude de faire des moula- 
ges en argfle pour reprdsenter 
ce que Ton m'enseignait mi 
corns. J'ai toujours priffifoS le 
travail rnonoel. j'ai commence 
la sculpture jci en Jordanie k 
l’lnstitut des beaux-arts, mais 
je suis allde rdgufib-ement k 
]'atelier de I’artiste Kbalid Al- 
Jadir. k I'university ok j’ai co¬ 



ncentre montfavair 
sur la • peinture. 

Quand je suis arriv6e 
en. Jordanie, 3 n’y 
avait . pas de 
sculpture k l’lnstitut: 
cela a commence 
aptks mon aniyfe. 

Mais . malgr£ 
quelques difficult^, 
mes 6tudes en 
Jordanie ' t fiirent 
fomridables. - - ■ La 
gratuite et la 
possibility oflerte k 
tous de sufvre les 
. cours sont • trfes 
eocourageantes. 

Cependant, les 6tudes 
ne sont pas tout et . - 

avoir _ dn talent - est 
essentiel On peut tout k fait 
suivrc des grades sans rapport 
avec .I’ait. et .faire des 
sculptures znagaifiqaes. 



Pourquoi 

aucune 


Des formes 
mysterieuses, 
fiUformeSy 
fiminines, qui 
degagent une 
etrange 
sensuaUtil On est 
siduiL 


.Le . Jourdain 
n'avez vous 
de vos tofles ? 

LJ. : Francberoent, au dSim 
j’avais envje d'exposer mes 
tableaux, mais on m’a consei!16 
tte me limiter aux sculptures, 
car elles bdnfificient d'une 
mise. _ ■ en- . vaieur toute 
paiticultere, puisque les murs 
de la salle sont blancs et que le 
bronze s’y (tetache vraiment 
bien.' 

Le Jourdain : Quels 
nrateriaux utilisez-voas poor 
vos sculptures ? Pourquoi ? 
LJ* : La plupart sont en 
bronze- Elies gardent ainsi 
toute. lew beautti malgrti les 
ann&s. C'est pour moi le plus 
important. Parfois je me dis 
que a one sculpture en bronze 
est perdue, quelqu'un pourra la 
retro uver,. meme mille ans 
apfks. 

Le Jourdain : Travaillez- 
vous plusienrs sculpture en 
mane temps? 

LJ.: OuL je travaille souvent 
deux sculptures en meme 
temp'-. Mais cela ddpend des 
idac$ qui me viennent ; 
parfois, alors que je travaille! 
une id& me traverse !'esprit. 
Je Fappfique alors im mediate 


Lamia JamaJ artiste engagSe. 


menu Mais la realisation prend 
souvent beaucoup de temps, 
puree que le travail passe par 
phisieurs Stapes ; il arrive rare- 
mem que je fasse un schema 
sur papier, car les id6es sont 
toujours en mouvement. Done, 
je commence k I'argile et 
ensnite j'utilise lc plktre. U ne 
reste plus qu’k couler le bronze. 
Mais la fiaition est toujours de¬ 
licate. A la fin, je garde un 
moule de ebaque sculpture 
paree que je me s^pare souvent 
tics oeuvres achevfes. ^ 

Le Jourdain : Avez-vous un 
artiste modkle? 

LJ. .• Je m'exprime a. ma 
raamfere et je ne m’inspire de 
personne. On a parfois assimite 
mes sculptures k ceUes de 
Henn More car il a d&rrit la 
malenute. J aime ses sculptures 
maisje ne m’en inspire pas. 

: P«n.w. 

* to situation de l’art 

^ pas en position 

JTPeux dire qu'3 y a des condi- 
^ospopiees k le dfvdqjper. En 
« qrn cooceme I’anitude des 
ftce a Part, je pense 
e n est pas suffisamment 
T?*?***- Souvem. fcs artistes 
wx-memes nassistent pas aux 
expositions! ■ ^ 
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. ft^pos recnefilis 
Par Anan Sh. Nasereddin 
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The a nnual computer show, runs from 9 to 13 November this year: 

METS ‘98 opens next month 


••>.v 


THE MIDDLE East Techuol- 
ogy Show *98, organized by the 
Jordan Computer Society 
CJCS), wifl be held between 9 
aud 13 November, 1998, at 
the Amman International 
Expo. Hall, on the Airport 
Road. I 

This year the show looks | 
set to be bigger, with over 
forty companies expected to 
participate. *>Tbe major 
hardware and software deal- 
ers 31 be there, as will the top 
accessories and computer sup¬ 


plies companies. 

This year, with the growth 
that has taken place in the Inter¬ 



net and on-line sectors, you can 
expect to see several Inremct- 


rclaied businesses at the exhibi¬ 
tion; including we design and 
consulting firms. 

— As usual. METS will 

• mdade all the latest in hard- 
; ware, software and services 
! available in the Jordanian mar- 

• ket and should also include a 
schedule of seminars gh'en by 

; local companies on computing 
! and technology topics. For 
j 1 00,16 information about 
METS, coraaa die Jordan 
Computer Society on telephone 
5683549. ■ 


orm Intel to introduce 1 Gigahertz chip 


THE -PERSONAL- compnter 
market in the Arab World has 
continued its steady growth 
well into: 1998, accarduig to 
market sources.' Approximate 
figures fori 998 Indicates total 
market of half amfilion PCs for 
GCC, Saudi Arabia, Levant and 
Egypt combined. 

Market leaders are expect 
ing PC figures for the current 
year to far exceed previous 
levels. Walid Mooeimone 
from Compaq said, “Growth 
has been healthy in the over¬ 
all market and a ‘consolida¬ 
tion’ effect has caused brand 
leaders to gain market share 
from locally assembled 
machines.”. .. 

A composite analysis by 
Intel from differe n t.sources 
including IDC, IDG, KT, 
CRN and their own distribu¬ 
tor data shows that the 1997 
Middle'East Total Available 
Market (TAM) for 1997. was in 
excess of 450,000 amts. Figures 
for 1998 are predicted to 
exceed 600,000 amts. •' 

PC penetration in. foe SoHo 
market (small office/home 
office) has traditionally been 
low, due to the lade . of 
resources and small budgets. 
However market-figures now 
indicate that SoHb is the largest. 
market segment co nstituting a. 
market share anywhere between 
25 to 90 per centlbr most lead-, 
ing companies. 

k The Middle East market is 
directly effected by PC prices in 
the large of die United 

States, Europe and Asia, M AS' 
the prices in these markets con- - 
dnue mdeChse^market leaders 
in the Middle East art expected 
to di^dprioefr^orth^- ^^anad 
that has contributed to general- 
ing more volmne sales. 


•. With' today’s PC becoming 
more affordable, at the entry 
level the growth in market 
has ^.accelerated dramatically. 
Trice reductions in PC prices , 
■fiteled-by Intel’s price enrs on 
its microprocessors can only 
help increase the adoption of 



; PCs in the.-Middle East, espe- 
‘ dally - in file' pricertseriotive 
home and small business mar-: 
kttsT said - Nadim Jaroodi, 
.Business Development- Man¬ 
ager Middle East, Intel. - 
According to Compaq, one 
of fiw drmng fttrtors behind 
fiiie a c celerating growth ' in the 
Mitklle East market has beat 
the advent .of. the snb-one- 

fhmiBmit dhUafiy! Tlw iniiftwt 

response to /die -neW price 
ranges:has further-encouraged 
leading manufacturers to enter 
this', price band with .new 
products. 

' u Tbe key. to growth in this 
sqctor is that customers have 
felt foe power of leading brand 
namhs at a price they are ready 
fi fcw v-" said .J/afid , MoBSkm 
aapgL’ "This has* f»irwn gsietfS 
ftpm- local assembtoa and has , 
also encouraged small and 


nmfium businesses to upgrade 
their hardware or even buy 
' computers for the first time .” 
Compaq has noted a consis¬ 
tently rapid growth in the rioro- 
; her of smaller dealers buying 
from Compaq distributors by 
extending foe desktop range 
into this price bracket - 
In addition to this die 
Internet boom (100 per cent 
in 1997) has encouraged foe 
adoption of (be PC in Mid¬ 
dle Eastern homes and smatl 
businesses and helped - to 
reduce the barriers of entry 
into this regional market. 

This' sector's continued 
growth is predicted, as these 
market segments realise foe 
foil potential Interact offers 
in terms of education, enter¬ 
tainment, mid electronic 
commerce and thereby 
directly influence foe 
growth trend in the SoHo 
PC . market. According to 
experts, the driving force m foe 
Middle Eastern market-WilT be 
. .the opening of thie Internet .to 
independent Internet service 
vendors (ISVs). This is' hap¬ 
pening in Egypt and applica¬ 
tions are pending in Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia: 

The consumer sector - h 
becoming increasingly attract. 
five to hardware manufacturers 
but at foe same time the home 
PC user is becoming more 
sophisticated. Home PC users 
are demanding PCs to be spe¬ 
cifically manufactured for the 
home in stylish cases with fea¬ 
tures such as ’now on’ buttons 
to make the mnrhtng sleep and 
Wake up. instantly without 

W^Hbmpames are commending 
Microsoft for driving this sector 
forward in the region with foe 


INTEL CORP. is aiming for foe 
gigahertz mark, and plans to 
replace its speediest computer 
chips with ones running twice 
as test by 2001 . 

On Wednesday, the world's 
largest c o m p uter chip maker, 
unveiled its future product 
plans, including the successor to 
its current Pentium n line— 
including a chip cote-named 
Foster with a target speed of 
one gigahertz—expected in late 
2000 or early 2001. That speed 
is more than twice as fast as the 
fastest Pentium U, which runs at 
450 megahertz. While Intel 
already had diseio syti some of 
its plans for chips fra powerful 
workstation and server compar¬ 
ers with a new 64-bh chip archi¬ 
tecture called IA-64, it bad kept 
tmim on ns plans for products to 
succeed its popular Pentium n 
family, designed around the 32- 
bit architecture. 

The Pentium II family, based 

Arabisation of Windows '95 
and in particular with .foe 
upcoming Windows 98 Arabic. 
This will support all the latest 
multimedia devices for home 
PCs such as DVD Drives, 
AGP Graphics, Universal 
Serial Bos and integrated inter¬ 
net Access. 

The accommodating envi¬ 
ronment in foe Gulf far foe 
manufacture of units has »lcn 
facilitated the PC market in foe 
Arab World. With regard to 
developing local assembly, i 
Hassan Ashi, General Man¬ 
ager, Leo Systems said, “PCs 
are becoming easier for small 
players to assemble. This ia 
especially the case in the trade- 
free Dubai market that h»s all 
components available on offer 
for foe assemblers. This repre¬ 
sents a*jgreat-advantage4«'tf»SH 
nftikfct Antf m&kes it-flfexiblfc in' 
toms of configuration and 
price." ■ 


on the so-called P 6 architecture, 
ranges in products from foe very 
low-cost PC market to worksta¬ 
tions and servers. The new 64- 
bit chip architecture, co¬ 
designed by Hewlett Packard 
Co., was unveiled in October. At 
foe time, Intel anno unced the 
first chip based on that design 
with foie code-name Merced 
That chip, aimed at the highest 
performing workstations priced 
at 59,000 and above, is expected 
to be in volume production in 
mid-2000. Intel said the new 
microarchitecture to displace the 
P 6 , 32-bit design will appear in 
the Foster chip raid another chip 
code-named Willamette. Intel 
expects to ship the Foster chip in 
volume either at the end of 2000 
or early 2001 , about six months 
after the Merced launch. “When 
it comes out, we expect it to run 
at a gigahertz," said Fred Pol¬ 
lack, a director of Intel’s micro¬ 
processor products group, rcfer- 


CD-ROM of Jordan’s 
laws & regulations 

• A Jordanian firm, A1 Said 
International For Trading & 
marketing has launched a ‘Jor¬ 
danian Legs Services' directory 
on CD-ROM. 

The idea is to deliver a full 
collection of Jordanian laws and 
regulations, which are fre¬ 
quently needed as a reference 
by both legal professionals and 
the regular citizen. 

By fast access to informa¬ 
tion, utilizing a friendly user 
interface, thin functions fully 
under Windows, this CD-ROM 
s a pioneering attempt to take 
Jkndaniansr.law directories into 
the cyber age. 

For more information, con- 


ring to Foster. “We also expect 
it to run at other frequencies." 
Foster will be targeted at the 
workstation and server market 
for computers in die price range 
of S3,000 to S9.000. 

The Willamette chip will be 
targeted to the higher volume 
PC desktop and workstation 
market—systems in foe price 
range of S2.000 to $3,000. Wil¬ 
lamette will replace the current 
Pentium H, while Foster will 
replace the current Pentium n 
Xeou, which is fra die worksta¬ 
tion and server market. Foster 
wifi match Merced in some 
functions, and Foster will actu¬ 
ally be faster at running 32-bit 
software applications. 

The new 32-bit microarchi- 
tecture does not yet have a 
name. Analysts have been call¬ 
ing Intel's future microarchitec- 
tore to follow the Pentium II the 
P7 architecture, because it suc¬ 
ceeds the P 6 architecture. ■ 


- tact Al-Sad For Trading & Mar¬ 
keting on telephone cumber 
4613228. 

Compaq breaks price 
barriers again 

• Compaq has announced its 
lowest priced PC yet. 

Selling for rally S699 in tile 
USA and on the international 
market, this Pentium is a reason¬ 
ably configured machine. 

Industry watchers believe fo 3t 
it is aimed at the iMac market, 
by providing buyers with too 
attractive a PC offer to refuse! 
No matter what, this PC is 
priced to kill off file assemblers. 

If and when it makes it to the 
Middle East, it will cost some¬ 
what more, but should still be 
very competitive. 


rfiWPRF. 
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Special pricing packages from Microsoft* 

Battling piracy & serv¬ 
ing the community 

MICROSOFT HAS launched a commendable initiative, 
aimed at battling piracy, by which software is to be provided 
to students and teachers at a lower cost. 

Here’s an excerpt from the Microsoft press release about 
foe new juicing scheme, “[It] will bring the cost of both 
Microsoft Office 97 Professional 

Edition (English or Arabic ver- ;- 

sions) and Microsoft Development 

Tools down to $99 to full-time stu- r5r*-H5\\ I 

dents and teachers." 'The scheme yf oyj \\ . 

will see savings of over S500 i 

offered to students and teachers 
alike on the cost of a copy of | 

Microsoft Office 97, and over j I 

SI500 on the cost of Microsoft | 1 

developer tools, with both pack- i 
ages being offered at the $99 price. I \T^.: 

The license is not a limited-time l 
promotion and is not purchase- I 

linked, and depends purely on foe |- - U 

purchaser being confirmed as a ;_ 

bona-fide student or teacher." 

“The scheme will see education license ‘boxes' being sold 
by Microsoft resellers in the UAE, Bahrain, Qatar, Jordan and 
Cyprus to students and teachers. The boxes contain no soft¬ 
ware, but have a license application inside, which the student 
or teacher fills out and then has stamped by the school, college 
or universities at which (hey work. This application is then 
sent to Microsoft's fulfilment centre, which validates the 
application and then sends the applicant a full software pack¬ 
age " (end of quotes from press release J. 

It seems that Microsoft is finally applying the recommenda¬ 
tion made for years, by market analysts in foe Middle Fj«t 
and other developing markets. The only way to battle piracy 
among single or home users is to deliver cheaper software. 

Only then, will it become reasonable for a user with limited 
means to invest in an original software package. After all, 
depending on efiucs and morals to halt piracy is hardly a suc¬ 
cessful strategy. Most users don't feel that they are compro¬ 
mising their ethics by copying home-use software. 

Still, taking things one-step further is what is needed here. 
Why not sell software to everyone for a lower price? Bring 
down the price of software in general, and battle piracy in all 
segments— not just in die educational sector. 

By delivering cut-down packages, with less documentation 
and lower costs of packaging. Microsoft and other can pro¬ 
vide lower priced software. 

Strategic pricing would involve setting the price at a cost as 
near as possible to pirated copies. 

Fra example, a 12 disk package would cost around JD 40 
from a pirate shop in Amman, as would foe CD-ROM version 
of that software. Now, if foe cut-down original were priced at 
around JD 65; sorely, a large number of customers will prefer 
to purchase it as an original. 

This policy will not affect the corporate market, because 
the packages are not aimed at corporations. In fact, Microsoft 
and others can simply take out some features and facilities 
from foe ‘borne edition'. Therefore, it would be guaranteed 
that corporate users cannot use the 'home edition', simply 
because it doesn’t serve their purpose! 

One thing is for sure, Microsoft’s latest approach will gen¬ 
erate more of a sense of responsibility among users. If Micro¬ 
soft is w illing to decrease its profit-margin, I suppose every¬ 
body should contribute by encouraging this move. ■ 


BUSINESSMAN’S GUIDE 


Jordan's political, economic 
and cultural weekly 


Position 


P.OJBox:. 


Tel:---—■ 




.Country:™. 


The Star 

Tel. 5664153 Fax. 5667170 
E-mail: Star@nets.com.jo 




teas 


I me&e 






U+V - ■ 1 ,v_ — i 


-y-!* 






i ''-..I 




# . 


AT FASHION 

K O O K A T. 

yJLm ^4/ 

I OAA/ OFF PAA/: 


oouBcnoN 7 coiucno« 

■3L /Lmmk dr tli m / mmmu h fJLhm 

Shmataanl - Adn Center 


]05 ! ON !'I(rD C HICKf:N 


Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale, Furnished 
and unfurnished 

For more Information cad; 

Abdoun Real Estate 

$920605/59206091079-30007 

Web site: 

www.ahdoun.com.io 





=v«5* 






Family 




■ acr 


.!. i; 


Box 

. Bouton Pried Chicken 
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Marwan Kheir 

Beautician with 
an enchanting 
touch 





m 


Ibtisam Awadat and Lubna 
Khader 

Star Staff Writers 

“My goal in life is to make beautiful 
women even more beautiful.” said well- 
known Jordanian Make-up artist Marwan 
Kheir. He is a professional who employs 
all his creativity and style to make the 
brides' wedding day an unforgettable 


Lubna 


Kheir graduated from England in 1974, 
where he studied everything about this an 
form, especially makeup in the television 
and cinema industries. "I want people 
to look at make-up os a concept to enrich 
the beauty of women.” said the man who 
wants to change the traditional views 
about this dazzling art 


Since the estab¬ 
lishment of his 
beauty saloon in 
1992, Marwan Kheir 
has become the 
make-up artist for 
most of the actors j 
and actresses in pro¬ 
grams shown on Jor- 1 
dan Television. 

Because Kheir is a 
well-known artist he 
keeps a keen eye on 
the current interna¬ 
tional trends in fash¬ 
ion makeup. For 
instance he says, 

“Beauticians this 
summer have con¬ 
centrated on the mix¬ 
tures and shades of 
brown, with a combi¬ 
nation of bronze and 
silver, that gives a 
stunning effect." Kheir 

All the makeup 
products in the Kheir 
saloon are of the highest quality; 
imported by the artist himself from the 
United Kingdom. Kheir stresses that 
there are no agents in Jordon. Kheir and 
his staff participated in a beauty festival 
in the UK, which took place last week. 

“In my line of work everything is 
important Make-up is a science which 
has its own rules." Kheir explained. "If it 
is handled properly, the results ore very 
attractive, but if it is mishandled, it will 
turn beautiful faces into ugly ones." 


highest quality; 


The saloon is 
splashed with pic¬ 
tures of women who 
have been subjected 
to the Kheir touch. 
They include Prin¬ 
cesses, famous 
actresses and super¬ 
models. Kheir has an 
album of women 
before and after 
makeup—the _ 
change is striking! 

For a woman to 
be perfect on that 
special wedding 
night, she needs her 
hair to be coiffad 
with great care, and 
there is no shortage 
of hair-dressers in 
the Kheir saloon. 
Two experts, 

Muneer A1 Dahabi 
and Mustafa A1 
Sheikh, work side by 
side with the master artist. 

“It is the hairstyle of the 15140s far the 
bride, that of the ‘shinion’, but there is a 
slight twist to it so that it would reflect 
die modem look of the ‘90s,” explains A1 
Dahabi. However “we could also fix 
what is called a poustige, which is an 
additional tuft at the bock of the hair." 

A1 Dahabi says, this year, the short 
hairstyle has come back into fashion. 
When asked about the trends in hair tint 
Dahabi said, “Brown, which suites all 
skins, is the ongoing color this year." 



Kheir and his associates believe deal¬ 
ing with women can be troublesome, but 
not impossible. “Women come to us with 
their own notions about make-up and 
hairstyle, but they always walk out of the 
saloon happy and satisfied customers," 
said A1 Shiekh. 

'Next December will witness the open¬ 
ing of the Kheir Beauty Academy. It win 


offer two courses. The first is intended 
for amateurs, and will be over a two- 
month period, and is mainly intended for 
women who want to know more about 
applying personal makeup. The second is 
for professionals,-and will last for two 
years. “The Academy." Kheir says, “will 
be die apex of my career as a beauti¬ 
cian."! 


Dracula, the vampire 



British top model Naomi Campbell presents this mUL- 
tan style shirt with beige short* as pat of French 
fashion house Louis Vuitton's 1999 Spring/Summer 
collection, designed by American Marc Jacobs. 

Below: A model presents this stiver dot embroidered 
bustier worn over rinvl trousers as part, of Swiss 
designer Jean-Lac Amsler's 1999 SprjAg/Sumnur 
collection. 





Fiction and 


By Rasheed AL Ronssan 

Special to The Star 

THE SUN starts to disappear beneath 
the hellish skies, the earth becomes 
garnished with darkness, the night 
spreads its wings, and moonlight 
becomes your only guide. You are 
withdrawn to a world of shadows and 
phantoms; a world of sublime magic 
and magnitude. You hear the faint 
howling of wolves everywhere, and 
children of the night singing satanic 
hymns of fear and evil. 

Suddenly, a castle covered with 
decayed trees appears, and there beside 
the door, a figure of a tall, thin man 
waits for you. Dressed in black, he 
approaches you with swift strides. His 
face is pale and blue. His red eyes indi¬ 
cate that he has never slept for ages. 

However, as he approaches your 
neck, slowly, he turns into a beast His 
teeth rest in your veins, sucking every . 

drop of blood. After a moment, his A portrait of Vlad 
manly figure transforms into a bat, fly¬ 
ing high above your head, never to between 1456-1462. After having been 
return again. defeated by the Turks, Vlad took ref- 

You have had the honor of meeting uge in Hungary, 
one of the most famous gothic figures In ancient times, every rich family 
in the world of fiction, the prince of 
darkness. Count Dracula. 

In 1897. an Irish writer named Bram 
Stoker was inspired to give birth to a 
monster with a human dimension: Dra- 
cula—a seductive young Count with 
supernatural powers, dwelling in a cas¬ 
tle alone. A hunter, who sets his sights 
on a daily meal of human blood. 

Although he is a devil, he is also a 
lover who suffers the agonies of a for¬ 
gotten past; his beloved Mina. In the 
novel, the Count seeks his mistress 
who lives far beyond, killing every 
human he encounters, until he 
reaches his destination, never know¬ 
ing that his burdened soul will soon 
be - devoured forever. 

Stoker's immortal novel has 
paved the way for other artists to 
portray Dracula in all most every ■ 
field: Films, books, music, art and • 

TV series. 

The German F.W. Muraau { 
directed a movie titled ‘Nosferatu 1 
the Vampire,’ in 1922. Hollywood j 
was quick to see the potential, 
with Coppola's ‘Dracula’ 11992), • 
and Anne Rice’s novel ‘Interview ; 
with a Vampire’ 1 1994), the pick — 

of the bunch. Interview with a Vamni*. 

However. Dracula s secret a rampire 

identity has been revealed to 
many. In fact, there has been a man by 
the name of Vlad, who lived in Tran- had its own emblem, 
sylvauia. Surprisingly enough, he has served by every meml 
proved to be me real Count Dracula! Vlad's emblem was ot 

Back in the 15th century, Vlad was a cul, the Dragon. 

Romanian noble figure, who This devilish symbt 
descended from a well-known family rumors around the ( 
of princes. He ruled in Wallachia him a certain fero 





had its own emblem, which was pre¬ 
served by every member of the family. 
Vlad's emblem was one of a land, Dii- 
cul, the Dragon. 

This devilish symbol created-a lot of 
rumors around the Count, and gave 
him -a certain ferocious charisma. 


Dracula’s Castle 

Vlad’s real power appeared when he. 
fought the Ottomans, who held Tran¬ 
sylvania under the empire's protection. 

Along with his military background, 
the supernatural aura of his character 
made him more feared by every¬ 
one. it was thought that 
he held massacres in his 
castle, where he used to 
kill villains, beggars and 
thieves. After that, he 
would ravenously drink 
their blood. The rumors 
soon began to spread that 
Vlad was actually a vam¬ 
pire; a night hunter who 
travels beyond time and 
space seeking his mortal 
preys. 

Since then, many people 
have tried to prove the 
actual existence of such spe¬ 
cies like vampires. In folk¬ 
lore, a vampire is a dead 
corpse that rises in a form of 
a bar. sucking the blood of 
sleeping humans after the 
sun has gone down. 

The first to believe in vam¬ 
pires, were the Slavic people 
of Eastern Europe. They 
argued that the only way to 
destroy these immortal 
demons was by cremation or 
stakes driven through their 
hearts. However, folklore does 
not prove their existence. Our 20th 
century interpretations have given 
Vlad another dimension—-a human 
one. 

There are two interesting explana¬ 
tions for foe mysterious nature of 
Count Dracula, and both are medical. 
The first theory suggests that Vlad was 
suffering from a rare inherited disease 


called Porphyria. The Porphyrias are a 
group of disorders that affect the 
body's ability to produce hemoglobin, 
which can lead to unexplained behav¬ 
iors like blackouts and motionless 
positions. . 

As a result, it was thought that the 
Count had to compensate for his blood 
loss by sucking people's veins! 

The second interpretation is more 
down to earth. It was brought to light 
recently, that rabies is behind all the 
superstitious rumors surrounding Mr 
Vlad. The symptoms of rabies on 
humans are veiy similar to Vlad's 
afflictions. 

An infected patient becomes hyper¬ 
sensitive to light and noise, which 
expjains Dracula’s fear of sunlight. In 
addition, rabies* patients can’t stand 
their image in front of a mirror, and 
they can sometimes develop very fero¬ 
cious and sadistic habits—the same 
symptoms of a vampire. 

If we combine Vlad's sadistic psy¬ 
chology with his infected body, we end 
up having a real vampire. 

Even if we reach a point where sci¬ 
ence can resolve every supernatural 
phenomenon, people are still raesmer- i 
ized by figures like Dracula. They will 
always remain curious about his birth 
and his death. Bram Stoker has man¬ 
aged to create a legend out of Vlad; a 
man of passion and vigor. 

After five hundred years of Vlad's 
death, his soul is still conjured up eve¬ 
rywhere. in every nightmare, in every 
shiver, and in eveiy heartbeat. Out 
there in Transylvania, tourists arrive 
every year to see his castle. It is a place 
beyond your wildest dreams, a place 
where a legend has once lived and 
became the emblem of fear and horror. 


A model presents this miUtnr? camouflage pattern 
Urns us pari of French fashion house Louis Vuil- 
lon's 199V SprtngfSummrr collection. Designer Marc 
Jacobs. 

Right: A Model presents this sUnr tame evening 
dress with matching leather jacket as part of French 
di’slgncr Jerome I'HuiSier's 1999 Upring/Samturr 
collection. 

































